The latter is said to have caused the deathe
ot over 600 persons. She used a prepara-
tion of arsenic whichshe sold under the
name of ‘Aque Toffans,* It was slow
poison, the victim growing daily weaker
and gradually dying of physical exbaustion.
In Fraoe the most notorious female pois-
oners were Mme. de Brinvilliers (who was
taught the secret ol hs ‘succession power.
by Ste. Croix, which she successfully ad-
ministered to ber father and brothers) and
the still more notorious Lavoism and Lavi-
goreux, who being ostensibly midwives,
carried their poisons to high and low—
married couples anxious to hasten the
dissolutions ot the irksome tie, or meedy
heirs wishful to accelerate the departure of
rich relatives. A veritable mania for
poisoning sppears to have set in toward
the middle of tha seventeeth century.

In Eogland poisotiog was declared, by
an act passed in the reign ot Henry VIIIL.,
to be high treason, and those guilty of it
were to be boiled alive. The most notor-
iou, case (the poisoning of James I. by
Buckingbam, is only surmise), ot poison-
ing was that of Sir Thomas Overbury, in
tte year 1613. He bad incurred the dis-
pleasure ot Lord Rochester and his wite,
and they bhad both vowed to be revenged
on him. So atter they had got him com-
mitted to the Tower they set themselves to
poison his food by mixing arsenic and can-
tharides with it. For many months, though
suffering intensely, he appears to have
lingered on. At last a stronger dose than
usual put an end to his miserable existence.
The guilty couple to the King's
everlasting disgrace, were released after
five years' imprisonment.

One of the most curious points conuected
with poison is the fact that nations and in-
dividuals have been knowa to thrive on it.
Mithridates, King of Pontue, had poison
for his daily food. In the Gesta Romac-
orum we read that ‘the Queen of the North,
having heard of tbe great proficiency which
Alexander the Great made in learning,
under the tuition of Aristotle, nourished
ber daughter, from ber cradle, on a certain
kind ot deadly poison, and when she grew
up she was conaidered so beautitul that the
sight of h- r alone affegted maay with mad-
ness.' The young lady was sent to Alex-
ander, wbo, ot course, fell madly in
love with her. Aristotle, who knew
the plot warned the king who woere-

commanded a crimical whom
he bad condemed to death to kiss the girl.
Sarce had the man touched her ruby lLips
belore ‘his whole frame was impregnated
with poison, and he expired in greatest

ony.
lnylhe present day it is well known tbat

" the peasant girls ot S'yria consume large
quantities o arsenic to add to their persor-
al charmes. It isa common habit also
among men. It is said to improve the
complexion, to promote digestion and to
strengthen the respiratory orgens. T:e

worst of itis tbat when once yon bave
commenced taking the drug it means death

to leave it off.
An Aldermaun’s Value,

An alderman in a Western city of about
three thcusand inbabitants, having made
arrangements to remove to anotber city,
resigned his office. Such a thing as the re-
signation of an aldermin was entire’y new
in the history of the place, and at the next
meeting of the city council one of the
honorable members introduced a resolu-
tion, with a long preamble, setting forth
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at a Time—She Makes a Statement.

TORONTO, ONT.—%“I was troubled
with nervousness. It was impossible for:
me to keep still and if the spells came
over me during the night I had to get up
and walk the floor for hours at a time.
My blood was very poor and I wassubject
to bilious attacks. My feet would swell
and I was not able to do my own house-
work. I treated with two of the best
physicians here but only received relief
for a time. I became discouraged. Ome
day a friend called and advised me to try
Hood's Sarsaparilla. I laughed at thead-
vice but I was prevailed upon and pro-
cured one bottle. BeforeIused it all I
began to feel better. I took several bot-
tles and also several boxes of Hood’s Pills.
Now I can eat and drink heartily and
sleep soundly. Hood’s Sarsaparilla has
entirely cured me and also strengthened
me 80 that I now do all my own work.
I cheerfully recommend Hood's Sarsapa=-
rilla to all sufferers from nervousness,
weakness or general debility.” Mgzs. H.
F. PARM, Degrassi Street.

Hood’s Pills Sy Eomni gl
the rew conditious of things that confront-
od the municipality, and providing for the
calling of & special ¢lection to fill the
vacancy. This was discussed with much
fervor. At last the mayor as presiding of-
ficer. asked the city clerk what the expense
of a epecial election would be.
d'Akbont eighteen dollars,’ answered the

erk.

Gentlemen,’ raid his honor, solemnly,

‘an alierman isn’t worth it.’

And the resolution failed fo pss.

The Two Mr. Spriogs.

