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School Bill

Aldermen Will Use Their Strong-
est Influence to Prevent
Its Passing House.

Wharf Street Merchants Suggest
That the City Be More
Advertised &broad.

The School bill now before the legis-
lature, a Wharf street
merchants advertising the
city, the second reading of the by-law
regulating the appiications for the pass-
ing of the Early Closing by-law, and the
question of fixing a date for the hoiding
of the fre department inquiry were
among the subjects before the city coun-
cil at the regular meeting last night.
Ald. Cooley was alone absent from the
aldermanic cirele.

In the opening

petition from

respecting

coedings two com-
munications were cvom I, Dallas
Helmcken, M.I.L., u. first respecting
the Oak Bay extension, and the second
drawing attention of the board to bill
61 now before the House of Assembly.
In the first instance the writer desired
to state the road extension was now
receiving the attention of the chief com-
missioner, which officer, because of the
multiciplicity of the duties now devolv-
ing on him, could not look into the mat-
ter as promptly as he otherwise would.
As for the bill relating to the Ferry by-
Jaw, he only asked that the council make
careful comps on of the new one be-
fore the House, with the original ap-
pearing in the by-law in the city hall.

The communications were received and
laid on the table, the motions so deter-
mining embodying a vote of thanks to
the writer for the interest he manifested
in either question.

H. Rudlin, another correspondent, pro-
tested against the Early Closing by-law
as most undesirable legislation. He
wondered why Ald, Beckwith was so
anxions about pushing it through, and
did not see why any of the aldermen
should dictate to him in this regard.
The early closing of his store would
work an injustice to him and to his cus-
tomers.

Ald. Beckwith moved that the letter
be received and a spare copy of the
Shops Regulation” Act be forwarded to
the writer. The council was not acting
arbitrarily in the matter; they
compelled to take cognizance of
petition, accordiag to the act.

Ald. Yates was adveise to sending a
copy of the act, but Ald. Beckwith's mo-
tion carried.

B. H. Hearst & Co. wanted to know
if the map hanging in the council c¢ham-
ber was of any service to the board,
and 1f so was the council willing to ac-
cept it at a cost of $10. Received and
referred to the finance committee,

E. C. Harris, replying to a letter which
he thought came from Dr. Fraser, said
be was not aware that there was a box
drain in front of his house. It hag not
been there long, and as for throwing
unclean water about his premises, he
denied the charge. He was willing to
connect with a drain, and in conclusion,
criticized somewhat severely the sanitary
officer and city health officer’s action re-
garding the handling of some sick pati-
eats.

The letter was received and referred
to the city health officer. -

Mrs. Van Tassell reported a number of
bad  drains which she wished to have
remedied. Referred to the city en-
gineer.

City Solicitor Bradburn reported. on
encroachments on Fort street to the ef-
feet that the main cause of complaint
was that the wooden building at the
corner of Quadra street encroached on
the street, and that a notice to remove
these can be served. In any case it
would be necessary for the officials to
hand a report to the solicitor for him to
act upon.

The report was received and filed, the
proper officer to be instructad to carry
out the request of the city solicitor.

James L. Raymur, water commis-
sioner, asked that tenders be invited for
the supply of wood to the pumping sta-
tion for the ensuing year, the step be-
ing necessary, according to Ald. Beck-
with, because of the stiff advance on the
price of coal.

Turner, Beeton & Co.. R. P, Rithet &
Co., and a large number of influential
firms and citizens petitioned the coun-
cil as follows:

We would point'out the great number of
well to do settlers induced to locate in
Manitoha and the Northwest mainly
through the carefnl dissemination of infor-
mation as to the capabilities of those sec-
tions amongst the people of England, Scot-
fand and Ireland by the agents of the C.
P. R.; also the large number of settlers
with money In their pockets who went to
California mainly through the efforts of
the Southern Pacific Railway Company and
of several owners of large properties. Aus-
tralia in former days expended considerable
sums in forcing upon the people of the Brit-
ish Isles the advantages their country of-
fered to settlers; and yet none of those
several colonles offered more, few as many,
inducements to settlers as does this prov-
ince. We belleve, therefore, that what suc-
ceeded In those cases would be likely to
succeed there.

