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The Art o{ Hlnmmg

OHN CLIFFORD, D, D,

I'he Jomans of Republican times did
not leave their blaming to be done by

The one sim of all profitable biame ia

improvement. The critic is Hitdde if 1w
is merely the judge. He has not per
formed hall his work. He is meant to |

be an instructor.
a well-aimed and

Righteous cenauro |
disinterestod endeavor

bed Ihe most important part ¢ | W promote what is the truest, and best
anybody e me ' part of |
’ | and loveliest. It seeks perfection and
the n‘, |‘)(nwlh nlhl“lm\ lu;-l“‘:":"l i‘:“:il" | withholds disapprobation if nothing is ¢
caused the office to be revere o

Roman Commonwealth, was the control
wod direction of private anid public man
ners he Censors were the appointed
conservators of virtue and morality, and
were bound to maintain the old Roman
habits and character both in the home
the state, Censure was thus re
duced o a system scarcely lesk exact
than that for crime ; and biame had its
| modes of expression prescribed with a
mifuteness of detail equalling the regu
Intions for the sale of goods. o modern
societly every person is a critic, and is at
liberty to follow caprice or conscience,
or neither, in the exercise of the tunc
tions belonging to the self-assumed po-
sition. The smallest man in tie small-
est circle of life tHinks himself an or
| dained critic, and treats his varying
and contradictory ‘opinions as the off-
spring of an infallible inspiration; and
the greatest man, instead of being shield-
ed by his dignity and goodness, is the
more exposed to the poisoned shafts of
unscrupulous foes. Seven-eighths o
our conversation are heavily weighted
with censure. Nothing is so easy, noth-
ing so common, nothing so pleasant.
{ Late shorn of the luxury of fault-finding
were dull as an Irish bog, and repulsive
a8 Arctic seas

From thisirregular blaming some men
shrink as from the sharp and_glittering
| edge of the surgeon’s knife. They great-
ly prefer to be flattered and weak, than
cut to the quick and be made strong.
Every voice that fails to echo the sweet
music they sing to themselves is incur-
| ably dishonest and cssentially wicked.
| Clothed from head to foot with the sensi-
tive garment of self-conceit, you cannot
touch them at any point without start
ing their indignant remonstrance. They
| are impatient of the undisciplined host
of fault-finders ; and they are here! The
idea is absurd. Let them seek some
ofher clime. Men and societies grow
out of their prejudices and vices by the
bracing service of courageous censors
who spare no thing weak, or low, or bad.
The art of blaming has been well under-
stood by the chief benefactors of men.
T'he “seers” have been masters of sar-
casm. Flattery may pleasantly waft us
into the fool's paradise of sell-satisfao-
tion, but severe exposure of faults and
whirlwinds of ob loquy are much more
likely to put us within the gates of the
kingdem of heaven. He who has on His
head now the “many crowns” of domin-

and

ion, wore here the “crown of thorns.”
Incontinent blame is better for most
men than the best regulated praise.

“There are,” says Lord Bacon, “so many
false points of praise, that & man may
justly hold it in suspec Augustine
writes in his ninety-third epistle: “Every-
one who spares you is not your friend,
nor everyone who strikes you your
enemy ; it is better to love with fidelity
| than to deceive by good nature”” And
# higher authority than either embraces
| every: extreme when He says: “Blessed

be gained by it beyond hearing  the
critic talk. [ts nim is noble-and unsell

ish, and it scorns to make s man an
offender merely for a word, or to pan
ish him for an' illustration; when the

principle he enuncistes is sound and
good.  With every sentence shaped to
such a worthy end, and saturated with

such . & (loving spirit, fault-tinding be
comes what it ought always to be, a
‘means” or channel “of grace;” even
of that grace of God which teaches us

that “denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteous-
and godly in this present world.”

n if we have attained these ex
cellencies it will be well for us to ob
serve the third:canon in this art, which |
is that the mould in which all profitable
censure is cast is that of seif-remem
brance. How much blame would be
hushed in perpetual silence by healthy
obedience to this simple maxim ? Still
ness would settle o’er a thousand circles
now noisy with the din of censure.
Sentences that have gone forth agai
men would be instantly recalled. If, as
Burns sings, someone had

