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to know that he is glving excellent satisfaction. Ounr
six evangelists were In the work 1715 days, 1,493 of
of which were spent in direct work among the people,
393 daye were given to touring. Their reports tell of
48 476 hearers. As many of the same people are in-
cluded in the reports of the different monthe we may
estimate that at least 16, 0co were bronght, during the
year, more or less frequently nnder the influence of the
spoken gospel.
COLPORTAGE.

Our colportenrs now number four, but one has an eve-
ving school, another spends half his time in the reading
room and all regard preaching as & prominent part of
their work. They spent 316 days in touring. ItTsa great
satisfaction to think that even when we are sleeping,
many poor s>uls may be learning the way of life from the
printed pages. One hundred and ninety rupees were re-
celved for the 5502 books and papers sold by colporteurs,
evangelists and misal

ies
% PROSPRCTS.

We are more than ever persuaded that God has “‘much
people '’ on all our fizlds and that what is needed is more
godly living and more patient and wide spresd proclama-
tion of the glad tidings in the power of the spirit and
thousands will be gathered into the hovor and glory of
our king J. C. Avcuinarp,

Chicacole, Dec, 31st.,
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Unanswered Prayers.

BY | D ALLEN

No one who belleves his Hible can doubt that God
anewers prayer. Uader ce tain clreumstances the haman
beart inatinctively fills with prayer, and God's book
filled with the splrit of It contalus
examples of prayer and many suswers to prayer, Whe,
then, do s0 wmany prayers seem Lo go wnangwered 7 It o
because there are conditlons, too. that are very diffi st
for poor sinful mortals to fulfi'l

Faith fe one of these conditions, and perhaps the chilef
one, if there be any chief. Many talk and write as if it
were the only essential element in prayer. It is one of
the essentisls; for “‘without faith it {s lmpossible to
plesse him."" ' What things soever ye derire, when ye
pray, helleve that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them." Thix is strong, «nd we might hang every prayer
on that conditiep, if there were no other passages bear-
iug on prayer. But the Rible mus' be interpreted by the
Bible, and that ststement must be mbddified by other
- statements.

So, snother condition of prayer {s persunal righte~ns-
mess. DOivid saye: ‘IfI regard in'quity in my heart
the Lord will not hear me " The hesrt mnst be right '
with- Ged  We can nof hide sin in our hearts and ob-
tain answers to our prayers, however much faith we may
bave. The sacrifices of God ere a broken spirit; a.
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt mot
despise.’’

A pure and nvselfish molive is also a condition of
prayer. James says, ‘ Yeask, sud receive mnot, becaus:
ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it npon your lus's "
So, no matier how many other elements of praver we may
have, we may not ssk for purely selfish ends and expect
to obtain.

Still another condition of praver is that it must be in
Christ's name, ‘‘Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name,
that will I do,”” etc. The gronnd of our asking must be
Christ, not man, The merit is his not ours. It is his
blood that has efficacy, not onr works. *‘If ye shall ask
anything in my name, I will do it.”” But does this mean
we may ask without faith and without a right spirit and,
yet ob'ain? Certainly not, i

One more condition is to ask for the right thing. Some
prayers are foolislr ; some injurlous, if granted ; some
impossible to grant, becanse wrovg or becauss they con-
tradict other prayers. The Judge of the earth must do
zight. : .

There may be other-conditions of true prayer. but I
mention only one more, and that is submission to the
divine Will. Jesus tsught bis disciples to pray “‘Thy
will be done ' Himself prayed : ‘‘Nevertheless not my
will; but thine, be dope.”” There is no real prayer that
is mot thoroughly anbmiss’'ve to the will of God. We
must be willing for him to revise, and strike out, and
grant what be wills

Now it is readily seen to be vo easy matter for sinfal
men to come up to the divine standard for prayer. It is
a0 difficuit that we do not often reach it. We may today
bave some of the conditions, but fall in others. If so
how can we claim the promises? Indeed, can we ever
be absclutely sure of any specific request? It seems to '
me we can not. Wecan on'y commit our ways unto the
Lord ; * trust also in bim ; and he sball bring itto pass.”’

It may have already occurred to the reader that there
is a difference betweein answering prayer and granting
the thing asked. S thereis.