We would call attention to the great bene-
fit which must of necessity be realized by
every person in this city could we induce
an influx of well-to-do settlers inte this
Island; and we belleve that the first step
to this end is to disseminate throughout
Great Britain a thorough description of
this city, island and province; its beautiful
climate, the facilities for farming, mining,
efc., etc., and this we believe could be ac-
complished by inducing the proprietors  of
the Colonist to issue the valuable informa-
tion contained in their “Memorial Number"

the

in the form of a pamphlet—that being a !

more convenient form for digssemination.
Aud, fically, gertlemen, we ask you to ap-
point a committee to confer with the pro-
prietors of the Colonist as to the form and
cost of such pamphlet, and also to decide
upor the best means of disseminating it.
Ald. Williams moved that the prayer
of the petition be carried out. He was
a great believer in advertising. Ald
Cameron =econded the motion. i
Ald. Brydon thought that there had
been considerable advertising dome at
the first of the year, the results from

were |

which were not altogether satisfactory.
He thought it would be well to leave
the petition on the table to be taken up
in connection with the estimates.

The motion was carried, however.

Ald. Williams. Cameron and Brydon
were named as a committee to wait on
the preprietors of the Colonist and to
report back to the council,

A. J. Dallain, president of the Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals, and 260 others, petitioned

ders on the street cars, which they
strongly condemned as being responsible
for the deaths of many valuable dogs.

Ald. Stewart could not see how the
fonder nnisance could be remedied, but
Ald. Williams wanted to have the mat-
ter investigated by a committee, and
moved accordingly.

Ald. Beckwith thought it would be
weall to regulate the speed of the cars,
not particularly for the protection of
dogs. but for the safety of human life.

The motion. however, carried. and the
mover and Ald. Kinsman and Hall 'were
named as a committee to investigate the
grievances complained of.

Accounts to the amount of $1.805.05
were then submitted by the standing
committee and passed.

Ald. Yates’s motion regarding the con-
struction of a road from Fairfield road
to Oak Bay was then introduced and
was carried.

Ald. Williams and Beckwith thought
it wonld be well to get something done
regarding a good road to Esquimalt at
the same time the Oak Bay road was
built.

The mayor. however, stated that the
matter was alreadv receiving the atten-
tion of the B. €. Flectric Railway Com-
pany, the provincial zovernment, and the
city. ,

Ald. Ystes. as a memher of the legis-
lature committee, here brought up the
«chonl hill auestion now hefore the nro-
vineial house. It was proposed to give,
by section 35. an inerease on the present
x;(\“ capita grant of 83. :\(‘vnl"i'i(!'_: t«) the
nroposed changes the city :\mhh‘n‘ figur-
ed out a loss of $3.000 to the city.
endeavor was being made to take out
of their hands all the control of the city
funds. He quoted from the act to .\'\.u\\'
where its phraseology should be either
changzed or defined. He undorstood that
a certain part of it was put in the act
at the instigation of the trustees, and
he thought it incumbent on the hoard to
cee that the act is so amended as to
protect the council. At present it was
nossible under the law for the police
commissioner to draw on the funds of
the city without the hoard having any
say in.th(- matter, and now he believed
that it was proposed to put the control
of the fire department into the hands of
a board of underwriters. He would
! move that the city solicitor be instructed
to take steps to have the law revoked at
once,

Ald. Beckwith was also impressed with
the seriousness of the matter, and
thought that the loss to the city was
underestimated by Ald. Yates.

The Mavyor said that he had ascertain-
ed from the auditor that the city’s re-
quirements for scheol purposes for 1901
(exclusive of the new High school) is

an increase over 1900 of $4.-

nd over 25 per cent. increase
since 1807. With the prospective loss
of tha revenue tax (hereafter to be col-
lected by the government), and allowing
for the proposed additional per capita
grant, the contributior. of the city for
educational purposes (exclusive of new
buildings) for this year was $33,440.
This was a large sum, and would seri-

less additional taxation was imposed.

Ald. Prydon was desirous of seeing the
council take action at once. He thought
it might be advisable for a delegation to
wait on the government to see what
could be done.

Ald. Yates was of opinion that this
delegation should be constituted by the
whole board. This course was the one
favored, the matter of arranging a con-
ference being left in the hands of the
mavor,

The streets, sewers and buildings com-
mittse recommended among other things
that tenders be called for the purchase
of a rock-crasher and the quantities of
tar, cement, sewer-pipe and granite curb-
ing required by the city.

The report was approved.

The contract for street sprinkling
awarded to Mr. Lindsay.

Thoe council then resolved itself into
a committee of the whole for the con-
sidering of the second reading of the by-
law regulating the application for the
passing of the early closing by-law.