There were two men of the same name
in the Twentioth Infantry at Camp Wikeff,
says the New York Press. Oae, hailing
from Massachueetts, is a sergeant of Com-
pany I, whilethe other, a Pennsylvanian,
is a private in Company M. Soon after
the regiment arrived at Montauk Point,
Sergeant Spring began to get very flatter-
ing letters from a young lady living in &
smsll Penneylvania town; also expreess
packages, which were none the less wel
come for being unexpected. At the same
time Private Spring was deciding that he
must be asle to charm at a distance, be-
cause & Massachusetts girl was writing to
him in a particularly affectionate strain,
and wanting to know if there wasn't some-
thing she could send him. Private Spring
thought of: a lot of things tbat he could
use if he had them, bat as the fair corre-
spondeant had omitted to sign ber last name
it didat seem feasible to write for them.
Presently both Springs began to get latters
complaining that no answers had been re-
ceived to questions asked in the writer's
previous letters. At the height of the tangle
Sergeant Spring was walking along the
road one day, when a comrade called bis
name. He and another mn ahead of him
both walked back, asking what was
wanted.

¢Is your name Spring, too P’ asked the

eant.

‘That's what,” replied the other m n.
*Francie Joseph Spring.’

‘Well, thai's me, too,’ said the sergeant.

‘Say,’ he added, as a thought struck him,
‘do you get letters from a girl named
Mo'lie P

‘No, I don't,’ replied the other. ‘Not
a8 many as 1 ought to."

‘I do, more tban I ought to,' said the
sergeant. ‘I guess they're yours.'

*I've got some from Sarah that I'll trade
for 'em,’ said the private, grinning.

‘That’sa go,' answered the Massachusetts
man, and all was satistactorily arranged,
except tor the contents of sundry 08,
which bad been devoured. Aftér that the
two Springs met every other day and held
a mall exchange.

A Social Curtom Puzzles Bridget.

There is a detroit family that arranged
to spend the cold season in the Bermudas,
and due announcement of the fact was
made in the ususl way. An unlorseen
event deferred the proposed trip, and the
pride of the good wife did not permit of
her acknowledging a change in the plan of
campaign as proclaimed to the world
through the newspapers. They would go
later, and meantime they would hive it
believed that they had already departed.
All the servants but one had been aismiss-
ed. The front of the house waes made to
look as though the place was closed, and
temporarary residence was taken up in
rear apavtments A friend of the family
who bad juet returned to the citv, called
and was bent upon letiiag the tolks know
she was back. Her persistent manipuls-
tion of the bell led the servant to show her
beaming countenance through a crack of
the door. :

¢Is your mistress at home?’

‘She o'id to tell yez they air in the Bar-
mudz ’ !

*Ob, away from homs P’

*They sir at home ia the Barmudrs.’

‘But they muet have gone from home in
order to be so far away.’

‘It yez'll wait I'll ask tbe misthress.
Shure. I can’t be ramimberin’ how it is,
g L

waite ¥ ; even s

o[ wus rolabt I was il tag folmer an-
nounced the hendmeid. ‘The mis-
thregs is bere in the Barmudis. - Would

yux be l'avin’ & carrud P

the Floor During the Night for Hours | Mise

vainfal part ol West African history. Mise
yearsin O!d Calabar. The children are
aged respectively 2. 8, 5 and 19 yesrs,
and each is one of twins appointed at one
time to die, in accordance with & superati-
tious custom prevailing in the Niger comst

In the course of an interview Miss Sles-
sor said thet all twins born were according
to the native laws to be put immediately
to death, and if s orly thdse who have
been rescued by the mistonaries snd plac-
ed beyond the reach of the native power
who have so far escaped. The clildren m
the Oron were four of theee. Altogether,
Miss Slessor has hereelf saved the lives of
fifty-one twits,

When the twins are born they are at
onoe taxen from the mother, and, it no one
interieres, they are taken by the feet and
head and have their backs brokeén acroes &
native woman‘s koee, in the same way as
one would break a stitk. The bodies are
then placed in an earthenware receptacle
and taken to the bush, where they are de-
voured by the flies, insects or animals.
Sometimes tte lictle victims are put in
these receptacles alive, and are then eaten
alive in the same way. The mother be-
comes an outcast, If she does not at once
take ber own life, she has to flee to the
bush. 1f she ventures near the towa or
village, she must see that she does not re-
main in the path when any other native is
coming. Her pretence, according to the
superetitution, would defi'e the place for
others. She mu t not drink from the same

