..rly winds, falr and moderate-
ly cold, .

Toronto, Dec. 25—The weath-
er has been mostly fair today
over the Diominton with mod-
erate temperature from On-
tario eastward, and quite cold
in the west.

Temperatures.

2 Min. Max,
Vancouver.. .o ees «.22 30
Kamioops. . 10
Calgary. . 23
Battleford.. .. o3
Saskatoon.. .. R
Moose Jaw. .. e §
Port Arthur .. .. 4
32
30
26
138
16
24
30

so sav ne 8

os %16
e} |

TOTONO oo <o o5 oo ¢:19
Kingston .. oo oo ooonld
Ottawa .. Shiha sadl
Montreal .. AR
St. John.. s os10
Halifax .. .. ..
*—Below zero.
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Y. M, C. A,

Regular monthly meeting Ladies’
Auxiliary in parlors at 3.30 this after-
noon.

— s S

i The Siege Battery.

Though most of the men of the
Siege Battery spent Christmas .day
at their homes those who stayed on
the island were well content. All the
members of the battery were well sup-
plied with presents given them by the
Khaki Club. At noon the officers took
over the guard so that the privates
could have their Christmas dinner to-
gether. Practically every member of
the battery was able to get home dur-
ing some part of the day.

ISV S——
Two Alarms of Fire.

At 9.30 o'clock Saturday night the
fire department were called out by an
alarm from box 5 for a fire in an old
shed on a wharf at the ficot of Inion
street and owned by the St. John
Railway Company. The shed was
badly gutted. ' Sunday morning about
10.30 o'clock an alarm was sent in
from box 23 for a slight fire in the
basement of Government Railway
ticket office om the corner of King and
Germain streets. Very little damage
was done.

il e

PERSONAL.

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Schofield and
family, of Hampton, were guests of
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Schofield, Carle-
ton street, for Christmas Day.

Mrs. R, E. Puddington and Miss An-
nie Puddington were ghests of Mr.
and Mrs. James F. Robertson, Carle-
ton street, for Christm§lg Day.

Mr. and Mrs. John Dean Sr., propri-
etor of the Inch Arron Hotel at Dal-
housie are guests for the winter of
Rev. J. H. Jenner and Mrs. Jenner at
their residence on Prince street, West
Side.

Judge Armstrong and Miss Arm-
strong are the guests of Lieut.-Col.
Beverly and Mrs. Armstrong during
the holidays.

Mrs. Atwater Smith, of Somerville,
N. J., is the guest of her father, Ed-
win Peters, during the Christmas per-
iod.

Mr. and Mrs. Kimball and Miss
Lydia Kimball are spending the holl-

days with Mr, and Mrs. Dodds,
Montreal.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Barbour, of
Boston, are visiting Mrs. George Bar-
bour, Hazen street.

The Misses Katherine and Annette
Holly, daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Wal-
ter Holly, are home from Edgehill
Academy.

Henry F. Morrisey, C. E, of Otta-
wa, is visiting his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Alfred Morrisey, Hazen street.

KLY KT MARKD
NETIG S VONGE

Soldiers Returning on Big
Liner Took Up Purse for
Family of Stoker Who
Died at Sea.

of

That the heart of the soldier is big
as well as strong is evidenced by a
little incident of the trip of the Meta-
gama to this port. It was the first trip
on the ocean of a British stoker, a
married man with a family of geven
little ones. The poor fellow took ill
during the trip and although he receiy-
ed every medical attention he passed
away when the big Jiner was a few
days out from the other side. He was
buried at sea. The returned soldiers
aboard the boat did another heroic act.
They showed that in addition to “do-
ing theit bit” they were prepared to
“give their bit.” They had some money
saved from their pay ag soldiers of
the king and they gave willingly of
their dollars towards a fund to be sent
to the bereaved widow and family.
Over a hundred dollars was raised and
it will be forwarded with expressions
of genuine sympathy in the loss of
the wage-earner, who like the return-
ed men wag prepared to do his bit so

that the great expeditionary force of|to

the country might be carried to Eng-
land en route tio the firing line, where
they would play the part of real
heroes in defense of the cause of clvi-
Hzation.
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COUNTRY, SAYS

Other Canadian Officers,

Looking the plctlﬁe of health and
delighted with his two months’ trip
to the old country the Hon. James A.
Murray, minister of agriculture, reach-

(N e

1]

Pruposes That Scheme Be

People in England Impressed With Great Advantages
Offered in the Province of New Brunswick — Big
After-the-War Colonization.

it has been deemed expedient to delay
the financial arrangements until after
the war has been successfully termin-
ated. It will then be a matter for the

ed his home in § yesterday.
The minister likes a good meal and
it was only natural that he was not
disappointed that circumstances made
it possible for him to reach his home
just in time to enjoy his Christmas
dinner with his family, including Qis

HON. J. A. MURRAY.

son, Ralph, a returned hero, who did
such gallant work on the firing line.