On rizsing the committee reported pro-
gress, and asked leave to sit again.

The Mayor asked the council to fix a
date for ths fire. department in~uiry,
but on request of Ald., Beckwith the
matter was left over till next week,

IN PURSUIT OF SEALERS.

was

Hawaiian Customs Authorities Decide
to Take Action Against Victoria
Schooners.

The Hawaiian Star of February 21st,
published at Honolulu, says that the
: eollector at that port was making ef-
: forts to seize the schooners Carlotta G.
 Cox, Director and Mary Taylor, of the
‘home fleet of sealers, for ecalling at
. Waimea without properly clearing. An
{ endeavor was made to secure the United
i States revenue cutter Iroguois to go in
{ search of the schooners, but the services
]ot the vessel weres refused.

United States District Attorney Baird
lwus asked about the course to be pur-
‘sned with regard to the three vessels,
land he stated that under the circum-
stances the only thing was to send a

customs official to Kauai to libel them,
and that this would be done. “These
schooners are guilty of violations of at
least two laws regarding arrivals of ves-
sels, but the revenue cutter we ought
-to send after them is lacking,” said
{ Mr. Baird. “They have ignored quar-
antine laws and have failed to enter at
the custom house within 43 hours of
: their arrival within this collection dis-
itricr. What other laws they may have
| violated we cannot tell, If a man is sent
! to libel the vessels there is no telling of
course whether he would be able to hold
them or -not, They might star. for
Honolulu with him in charge &nd in-
stead of coming here fetch np somcewhere
in Alaska. That is why there ought to
be a revenue cutter here.”

If the collector is able to catch the
schooners they will bo seized and taken
to Honolulu,

Pain from indigestion. dyspepsia, and too
hearty eating, is relieved at once by raking
one of Carter's Little Liver Pills imme-
diotely after dinger. Don’t forget this.

the |
council respecting the evils of the fen- )

' ment, or of any officer of the provincial

ously intrench upon moneys required for,
other urgent and necessary purposes, un- |

The Rights
Of Settlers,

Judge Harrison Makes His Report
on the Claims of"
Squatiers.

An Exhaustive Review of the
Whole Case by the Com-
missioner.

Judge Harrison's commis-
sioner to inquire into the grievance of the
settlers in the E. & N. railway belt was
laid before the House by Hon. Mr. Pren-

The findings are as fol- |

report as

tice yesterday.
lows:

I find that for years before, and at
the time *squatters” went on these
lands, there had been and were laws
governing the acquisition of Crown
lands, coal and other minerals, and
gimber, and enacting what Crown lands
could be digposed of, and the terms on
which lands and minerals and timber,
authorized to be disposed of, could be
acquired and title to them obtained.

That in every such act the legislature
authorized the reservation of Crown |
lands, and restricted the asqpuisition of
Crown lands, and coal and minerals on
and under them, to unreserved * * *
COrown lands.

That for years previously there had |
been established by the legislature, and |
there wasat that time, a regular sys- |
tem of recording and record off H
recording officers and books for carry- |
ing out the administration of such |
Crown lands as were unreserved.

And the law required persons desir- |
ing to acquire Crown lands to record
and provided for their being furnished |
with a reford, certificate of improve-
ments, Crown grant or lease, as the |
case might be, and for the records not
only to be made in the district office,
but to be also registered in the pre-
emption registered at the head offica at |
Victoria.

Applications had to be made in dupli-
cate.

No record was allowed to be made on |

an apolication unless in due form and | *

accompanied by the necessary declara-
tion.

Printed forms were supphed to appli-
cants, who were required to fill them
in and sign them in duplicate, accom-
panied by declaration in duplicate.

Ore sct—application, declaraticn
certificate of record—were sent. to
head office, to be there examined and
passed on, and, if found correct, was
registered in the pre-emption register at
the haad office of the lands and works
department.

That there were tribunals establisked |
to determine whethar persons applying |
for Crown lands, or for records of them, !
were entitled to do so or not, and the |
right to app=al was given, and tribunals |

and
the

| provided to which an appeal could be

made against an deci-
sion.