spring, must not touch anything even be-
longing to her own relaives, and there is
little cause for wonder that the takes away
ber lite, which bas becoms a living death.
Miee Slessor is accompanied on the Oren
by Miss McIntosh, and together they are
going to establish a home for these native
twins. The natives superstition is that the
birth of twins is the result of witchcraft and
deviltry. Formerly the mother, as well as
the childeen, was put to death. The inter-
vention of the wbite missionaries aund trad-
ers had saved her life. Miss Slessor said :
‘It is really impoesible to at onoe put an
end to the horrikle native customs. There
could be no better governors than we have
at present Sir Rilph Moor and Sir Claude
Macdonald have helped ué all they cem.
We don't want them to kill the natives, to
make them abolish ‘the shocking praoctice.
We hope by saving the children and bring-
ing them up like other cbhildren to show the
patives that they are wrong in their beliet.
It is their religious belief that makes them
kiil their children.'—London Chronicle.

AN INVINCIBLE BOBSE TAMBER.
Early Acbievements of an Ohjioan Who Be-
came Weorld Famous.

Lida Rose McCabe sketcbesin St. Nick-
olas the hfe story ot an obscure country boy,
whose love of horses ‘turned in leat in civ-
ilization,* and brought him, beyond any
man ot his time, into close sociai intimacy
with the crowned sovereigns of the world.

His name was Jobn 8. Rarey. Early in
the century, his father—cleared a tract of
forest land on the outskirts 6t Ohios capit-
al. On this virgin spot was built a log cab*
in, in which the future horsetamer was
born. The cabin in time became the be-
ginning of the village of Groveport, known
half a century ago to lovers ot horees
throughout the civilized world.

While a babe on his mothers arms, it
was young Rarey delight to watch the ani-

mal life on the farm. To pet the horses.|

and cows was ever to the boy a keen plea-
sute. When he could make his way alone
to the farmyard, it was observed that the
friekiest colts were docile under the car-
essing strokes ot the cbilds band. Jobn
was the youngest of seven children. At
this period he was the only child at home.
The Rarey iarm was isolated. Many miles
lsy between neighbors. Having no youth-
fal playmates, bis warm little heart made
fiiends of the chickens, the cows and the
ocolts. At the age of three yearsit was his
delight to ride astride the plowgh-horses.

One significant incident in the childbood
of the invincible horse-tamer was frequent.
1y related by his motber. It occurred in
bis fourth year. The family being at the
dinner-table, one day, it was discovered
that tte cbair of the youngest was vacant.
A servant was sent in quest of the truant.
The fields, the barns, the Haymounnds were

searched in vain. A terrific scramble was
heard, at length, in s gravel roadway near
by. To the borror  of ithe distracted
housebold, Johnny was_ discovered
;p:thoh&ohhg wildest colt on the
< Expectivg tosee the child fall to the

pd every moment, the father started to
is rescue ; but to the reliet of the house-

hold, colt and rider soon reined up in safety
e e g g 1
conduct, and ¢
colt were the best of friends. ' To convir ce
his fatber of bis mastery of the colt, he
mounted and dismounted, bridled avd un-
bridled the animal, who, to the astonish-
ment of the spectators. gubmitted to his
directions. His control ot
much talked of in the neighbor-
that time the young horse-
man wes in great demand to carry mes-
sages between the ecattered farmhonses.
Before his niath yeac bis reputation tor
horsemanchip in that part of the couatry
was unrivlled. '
Two Grizzly Cubs,

Next to Kit Carson, Jim Baker was
G neral Fremont's most vatued scout ‘He
was a famous bear bunter, and cae occas-
ion be and a companion bad a band to
hand fight with two young grizaly besrs
as large asfull grown dogs. Colonel
Inman describes the lively contest in his
book ‘The : Old Savta Fo Trail." While
Baker and bis comrade were setting traps
on the head waters of the Arkansas, they
suddenly met the bears, and Baker
remarked ; . ‘If we light in and kill the var-
mints with our knmivesit will be a big
thing to tell of.* They laid aside their
rifies and lit in, Baker atta  king one bear
ard his comrade the other. The bears
raised themselvs on their baunches amd
were ready for the encounter. Biker ran
around his bear, trsing te get in a blow
from behind with bis long kni'e; but the
brute was too quck for him and always
confronted him face to face. Baker
knew that if he cwme within reach
of the bear's claws he should receive
a severe wound. Moreover, he was in
fear that the howls of the cubs would bring
their infuristed mother to the scene, when
the bunters would have a slim chance of
getting away. Avxious to end the fight,
Baker made several lunges at the bear,
bat the cub warded them with his strong

fore paws. The animal, hawever, received
severe cuts on bis shoulders, which so
meddened bim thst with open mouth he
bounded at Baker. The cool bunter
cavght the cub, wrestled with him, and
gave him a death-wound ynder the rios.