That the scheme of the New Brune-
wick government for after the war
colonization met with the unanimous
approval of the British people was
the statement made to The Standard
by Hon.. Mr. Murray last evening.

“Everywhere I went they were anx-
jous to learn about our proposals,”
said the minister. “No doubt the citi-
zens of New Brunswick are familiar
with our proposed scheme. Briefly
we propose the establishment of com-
munity settlements, each settlement
to comprise a hundred to two hun-
dred and fifty families, depending on
the size of the area of suitable land
that will be available in each locality.
It is the intention that each commu-
nity will radiate from a central farm
operated by the government for the
purpose of supplying instruction, em-
ployment, necessary implements and
teams for the new settlers. Then
there are a good many details which
have already been announced.

“The impression prevails in the old
country that the question of coloniza-
tion after the war should be made a
matter of Empire-wide legislation.
The people of the old country fully
realize the great importance of colo-
nization after the war, and consider
that the matter should be taken up
in its general phases at the present
time and a practical policy outlined.
On account of the financial situation

ideration of the Imperial govern-
ment who will have the whole-heart-
ed support of the colonial govern-
ments as well as the various provin-
cial administrations,

“I had the pleasure of meeting Earl
Grey, who always manifests a deep
concern in . Canadian affairs. Barl
Grey was greatly impressed with the
scheme of the New Brunswick govern-
ment as I outlined it to him, while
Sir Max Aitken, the distinguished son
of this province, who is a big figure in
affairs in the old country, was equally
as enthusiastic over our proposals.”

Hon. Mr. Murray had the pleasure
of visiting Ontario Hospital at Orping-
ton, “where the hens come from.” He
referred in glowing terms to the ad-
mirable work being carried on at the
hospital, as well as at the Canadian
Convalescent Home at Epsom, Surrey,
which he also visited. He made a
trip to the Canadian camp at Whitely,
where the 104th are quartered. His
fellow townsman, ILt-Col. Geo. W.
Fowler, K. C,, M. P, was in France
at the time. The 104th Battalion has
been broken up and fully 350 men
have been sent in drafts to the front.
At Bramshott he had the pleasure of
meeting Lt.-Col. Wedderburn, the offi-
cers and men of the 115th Battalion,
and Lt.-Col. Mersereau, the officers
and men of the 132nd North Shore
Battalion. He speaks in appreciative
terms of the efficiency of both bat-
talions,

“I greatly enjoyed my visit to the
Canadian camp at Shorncliffe under
command of Col. Harry McLeod, K.
C, M. P. I never saw Col. McLeod
looking better. He is regarded as an
able administrator and is very popu-
lar with all the officers and men. Col.
Montgomery Campbell was also a very
busy man, being engaged in the work
of organizing a new 64th Battalion.”

Hon, Mr. Murray also visited Edin-
burgh and Glasgow and says that the
people there have fully awakened to
the seriousness of the present war
crisis. While in London he visited
the Royal Colonial Institute. He had
engagements to meet the Rt. Hon.
Bonar Law, New Brunswick’s distin-
guished son, and Hon. David Lloyd
George, but the political upheaval
took place abont that time and ren-
dered it impos.ible for him to meet
these political. leaders,

The minister arrived from the old
country at New York on December
18th. He went to Philadelphia for a
few days on bi¥iness and on his re-
turn to New York took the train en
route to New Brunswick. f

“I had a most delightful trip. I
tried to tell the people of the old
country about the great advantages
that New Brunswick offers and I feel
good results will come frdom my
work.” concluded Hon. Mr. Murray.

DN FSHER IND
“tYc" CUNARD ON
YESTERAYS BOAT

Well Kncwa St. John Me:
Returned on Metagama
After Playing Their Part
in Empire’s Game.