No claim in respect to a squatting on
this belt prior to 1875 was put in before |
me,

The lands squatted on weore not at |
the disposal of the provincial gcvern-

unsatisfactory

goverament,

TLeir reservation was required for
railway construction, and had been
authorized and approved of by the legis- |
fature, and from the 22nd April, 1875,
before Anyone squatted on them, down
to the 21st April, 1882, part of this un-
reserved be]t was under conveyance to
the Dominion government for the pur-
pose of constructing and to aid in the |
ronstruction of a railway, the provincial
legislature 7aving on the 22nd April,
1875, conveyed for such purpose the !
public lands along the line of railway, |
pot to exceed 20 miles on each side of
the line, with the right to contiguous
lands.

And no act of the legislature was at
any time passed placing these lands at
the disposal of the provincial government
for any purpose other than railway con-
structicn, but, on the contrary, on the
21st day of April, 1882, by the “Clem-
ent’s Bill,” tke provinciil legiclature,
with the object of obtaining the con-
struction and operation of a railway,
enacted that the Crown lands, including
minerals in that belt, so squatted on
should be reserved and set apart for the
purpose of railway construction, and that
upon completion of the said railway they
should be granted in fee simple absolute
to the railway company; but that farm-
ing squatters who had made permanent
improvements, and had permanently re-
sided on any of these lands for not less
than two years before the possing of
that act (which would not be later than
21st April, 1880), should be entitled to
purchase from the company the surface
rights of such lands at one dollar per
acre.

After that company had failed to carry
out their part of the contract, and while
these lands were under' the authority
of the legislature, reserved for the pur-
pose of obtaining the construction of a
railway, the legislature of the province,
in May,+1883, conveyed them to the Do-
minion, in trust, in pursuance of another
contract adopted and ratified by the leg-
islature, to convey them to persons who
had contracted to build the Island rail-
way,

The lands squatted on, while not un-
der the actual conveyance, or agreement
to convey, by the provineial government.
For doing so the government had the au-
thority and sanction of the legislature,
under whose control (leaving aside, if
one can, the question of railway con-
stfuction) the Crown lands were. The
legislature from ' time to time, until it
finally disposed of and conveyed these
lands, authorized their reservation, and
distinctly enactad that unreserved Crown
lands omly could be recorded, or pre-
empted, or aequired for coal or other
mining, or for other purposes; and know-
ing and expecting that these lands ought
to be, and in fact were, at their disposi-
tion, the legislature did not dispose of
them. |

The contention of the province that
the railway should be constrneted by the
Dominion government, and the fact that
these lands were being held in reserve
to obtain construction of a railway, was
a matter of public notoriety, and was
the grounds of repeated demanids on the
part of the province for railway eon-
struction, and of petitions and memorials

| minion

| sea, had been kept rese

| there

| April, 1879,

| settlers
| conditions of that act, entitled to a
i grant.

| if they

i that by or

! minerals for

| authorized

frnzn the government and provincial
legislature to Her Majesty, from the time

of the reserve in 1873 until the time of
the Settloment Act of 1883,

Not a single session of the legislature
of British Columbia was held during
those ten years without the subject of
railway construction coming vp before
the legislature in some form or other,
The province claimed that it had enter-
ed the confederation under terms of
agreements and conditions intended not
only to form, but to build up, a new
Dominion, and to secure easy communi-
cation from the Atlantic to the Pacifie
Oceans, and had agreed to aid in effect-
ing these objects by a conveyance of its
public lands, and complaint was made
at an early stage, and reiterated, that to
fulfil what the province claimed were
its obligations under the terms of union,
and to obtain the fulfilment of what it
contended was an obligation of the Do-
under those terms, ramely, to
construct a railway the lands in this
belt, valuable for their coal and mineral
resources, and easy of access from the
ved, and appli-

for land for agricaltural pur-
and for minera and for other
purposes in that belt, had been refused.

The “squatters” went on these iands
without recording or paying record fees:

Used them and the timber on them
without paying for such use and without
paying taxes till 1884, after they had
applied for and obtained grants under
the Settlement Act.

They never mined or prospected for coal
or other minerals.

In pursuance of
they applied for
face rights.
Applied for and received grants of such
rights under the Settlement Act:

istered their titles und>r the Land

Aci, declaring that they were

claiming title under and by

virtue of the grants they had obtained
under the Settlement Act.

The persons who took possession of
these lands claim that they should have

cations
poses,

the
and

Seitlrment Act,
recorded the sur-

| Crown grants issued to them under the

Lands Acts, as if they had recorded or
pre-empted on the date on which they
squatted or on the date on whick the

person squifted whose improvements

| they purchased, but all take the position
| that $1 per acre should have been paid

for the land.