God hears and answers prayer, sometimes by giving
the thing asked, sometimes by giving something else,
sometimes by a refusal. In any case it is an answer.
‘When Elijah prayed for fire to come down from heaven

fa

prayer many

-

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

God sent the fire, S5 aleo the raln, When the children
of Israel coufessed their sin of murmuring and asked

Moses 0 pray that the fiery serpent might bs taken from

them, Moses prayed and God anawered ; but he did not
remove the fi:ry serpent. He told Moses to p epare a
remedy for its sting. Paul had a thorn in the flegh and
three times besought the Lord to remove it. God heard
and answered, but not by removing the thorn, ** My
grace is sufficient for thee '’ was the siguificant answer,
Even the prayer of Jesus in Gethsemane was not granted.
His prayer, however, was prefix:d ' yau ' if '’ ** Father,
if it be possible, let this cup pass It dd not pase. He
drank it. He is our example in prayer as in everything
If we follow Mm he will lead us home. —Sel,
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Some Famous Songs And Those Who
Make Them.

Perhaps no sovg is dearer to the Germans than “Dle
Wacht am Rhein,’’ and cartainly that lsnd of music
can furnish no air mors stiring  From the earliest
folk lore, such asthe story of the Rhulncgold in the
“Nibelungen Lied,"” that of the dragou 0a Drachenfels
down through =11 the years, Germans have woven
Romance snd poetry about the Rhine,

When we realizs how closely the Jife of Germany, in
legend and in history, has been awociated with the
famous river, it does pot seem strange that The * Watch
on the Rhiine” awavens feelings of patelotiom fn every
irae child of the Fatherland,

THE WATCH ON THE

A volge rerounds lke thunder peai

‘MiA dashing wavs and clang of stee] |

“The Ruloe, the Rhine, the G rrman Rhine |

Wha gasrds to day my streaw dvine 7 7

Dasr Fatherland, no danwer thive |

D ar Fatherland, no danger thine

Pirm stavd thy sons to wa'eh, (0 watch the Rhine,
Firm stand thy sons to wateh, to waioh the Ralus

RUHINK

The words of this song were written by Max Schneck
enburg, snd music was compased by Carl Withelm
TERTING ON

THE OLD CAMP GROUND

This popu ar alr, which has had o sale of hundreds of
thousants of coples  came as n sudden inspira‘ion to its
author, Walter Kittre 'ge, when he was drafied Into our

army in 1861, He was bern in the little town df Wer.

rimeck, N H. in 812 and was the son of a farmer, and
the tenth child in the famlly of eleven children, His
echool rdacation was limited to the small common

school of the village. He showed a strong predilection
for music when he wae youug, and he tells in one of his
letters how deep was the impression made upon him
when his father bought oneof those old-foshioned in-
struments called a seraphim. and had it sst up in the
honse and gave his fsmily musi~al treats by playing up-
onit. How unusual for a poor farmer with
eleven children to cultivate the musical art and
bring music iato the family for the delight of his child-
ren, When Walter Kittredee was twenty years old he
began to give ballad'concerte, anlina few yearsthere-
after he joined that well known company of singers, the
Hutchinson family. Daring the first year of the Cleil
War he published a small, original Union s>nghook.
When drafted and prepariag to go to the front he wrote
both words and music of ** Teatig on the Old Camp
Ground.”
We're tentiog to-night on the old camp ground,
Give us a so~g to cheer
Qur weary hearts, a song of home,
Aud friends we love so dear. «
We've been tenting to-night on thecld canp groun?,
Thinking of days gone by, ?
O! the loved ones at home that gave uy the hand,
And the tear that sald '* Good by ! "

These aretthe first two stavzis, and the refrain, which
in words and music is tender and tovching, was enng to
each of the four : —

Many are the heartsthat are weary to-night,
Wishing for the war to cease

Many sre the hearts fooking for the right,
To see the dawn of peace.

Tenting to-night, tenting to night,
Tenting on the old camp ground

Like so many ot@er good thivgs in art and literature
this song was for some time refussd publication. But,
the anthor being a singer and rendering the song sym-
pathetically, soon made it popular, and Oliver Ditson &
Co. brought it out, Mr. Kittredge has written numerouns
other song®, but none more popular than this,

THR CAMBELLS ARE COMIN',

This martial »ir, which had great popularity at ome
time. is very old. John Campbell, the ‘‘Great Argyle'
of this famillar song, was r- ferred to by Sir Walter Sco't
in *The Heart of Mid.Lothian,”’ ia these worde: ‘ Few
names deserve more honorable mention in the history of
Scotland, dnring the memorab'e vear of 1715, than that.
of John, Duke of Argyle and Greenwich, Soaring above
the petty distinctions of factior, his volce was raised for
those measures which were atonce just snd lenient.”
Pope alluded to him iu the lines :—

“ Argyle, the Stats's whole thander harn to wiel i,

And shake alike the senate and the fizld.”"