“The gift to &
yursclves as athers |
it would instantly gag myrinds of critics |
and greatly moderate the vehemence of |
those who niight feel thémselves called |
to speak. Have you mnot heard men |
blaming others who only needed for a |
single moment a faithful mirror before |
them, or one leaf of memory turned over,
to force them to pray for the earth to
open and swallow them up? When
Oliver Cromwelljwas besieging the Castle
of Edinburgh, he was himself besieged
by hosts of letters from the Presbyterian
ministers, who were insisting that he
was something very bad indeed, and
ought to reverse his policy in accordance
with their directions. In answer to
these divings Cromwell wrote a letter
in which ‘this passage occurs: “Dear
brethren, I beseech you think it possible
you may be wrong.” This is a great
discovery to makein any department of
life; but in none more important than
in the art of blaming.—Church [aquirer

e

How a Chnnmm Bears Trouble

|
To see

BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLE}

As the Bible was. intended to be a
guide for'human life, quite a large part
of it is made up of biography ; and it
abounds in object lessons drawn from
human experience. One of these many
object-lessons is presented in the twellth
chapter of the book of the Acts of the |
Apostles ; it pictures to us a scene at |
midnight in a Jewish prison. Peter is |
in his cell, and on the next day he is to |
be lmvn;ln out by IHerod, and sent to
heaven in the bloody suit of a martyr
This is his last night in trouble. To- |
morrow the executioner’s axe will send
him where trouble never comes.

| all things

| gather
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that his bro

practicing the same graes

ther Paul did afterwanis, whon from his THE CANADA
| prison in Rome Jie wrote o his son

Pimothy I know whom | have trusted

et n e v e e | SUGAR REFINING C
keep that which I have committed to -

Him untdl that day Paul knew that

his martyrdom waa just st hand, but he Limited), MONTREAL,
hiad made Jesus Christ bis trustee, nnd OFFER FOR NALE ALL ORADES OF
be feit no me incusiness than he did KEFINKED

wbout the r WrmOrrow's sun 3
Both those et witke Jitst Wit You D S ars d
were Chirlst's men They had no more

promises than yeu have, and no other

g B Rty B Syrups
watchword of their brave, fearless m

)m.d and compaoted lives was, “ will OF THE WELL-KNOWN BRAND OF

That gave them such calm and
-(1.“\\”&-\,”7\:- In this world so full

of difficultivs and discases and disasters
there A great many anxieties that
make people lie awake To-morrow
morning 1 will go and draw that money
out of that bank,” says the uneasy mer

nre

chant, who has heard some suspicions | Certificate of Strength and Purity
of the bank’s solvency. Distrust of opr | Cnamica LABORATO
fellow-creature’s honesty, or truthfal- | Medical Faculty, McGill U niversity

ness, or fidelity is sad enough, but a Touw('mul. u.(.y](.ﬁnmu(ompul]

Christian’s ust o Saviour and 3 mrTLEMR ave taken and tested & sample of

e s ‘!';}"_’l‘ { his “}' i v"”,‘ y«mr“KXTKA GRANULATED » aser, and fiad

1is almighty Friend, is a sin that brings | fhat it yielded 99. r cent of pure sugar. It s

its own punishment. Half of the misery prmn- 1y sa pure andood & vugar a5 can be mamn
There ured Yours truly,

of life comes from this very sin
was & world of truth in the remark of
the simple-hearted nurse to the mother
who was worrying over her sick child
Ma'am, don't worry; you just trust
God; He's tedious, but He's sure.”
Perhaps this article may find its way
into some sick room. Here is & motto |
cn fasten up  on the wall in full sight,
“I will trust.”  Look at it often; it will |
be a tonic and a sedative too.” If you |
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will soften your dying bed and pilot you |
home to the Fathers house in glory. |
“He that spared not His own Son, but |
delivered Him up for us all, how shall |

Manchestr,  Robertsmn &  Allson
e i i Jrs |- Characteristic.

itely greater thing for you, cannot
| lT

trust Him to do the lesser thing
slumbering Peter came God's angel of de-
liverance that night and struck off the

is characteristic of the House

to have only the very best,

|
chains. Perbaps there is an angel of | . o
merov on’ hik: way. ta Vo, or will he | and never deal in what is known
800D, x | in the trade as cheap: instruments,
L e | i o
T It is characteristic of the House

Cairngorm mountain in |
whereon the Highlanders
rock-crystals; when the sun |
comes out after heavy rains, they search |
the mountain’s brow for shining objects |

the storm has washed the earth from |
the crystals, and now they reflect the |
sunshine. So the Master's jewels are, |
ofttimes, discovered shining for Him

hearers of the

never to ask fancy
Scotland,

prices (as some
dealers do, and come down if they
have to).