And on failure of the Clement's Bill,
being a mistaken idea th
reservation  was also gone, sev
them went together and tendered §1
rer acre to the governn2at egoenr at
anaimo, who refused to take it.

In the case of a “squaiter” Dbefore
the 20th of April, 1879, this would be
inconsistent with the act of 1875, as be-
tween thoe 22nd April, 1875, and the 20th
those who, by compliance
with its provisiong in respect of land not
reserved, had come under the provisions
of that act and had become “homestead

' were, on complying with the
free

The provisions of the Land Act, 1875,
had been in terms applied to
lands reserved on Vancouver Island, and

ssuming that such &n act would not
have been in contravention of the terms
of the Union, would have heiped materi-
ally to defeat the object which the pro-
vince was striving to obtain, viz.:

The construction of a railway, and
through the Dominion gov-
ernment, as where records and pre-emp-
tions were granted under that aet the
Crown grantd carriel coal and other
base mine 5, and as amended by the
act of 1879 the payment was to be $1

| per acre, while it ywas evidently contem-

plated by those who undertoox to build
the railway and were to get lands and
so doing, were to decide
and terms on which- those
minerals should be sold.

acts respecting the Crown

the price
lands and
But the

| lands could not have any application to

the Island railway belt,
record,
unreserved lands.

Nor were the provisions of any such

as they only
pre-emption, ete., of

{ act complied with or regarded by the

persons using these lands as squatters.
They did not apply in the manner re-

i quired by statute to enable a record or

pre-emption to be made of land open for
record.

In the majority of cases ihey left
written applications with the government
agent, 'These they treated as if they
were their own property;, took them
away from time to time, in some cases
leaving them again for safe keeping,
and in others taking them away alto-
gether,

They were told these lands were lock-
ed up, or reserved, and were not open
for record or pre-emption. They did
not make the declaration, and could not
truthfully make the declaration which the
law required to be made previous to a
record being made. \

In the cases where they. applied for
coal, they were told they could not get
coal.

In cases where they applied to pur-
chase, or for timber, they were told the
land could not be sold, nor could timber
leases be given,

They did not appeal from the refusals to
record or other deeisions against their re-
quests.

In some cases they did not take posses-
sion of any land; in some cases they wer:»
adding to lands already held by them; In
gome they squatted on lands other than the
Jand mentioned in such applications, be-
cause they preferred some other piece, or
because they had wrongly described wheat
they took possession of,

Sales of improvements were made and
trapsfers given, which would have been
directly in conflict with the land laws if
the land could have been recorded, and had
been, under those laws.

Possession was abandoned, and transfers
made, thovgh, if the provisions of the Lanrd
Act had applied, they provided that land
should not be absndoned for the purpose of
being recorded or pre-empted hy scme other
person, and that before a crown grant
could be obtzined a certificate of impreve-
ment had first to be obtained on proof of
“occupation’ by continnous, bona fide per-
sonal residence on the land for two years.
ond of Improvements having been made to
the extent of $2.50 per acre, and no trans-
fer could be mwade until.a crown grant had
been issued, while in some c2ses Improve-
ments had not been made to the extent of
$2.50 per acre when the transfer was made.

A purchaser relying only on his purchase
from one who had wo legal right wou'd
unecessarily himself have ne rights.

MHere, however, even where the transfer
took place after the legislature had decid-
ed in 1882 what a farming “sqratter” was
to get, and after the legislature had enact
ed iu 1882 that the price of coal lands was
to be $10 per scre; and even after the
graift had been obtained under the Settle-
ment Act, the claim i8 set up, not to get
what the Land Acts, where they applied,

ecnacted should be glven to those coming
under the provisions, hut to pass over them,
choose the benefit of some Act passed years
previonsiy, which ir. turn never applied,
and which, if it had been in force as to
these lands, could not have benefited, as its
provisions had not been regarded either in
letter or in spirit.

Some of the scuatters claim that the
agent, though he refused to record, told
them that if they went on the land they
would get the first chance to it, or that
their rights would be respected. But I am
satisfied that in no case did the agent, or
any member or officer of the different gov-
ernments who held cifice, tell them what
their rights would be or what they would
get; nor did any applicant endeavor Lo as-
certain what he would get if he went on
and squatted.

The reservaticn of minerals was not an
unheard of thing, and in Nanaimo ard
vicinity the conveyances from the coal and
land companies reserved the minerals. And
almost without exceptinon the squatters

had re thought about coal when they squat- |

ted, though in
pHeant,
he could

one case, I believe, the ap-

weh he was distinetly told that
not get the coal, thcught, from
soyme expression of opinion of the govern-
ment agent, that if he went on the land
he wonld get something in liew of it.