It was perhaps more popular hers thirty or forty years
since, but it is still sung with zest in Scotland.
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The Campbells are comin’, o-ho, 0-ho,

~ The Campbells sre comin’, o-ho. 0.ho,

The Campbells are comin’ to Bonnile Lochleven ;
‘The Campbells are comin’, 0 ho, o-ho.
There are three stanzas only, the words of the second
and third running ;—
Great Argyle goes before, before
He makes the canuons and guas to roar,
Wi’ sound of trampet, pipe, and denm,
The Campbells are comin’, 0-ho. o-ho.
The Campbells they are a’ in arms,
Their loyal faith and truth to show ;
Wi’ bauners rattliv' in the wind,
The Campbells are comin’, 0-ho. o ho.

The poetry i1 nothing remarkable, and we do not know
who wrote it. The chorusi, or r:frain, after each verse is
stirring and martial and made tlie song popular.

These are only a few from a large number which at
one time and another, and some of them for a very long
period, have been populsr on the tented field, on the seas,
and in the homes of patriots. * Rule, Britannia ' is one
of the most stirring among them, which Eoglisbmen sing
with zest,

v RULR, BRITANNIA,
When Britain first at Heaven's command

Arose from out the sxare main,

This was the charter of the land
And guardian angels saug this straln
Rale, Britsnnia !

Britmoula ruies the waves ;

Britons never will be alavee,

The Standard,,
o o, N

As to Bill Blake.

A midslonary who was one dav visltiog bis prishion
lonere, wan naked by one of them why he never called 1o
see Biil Diske. Thie Bill Blske was & uotorfons poseher
and drankard, & fisrece, wi'd man
than the lot ¢f us, snd ye never cal!
bit sfrald of him?*

Noaw, that wes the trath,

‘ He neads ye wore

I say, aren't yo &

Desep down iu the mission

ary's hewrt he heard a volee saylng, ‘“‘Coward ' He
went atrafght off homs, got on his knees before the
Lord and sald Chowd, Lam & covard | glve me cour-

age to go snd ree Bill Binke, aad I'll go. '

Jeeus Chritt answers honest prayers, and he Jid in this
fostance. Strong in the Lord, his servant went to see
k1L, Bill Blake was astonished *' [ suppose you're come
to try to couvert me,” he sald. ‘' I suppose you're about
right,*’ suld the wyleslonary. *‘ Joey, ' said his father,
*‘go upstalrs and bring me that coil of new rope that's
lying there.” Blil's boy soon returned with the rove,
' Sitin that chair, Joey,'" was the next command. 7

The missionary stood by, wondering what Blll Blake
was up 10, as Joey seated himeelf in a great wooden chair
that stood by the fiteside. In silence Bill tied hisboy s
bedy to the back of the chair, and knotted him, arms and
Lgs, hard and fast, all over, When he had done, he
turned to his visitor and said, ‘' Is he fast ?'' ** That he
ie,” +aid the misglonary. * Can he get away?'* ‘' No,
indeed, he cannot,” was the reply.

‘*Well, see here, missionary, tha'’s jost what 1 am;
I’m fast bound hand and foot by my #ins, and bave been
80 for yenrs, and [ can't get nway.”’ Then pulling a kni'e
from his pocket, he cut the rope ail round bis boy, and
again turning to the misslonary, sald, *‘Is he free?”
¢,0h, yes,” * Did he free himself? ' ** No: thst he did
not,”’ said the now delighted miesloaart, who saw his
¢hance to tell poor Bill of Jesus.

“ Well,"” snid Bill Blske, ** when you can do that for
me, I’il be glad to see you, but si' ce you cann-t there's
the door.""

} “S'opa bit, Bill,"" rsid the missionary, “‘atop a bit;
slthongh I cana t, I've a friend who can

Very soon the Jesus who was manifested to break
every yoke, broke Bill Blake's and set him free, - Sel.

R ]
God's Way.

I asked the Lord that I might grow
In faith and love and every grace ;
Might move of his salvation know,

And seek more earnestly his face.

‘Twas hie who teueht me thus to pray,
And he, I trust, has answered prayer :
But it has been in such a way

As almost drove me to despair.

1 hoped that in some favored hour
At once he'd arswer my request,

Aud by his love's constrainiog power
Sabdne my sine and give me rest.

Instead of this, he made me feel
1he hidden evlls of my heart ;
And let the n'r{ powers of bell
Assanlt my soul in every part.

Yen, more : with his own hand he seemed
Intent to agrravate my woe ;

Crossed all the fair designe I schemed,
Blasted my gourds and laid me Jow.
*Lovd why is this?" I trembling crled :
** Wilt thou pursue thy worm to death ?*
*"Tisin this way,' the Lord replied,

** I answer prayer for grace aund faith.”
** These inward trials I employ.

From eelf and pride to set thee free,

And bresk thy schemes of earthly joy,
That thon may'st seek thy all in me.”

—NEwIoN,