marked in

Every instrument is

plain figures at actual

which always the

selling price,

| lowest consistent with quality and

where the floods of trouble have over- | a fair living profit.
flowed ; and the Lord thinketh upon B thiie and. oth raa
them. - Not one of the gems for His Y shege MRd. otner stict com

diadem can be forgotten. Whither art
thou passing, O thou afflicted, tried with |
tempest, as thy feeble'steps are crossing
Hu holy ground of grief? Every hour |
brings thee nearer to that haven where
storms are not, that land of flowers that

mercial methods, 1 have built up

one of the largest, if

1
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not the largest
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BIBLE LESSO

SECOND QUANRTER.

v Peboubet's Selact |

Lesson VIII. May 22 Dan

DANIE] i

in heat
with
with

Dunig posid in

would not ¢ himael

kir
which he

g8 meat, nor

drank Dan. 1
EXPLANATORY

I. Tuk Car We learn
verses previous the lesson, ¢
Nebuchadnezzar  ordered  th
among the captives should be s
number from the highest. fam
such as should give Ihn best pi

talent and ability, to be train
language and mnmm of |
deans. This custom of takir

men of the finest parts from a ¢
subject race to fill responsible
about the king has prevailed
despotic governments, and is e
the usage of the Turkish ¢ mpl
day. It finds its motives, (1) i

that such monarchs need m
them of thP very fitst abilitie
the difficulty they would expe
getting young men of such abi
among their own people who n
by virtue of their social positic

nections, become dangerous
throne. Four were selected
Iowuhu\pu\m the chief of w

Daniel. The others were the §
Meshach, and Abednego, who a
were cast into the fiery fun
escaped unharmed

Il. Tue TeEMPTATION.—8. D
posed in his heart. Hedetermi
he would do, and then took t
possible plan for gaining his ol
would not defile himself with
king’s meat, i. ¢, food. It was
appointed by the king for t.
were in training for the o
would be defiled or polluted
cause, probably much of the
pared for the table of the king
{6 was iich e Oie Jova rey
unclean ; probably that which
the royal provisions unclean ir
estimation was the universal
among the heathen of consecra
meal by offering a port
idols, and pouring out libation
in their honor. Nor with the v
has probably seen (1) its
others; (2) the bad company
ger into which it lec Proba
were far Babylon thi
eatine

1

IE T MITATION
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the king’s household. That
not defile himself, as noted ab
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scruples, and his adberence to t
his fathers. Daniel did not
the when at Rome
Romans do,” in its application
questi Itis well when a
mere matters custom
But in morals he do, n
Romans do, but they o
And this is the way to |
world better. Note what b
another Dan. 6
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thers toward the godly is
God, B eph's  case
elsewhere in Seriptare, all goe
mind, and son ascril
the divine 8in
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young U the sr
shrugs, the taunts, which fill
upon the raw sensitivences of t
ful spirit,—the thing most e
smooth his path was the favor
ness of the chiet of the eunu
10, The king, who hath appoi
t. It appears that the king
object was to secure in them
best mental and physical des
that could be attained. Ashp
tainly expéoged that the more
diet would aileet their bodies |
Why showld he sec your faces
ing. Less beautiful, frvah hea
prince was afruid that the face
committed to his care woul
thin and wasted and ill-favored
proper nourishment. His ides
high living is essential to b
goud looks,—a very common
Than the childre Yauth, yor
of sort. Your circle or a
companions in training an
Endanger my head. Be expos
ing his head cut off in punisl
his disobedience. “In the arbi
despotic courts of the East, a 8
obedience is «iten punished v
a capricious monarch. Nebi
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ZAr was Dot a man to take
with.”
11, Melzar. Melzar, having t

in the nal (the Melzar)
proper name, but means the ¢
(Cowles) or steward, the one

charge of their food. Daniel .
him, because he wax the one w
Iy furnished the food. But th
tion 1s, that Daniel had permis
the chiet make the exj
otherwise it would bave be
dience and insult, and uny
Danie Hawaniah, etc
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A period whiche-would ind
probable result of the entire ex
Give us pulseto ont.  Leguming
or their sceds : as beans, peas,
word is derived from the same
Greek words (puls, pultis) as
porllice, made 1rom the meal
“Grain, vegetables, herbs, of
flesh and more delicate food
Daniel wanted was veget
with water instead of wine. 4
to drink. This, also, was & mos
ing and important experimen
that wine was not necessary t
healthfulness of appearance,
strength and beauty.

18. Let our countenances. N
to th jace, as the word cour
with us. It refers to the who