Even if the gcvernment agent has as-
sumed to define on what terms or condi-
tions a ‘“sqnatter” weculd get the land, in-
ciuding coal and mineral rights or timber
he not only had no anthority to do so, but
would have done so knowing that he had
none, for, directly the reservation was
made, he was notified hy the Chief Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works.

Still, they had no legal rights, nor had the

regardless of any law, any rights, and had
the reservation beén rescinded earlier, rail-
way or no railway. it did not follow that
the laws as to lands known to be valuable
for their ecoal and minerals and timber, and
applications for which had . been refused,
would always remain the same.

The had been repeatedly altered
previous to the reservation and during the
reservation, and since then have been al-
tered to meet the varying recuirements.

Put, even if the laws had remained the
same during the reservation, and the reser-
vation had been removed so that these
lands conld have been acquired under the
inws existirg at the time those who squat-
ted and did not take possessicn hecause the
squatter and cther previous applicants
would not necessarily have chtained the
coal hy recording a pre-emption, nor hy
paying one dollar an acre for the land, for
the price of coal lands, down to 1882, was
in the discretion of the Lieutenant-Govern-
or in Ccuncil, while the squatter in 1832
would have bad to pay $10 per acre.

laws

And the timber lands had to be leased at
a rental to be determined by the Lieuten-
ant-Governor in Council.

That persons had applied for lands and
for coal and minerals i the railway belt,
and, being refused, did not take possessicn
of them; and that cthers had taken poses-
slon of lands in it without any legal right

io them, and that they could cn'y get what i

legislative enaetment might at some future
time give, was well krown and had been
specifically brought to the attertion of the
legislature from time to iime.

The terms ‘‘settler,” *pre-emptor,’” “‘oc-
cupy,” ‘“occcupation,”” were well known
terms in the phraseclogy of legislative en-
actment in British Columbia, the iegisla-
ture, while preserving any existing rights,
ignored the applicant who had not taken
possession. They dcalt with these ecases
where persons had taken possession of pub-
lic lands without any legal right to do S0,
and defined them by appropriate term,
“gquatter.”

They placed all such persons who had
“gquatted” and continuously occupled and
improved lunds up to a certaln date on the
same footing, irrespective of the date when
they took possession.

They decided in distinet terms in 1882
that ‘squatters’” should get the surface
rights only, and again did so in the first
session of 1883, and again in the session of
December, 1883.

And by the first and second Settlement
Acts the time up to which “squatting,” it
accompanied by residence and improve-
ment would be legally reccgnized bhy a
grant of surface rights was extended to
January, 1882, icstead of April, 1880, as
fixed by the.Clement’s Bill.

Their case was also mentioned in express
tarms in the agreement entered into be
tween the two gevernments, and in the con-
tract made for the coustruction of the rail-
way, and in the Act of the Dominicn ratify-
ing the agreement and contract.

'The persons so taking possession of these
lands did not themselves claim they had
any existing rights, but claimed to be
“gquatters,” and applied for and acquired
titTe under the Settlement Act.

No matter how the agreement made with
the Domirion government, or the Settle-
ment Act, or the decision of the legislature
as to ‘what “‘squatters’” shculd get, may
new be regarded, it is clear that it is im-
possible for them or claimants under them
to now acquire the coal or minerals, if any.
under lands squatted on, as such coal and
minerals have been conveyed to others.

Claims Prior to Reservation.

In two cases only were claims put for-
ward as coming under the section of the
Settlement Act saving existing rights.

One by Mr. Byron Crawford, who alleged
he had purchased, after the reservation,
whatever rights Jawmes Shields had, who
vas on crown land prior to the regervation,

Qhields, however, was not recoxded

There was no written evidence of this

‘Messrs. Elliott and Drummond, speak-

transaction, nor any to show that Shields |

was entitled to record. And Mr. Crawford

himself applied to record and obtain his

title under the Settlement Act.

Another by J. B. Holmes, who agreed to
prurchase from D. Sulllvan land to whi
he alleged Sulllvan represented he had coal
rights through having the land prior to the
railway reservation. Sullivan, hewever,
applied to record and obtained a grant un-
der the Settlement Act, and Mr. Holmes
completed his purchase knowing that, and
after Sulllvan had obtained his grant.