“If there is any peace made with-
out the Huns making reparation for
the wrongs they have inflicted on the
nations of the world there will be a
revolution in the armies now fighting
in France” was the remark of a
man who has just returned from the
front and who left the trenches about
eight weeks ago. The men want to
gsee the end of the war but they in-
tend to see to it that the Kaiser pays
for \the misery and bloodshed which
he has forced on the world and they
will fight if necessary for another ten
years to accomplish that end. There

must and there will be no inconclu-

sive peace.
Among the men who returned on
the Metagama yesterday was Quarter-

master Sergt. C. K. Cunard, who left;

he had very little to say. He did say,
howeyer, that there was a crying need
for more men, and that if more men
‘had been available this past summer
the Germans would have been further
back than they are today. Men, more
men, was the particular need at the
front today and if the Germans were
to be beaten men must be had. There
was no lack of munitions now, but
there was a lack of men to use them.
The men were all cheerful but could
not understand why the boys at home
did not come to their assistance more
rapidly. He said that there was a
number of men in St. John who he
wanted to have a little private con-
versation with before he went back
to the firing line, and he intends to
say a few words to all of them he
could come in touch with.

While in England he saw Capt.
Pickles and Lieut-Col. Good, both
were looking well.

Capt. Donald S. Fisher.

One of the St. John men on the
Metegama was Capt. D. S. Fisher, son
of W. Shives Fisher. Capt. Fisher
went overseas with the first contin-
gent in the R. C. D. and did good work
in France; in the summer of 1915 he
was wounded at the battle of Festu-
bert; he returned to the trenches in
January of this year and served until
August when he was seized with ap-
pendicitis and peritonitis and for
some weeks his life was despaired of.
His mother went to England to nurse

Ihim and yestenday accompanied him

home. Capt. Fisher though still far
from strong is feeling much improved

the shores of Canada with the first|in heaith but by the time his two

contingent and for twenty months wul

months’ leave is up he expects to be

in the thick of the fight in France. He, able to rejoin his unit.

left here with the 1st Canadian Divis-|

ional ‘Ammunition Column and has
been quartermaster sergeant at the
division headquarters in the field ever
since he landed in France.
About eight weeks ago he was sent
Jand from the S district
and while there was given six weeks’
leave and sent across on escort duty.
He will spend his leave at his home

at Oak Point.

PSS e R
Deaths Last Week.

Fifteen deaths occurred in the city
last week according to the Bbard of
Health report, the causes being as fol-
lows: Three from premature = birth,
two from senility and cerebral hem-
horrage and one each from gastritis,
pneumonia, convuisions, myocarditis,
heart failure, suppurative cystitis, dila-

Misister. of Agriculture Home After Successful Visit to

England and Scotland =
Made Imperial Wide — Met Colonel Mcleod anc

Corporal Spurgeon H. Keit!
Was Aw rded Coveted Hc -
nor for Distinguished Con-
duct at Ypres.

.

“His nhme is Spurgeon H. Keith,
D. C. M.,” sald Garry Brown of the
26th Battalion to The Standard re-
porter who went around to the dis-
charge depot on his dally hunt for
news yesterday afternoon when the
reporter accosted a bright looking
fellow who evidently had just arrived
on the Metagama from the firing line.

“Don’t put anything in the paper
about me,” said Corporal Keith, who
is a Sussex man, a son of George
Keith, a well known resident of that
place.

But the reporter was persistent and
Corporal Keith finally became a little
more sociable. “Yes, they did give
me the D. C. M. and they told me it
was for gallant conduct in first aid
work and for bombing. It was the
scrap we had at Ypres. I did the best
I could, but the bandages ran out and
it looked as if the Germans had got
us. I happened to see a bunch of
bombs. It was the bombs that did tl e
work, not your humble servant. The
Germans came across to our trenches
and I handed them a few English
bombs. I guess I got quite a number
of the enemy and those I couldn’t get
managed to beat it back to their own
trenches. Then I wag able to et »ar
wounded back in comparative safety.
This all happened on June 2nd. They
must have picked me out for the next
day Fritz got me good and I had to
leave the boys and take a bed in a
French hospital. I have been there
since June 3rd.

“You can just bet I am delighted to
bet back to Canada, and best of all
to good old New Brunswick. Thero
is no place like New Brunswick. The
farther I go the more I like this fair
province. It looks better to me than
ever before and now I am here until
they send for me from the great be-
yond from which they say no weary
traveller returns. My brother and I
have been running a farm. near Cal-
gary for the last five years, and if he
is willing I am certainly going to sell
out and gettle right at home. He is a
soldier too, with the signallers at the
front and I don’t think he will have
ay strenuous objections to my pro-
posals to sell out.”

Corporal Keith will go to his former
home in_ Sussex today. A royal wel-
come awaits the worthy son of a
worthy father in the busy Kings coun-
ty town.