Bakers comrade, who bad become ex-
heusted by his struggle with the other bear
called for aid. Baker ran to his assistance,
whereupon' the friend ran off, leaving
Baker to fight the second bear alone. He,
however, soon had the satistaction of sec-
n3 that cnbfjstretched on the ground mot
tar trom the other one.

I then and ther made up my mind, said
Baker, I'd never fight nary ‘nother grizziy
without a good ehooting-iron in my paws!

8'a Watsr of Many Ovlors,

On a bright, sunny ddy visitors are
often przzled at the numerous eolors vis-
ible on the surface of the sea. There will,
perbape, be some four or five streaks of
green, blue, yellow, black and so forth,
making the water appear as though it were
painted in ooler stripes of maihematical
precision. To the initated these several
siripes have their meaning. They are
nearly all produced by the .character ‘ot
the ocean bed, and as a rule are ouly seen
in close proximity to land. ‘Xt yop te)
a deep blue or green patch, you may label
it deep water, the blue usually being deep-

er than the green. A yellowish ting | feri

signifies a sandy bottom, and it it is very

can feel the finger nailson the misieng:
band and bave &' derire to trim them. Im

fact, there sre times when I can feel every

sensation, and it requires a second thought
/before I can reslise that my hand“is mot

there. This may oll sound famoy, Butit

. “:o.dn!‘:; b':tbe -uaic:‘ lh.‘- g8

coun

tion, or whatever you like. _.I-.
Dide't Waut the Fare.

The following little story, which the
writer heard from ‘& near relative of the
lite Lord Coleridge, shows that ‘the Len~
don cabby is not incapabls of gratitade. -

One evening, many years ago, the then
eminent barrister was returning home ina
bsnsom, and beiog probably deep. in
thought, be left come valuable law’ papers
in the cab. The cabman found them. snd
luckily remembering his passenger, brought
them directly to him, instead of taking

them to Scotlend Yard.® This proceeding

saved infinite trouble, as the paperd wére
to be used the following morning, and the
man received a very large reward.

Many montbs after, the grest lawyer
was again in & bansom on a certain even-
ing, and on getting out he tendeved the

fare to the driver, who, to his great

surprise, refased to take any pay. :

*No," be said. ‘I suppose you have for-
gotten the papers I brought back. and the
bandsome present you made me; but I
have long wished for the chance to take
you for nothing.¢

Considering how very little a cabman
often realises, this is rather touching.—Tid
Bits.

Corke and Caution,

' There is a lad in & certain Sosttish town
who is noted for his shrewdness. The other
day he was sent by his father to a neigh-
bouriog public house with the following
order :—

‘Please send to our house ten dozen of
ale.’

Now it so happens thst one of the
publican'’s faults is a propensity to poke
his nose into other people's business, aund
80. when he bad read the order, he could
not help ejsculating : — !

‘Guid gracious, laddie, and whatever is yer
fether gaun twe dae wi' sae muckle ale P *®

For a moment Johnuie was pussled,
knowing that his father woulin't like him
to exactly tell the trath. Then an ides
occurred to him, and he quietly replied : —

*I'm no verra sure, but I think he's géun
tae mak’ a cork frame, and he'll need the
corks.”

Fn The Forecast Office,

The youtbful weather proohet was plain-

ly mortified. He bad just been appointed

and bis first prediction had mot been.

verified.
*‘The r2ason we didn'c have thit storm,”
he explained earnes'ly—— )

‘Hueh!" interrupted his aged superior. -

‘T this business we never stop to a| ise.
Just guess sgain.’ : i

Fucjher Explaived.

‘Did you say thet gantleman made big
fortune by some important discoverigs in
medical lore P’

* ‘Yes; be d & new way o ad-

vertise an invaluable cure-all.’
Potuted. f
‘I don't believe in being affable 4 in-

ors.
. ‘Youa don’t ? Just think how lon#lf
would be if everybody felt that way:

ﬁronounood. indicates a shosl or sandbank.
lack indicates rocks, although d or
cloud shadows will sometimes produce &
similar effect. On '2'?’ ‘ooast it is no
uncommon'thing to sée'd’ p

red where the sun bas r¢flscted the color of
the d.g brown sand on the surface.
Where the bottom is muddy, as on the Es-
sex copst, & streak of \right silver grey is
oftesf - seen,

————————————
¢ Hard to Explain,

‘I often h:d beard stories sbout persons | ||

who were minus & basd or foot feelivg »
sensation in the dismembered portion,*
said o gentlewsn who bad the misfortune
%o lose bis left hand in & railway socident,
‘but I never ‘actusl'y . ;

atoh of bright!
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