Mr, Sullivan’s name also appears in the
petition to the Governor-General as having
vesided on this land for gix years, which

| Drummond on summer care of dairy

would place him as being first in possessicn |

in 1876 or 1877.
Right of-Way.

With respect to the claim for compensa-
tion for the right of way, the reservation
vas for the express purpose of having a
railway built through it, and the squatters
were well aware of this; and it Is to he
regretted that they did not accept the con-
cossion offered them by Mr. R. Dunsmuir
in the nature ¢f compensation irrespective
of the rights of the company io build the

reilway without paying for *the right ot’

way.
I beg to express my appreciation of the
valaable sérvices rer dered by the seeretary,

|

AMr. Ellis, and by Mr. Bass, the steno:
grapher on this commission.

1 enclose appendix, with list of dates
useful for reference, and of Land Acts from
time to time applying to Vancouver Island,
and exhibits; end also the evidence of wit-
nesses,

1 have the hcnor to be,
Your Honor’s obedient servant,
E. HARRISON, JR.,
Commissioner.

VICTORIA EXHIBITION.

Board of Management Decide That It
Sha!l Be Open to All Comers.

A meeting of the board of management
of the B. 0. Agricultural Society was
held last night. The mayor occupied the
chair.

The secretary, Beaumont Boggs, read
a communication from the Cuthbert-
Brown Co., Ltd., asking permission to
conduct a sale of live stock in connec-
tion with the exhibition. The communi-
cation pointed out the advantage to be
The communi-

laid on the

derived from such sales.
cation was received and
table.

The report from the finance committee
was received and adopted. The report
shows $92 on hand. The former secre-
tery receives $52 for his services. Bean-
mont Boggs, the present secretary is to
receive $300 for the ensuing seven
months, and further remuneration wiil
be decided upon according to the state
of the finances and the recommendation
of the committee,

The secretary announced that he was
in receipt of letters from various firms
in the East that wished to know some-
thing of the character of the show, and
asking whether they would be allowed
to make exhibits,

Considerable discussion ensued wupon
the point. It was thought that every
¢xhibit made wonld increase the inter-
est in the exhibition. The matter of
granting prizes to other than provincial |
exhibitors was left in the hands of the;
prize list committee, The secretary was )
instructed to inform manufacturers that
tke exhibition was open to all comers.

The various committees are to be
called together by the secretary, so that
they may organize.

The fixing of the time for holding -e-
cular meetings of the board of manage-
ment was left over to be decided upon
at the next meeting.

A systematic canvass of the city for
members is to'be undertaken. The prize
committee will shortly make arrange-
ments with respect to canvassing, also
for special prizes.

The appointment of an assistant treas-
urer came up for discussion. As tha
constitution provides that the treasurer
sppoint the assistant, the matter was
left in the hands of the president to con-
fer with Mr. Gillespie, the treasurer,
upon the matter,

Messrs. D. R. Kerr and Goodacre wére
appointed a committee to inquire into
the opening of a new road from Edmon-
ton road to the exhibition ground.

The matter of making arrangements
with the Tramway Company for the
extension of their line and other mattercs
was referred to the transportation com-
mittee.

The meeting adjourned to meet at the
call of the chair,

PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS

To Be Held by Farmers’ Institutes in
Latter March and Dawning April.

'Iﬁle following is the programme of |
spring regular meetings of KFarmers' In-
stitutes for the latter part of March ana
during April:

Yictoria, Tuesday, March 26th, Mesars.
Anderson and Eihott, speakers.

Metchosin, - Thursday, March 28th.
Messrs. Anderson and Elliott, speakers.

Cowichan, Saturday, March 30th,
Messrs. Anderson and Elliott, speakers.

Nanaimo, Monday, April 1st, Messrs.
Anderson and Eiliott, speakers.

Comox, Thursday, April 4th, Messrs, |
Anderson and Elliott, speakers.

Parksville, Tuesday, April 9th, (even-
ing meetings only), Messrs. Anderson
and Illiott, speakers,

Alberni, Thursday, April 11th, Messrs.
Anderson and Elliott, speakers.

Gabriola, Saturday, April 13th, Messrs.
Anderson and Elliott, speakers.

Maple Ridge, Tuesday, April 16th,
Messrs. Raynor and Anderson, speakers.

Mission, Thursday, April 18th, Messrs
Raynor and Anderson, speakers.