DAVID WELLS LOSES HIS
HOME, L0353 ABOUT §2.000

Biaze Turns Family Out At
Tea Time. Nothing Savec
But Clothes on Their Backs

David Wells, Chariotte street ex-
tension, will have reason to remember
the Christmas of 1916, for last night
he lost his house and all its contents
by fire. - The family were at their tea
when the flames were first noticed,
and they had gained such headway
that they had to leave the house with-
out anything but the clothes on their
backs. ‘The neighbors soon arrived on
the scene, but it was impossible to
save the house, and their efforts avere
directed toward preventing its spread
to the buildings around, and in this
they were successful.

The house was a new one having
just been completed, and Mr. Wells
had no idea how the blaze started but
the supposition is that it was from a
flue.

The loss will amount to betweer

2,500 and $3,000 and ft 1s undenstood
that the insurance amounted to about
$1,500.
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Service First.

Do you get the kind of attention
you desire at the store you have been
accustomed to trading at?

Gundry’s is open to demonstrate ity
capabilities. You are welcome ta
exchange any plece purchased. You
may return goods, if so agreed, and
receive back your money. You may
practically do as you wish in making
a square trade, anything but cut the
price.—The First Price is the Best
Price.

B
We have said it before, in fact we
have dwelt upon the subject—Gener-
ally one merchant is equal to another
merchant, provided they can both pay
their bills, Just occasionally does it
fall to some one merchant to pull off
a scoop. We are in an unique posi-
tion in regard to Bracelet Watches
and Diamonds. Our offerings are
better value than ever before and we
are open to demonstrate. Gundry’s,
79 King street.
Rl sy

Messrs, Manchester Robertson Alli-
son, Limited beg to announce that &ll
their stores will open at nine o’'clock
and close at six o'clock daily during
January, February and March, 1917,
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Miss E. M. Heenan graduate nurse
of Newton Hospital, is spending the

tion of heart and pul y tub

Asked as to-conditions at the front' losis.

hiolidays with her mother, Mrs, H, F.
Heenan, Elliott Row,

T THEFRONT

Market Square—W, H. THORNE & CO., |_.TD,-—-§€ing Street

ey Sticks?
Platy of Thom - The Better Kids at That

With hockey season in full swing, we are prepared to meet
every requirement of either club or individual, our stock
comprising only the most reliable makes, !

Spaldings ...... «..... 50c.
Indian Groove ........ 60c.
 Bulit Up Gold ......... 65¢.
X Heel .....c sasseve.. 20c.
Boys’ Expert .......... 10c.

Indian—Plain ......... 800,
King ..... + 60c.
XX Heel ....
Boys' Expert .......... 15¢,
Hockey Pucks,

SPECIAL PRICES TO HOCKEY CLUBS.

T

TOYS,

today, these are all in perfect condition.

Marr Millinery Co., Ltd.

DOLLS,
FANCY BASKETS
o Be Cleared Out Today

We have a few toys, dolls, etc., that ‘we will sell at clearing prices

_

No
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Practical Feature of Stove Consiruction

..as been overlooked in the

MAGIC RANGE

Every part is designed for the comfort and convenience of
the user.
The Magic is unsurpassed for

under all conditions.
If your range is not helping you as it should, the best thing

for you to do is to get the Magic.
A PERFECT BAKER

Emeon &

giving satisfactory service

EASY ON FUEL

Fither Std

9 a.

6 p.

Scores
Open at

Close at

King $r.
GERMAINST.
AND
MARKET
SQUARE

m.

m.

RUG

‘HANDSOME HAIR PLUSH RUGS—Doub'e thickness

WOOL RUG —Best imported makes, fringed ends, plain

WATERPROOF RUGS — Genuine Maclntosh make in

For Motoring
and Driving

and bound ends; warm, durable, and just the nght weght
for motoring and driving.  Several novel designs and floral
effects, mott ed figures and stripes in wood shades. All
reversible, some with both sides fancy, o'hers with one

plain ssde.  Many different patterns - $3.75 1o $11.25
co.ors, fancy plaids, and real tartans - $3 25 to $16.00

reversib.e p aids or one side plan ru ber, $5.75 to $9.75
MEN'S FURNISHING DEPARTMENT

vV

Ma

CABINET

Finisn,
$13.00

Music Cabinets

A cabinet for sheet music 1s really a necessity in most
homes.

Valuable ard f:ivorite pieces are easily lost or torn whemﬁ

not kept in a suitable cabinet

u’'IC

We show many attractive desigas, mostly in - mahogany
finish. A nice pattern with dust proof door and shelves at
$10.50 and from that up to $22.00.

FURNITURE DEPT.—MARKET SQUARE

cgany

Ma

nchester Robertson Allison, Limited