Matsqui, Saturday, April 20th, Messrs.
Raynor and Anderson, speakers.

Agassiz (Kent), Monday, April 22nd,
Messrs. Raynor and Anderson, speakers.

Kamloops, Wednesday, April 24th,
Messrs. Raynor and Anderson, speakers.

Salmon Arm, Thurscay, April 25th.

Spallumcheen, Friday or Saturday,
April 26th or 27th, Messrs. Raynor and
Anderson, speakers.

Kelowna, Tuesday, April 30th, Messrs.
Raynor and Anderson, speakers.

Vernon, Friday, April 3rd, Messrs.
Raynor and Anderson, speakers.

Islands, Wednesdgqy, April 10th,
Messrs. Drummond a Raynor, sprak-
ers. ]

Drummond, Saturday, April 13th,
Messrs. Drummond and Raynor, speak-
ers.

Delta, Tuesday, April 16th, Messrs.
Elliott and Drummond, speakers.

Surrey, Thursday, April 18th, Messrs.
Elliott and Drummond, speakers.

Langley, Saturday, April 20th, Messrs.
Elliott and Drummond, speakers,

Chilliwack, Tuesday, April 23rd,

ers.

Mr. Elliott will speak on dairying, en-
silage, sheep, root growing; Mr. Ander-
son on manures, crops, poultry; Mr.

cows, cultivation of soil and application
of manure, conservation of soil mois-
ture, the dairy cow, how to find her;
raising dairy calves, notes on chicken
feeding; Mr. Raynor on selection and
cross-breeding of animals, eclover cul-
ture, soiling crops, soil moisture, culti-
vation of soil, the use of concrete, con-
sumption of foods, pork, production,
dairy farming, our horse market, tillage,
farming as an occupation, the l}istory
of agriculture, agricultural education.
AL L |

MASSACRE STORY DENIED.

Vienna, March 13.—There is no truth in
the report circulated by a news agency in
the United States that Turkish troops have
nassacred 600 Macedonians.

CASTORIA

For Infants und Children,
£he A
simi!

=174 o
very
."‘.' A wTaRpE

To Build
Without Aid

Report That C. P R. Will Con.
struct Coast-Kootenay Roag
on These Terms.

Mr. Martin Scores the Vancouvye,
Deputation - Mr. Turner's
Assurance.

Railway matters occupied Y
of prowminence this murﬂm: ;‘lwml
lobbles and ecorridors of Y
buildings. Interest was exeiti
in the forenoon by the rumor, helj

be authentie, that the C. P, 1. |

an offer to the executive to con
Coast-Kootenay road without any
sidy. It was felt that this would 1>
matters very serious for
the big railway would agree

out this obligation within a
time. Some alleged that this they
fered to do, while others were of
opinion that the proposition did ot
tain such a proposal,

The room for receiving ‘fu'-u';“:‘,:m
was crowded with delegates from \gp.
couver, Dr. Carroll, H. E. Gilles, J
Webster, E. C. Curgill, Otto Mars
Chas. L. Queen, C. N. Davidson, A,
Sheiton, J. ¥. Bledsoe, J. D,

A. Prescott, T. R. E. MclInnes,
Stuart, H. H. Layfield, W. A.
bell, W. M. Brewer, T, J. Smitl
Rose, Wm. Muyrray, J. W. F,
lane and Capt. S. F. McKenzie,
a deputation from that city to
the immediate

the

rival ro

con-

dmes

construction of an
pendent ‘and competitive line from
Coast to Kootenay. They were accom-
panied by Majyor Scott and Ald. Keary
of New Westminster, :

The full executive, with the exception
of the Premier, who was engaged with
another deputation, received them,
the urgency of the road and the :
ability of making it independe:
GoF. was urged by Messrs. Gilles,
Bledsoe, Murray, Brewer, Mclean and
Shelton. Almost all of the speakers urg
the taking up cf the V., V. & 1
and a number of them made refe
injustice done that company by the abro-
gation of its subsidy.

Before Mr. Turner replied for the gov-
ernment, Mr. Muartin asked leave to say
a few words. He lectured the delega-
tion roundly for embodying in the reso-
Jution a reflection upon himself, and
mixing it up with promoting the inter-
ests of the railway people. The charge
that he had abrogated a subsidy to the
V.. V. & BE. was absolutely false. There
was no subsidy to that coiporation but
to Mackenzie & Mann. His government
had abrogated the subsidy because he
did not Lelieve that the government had
the power to ziant such a bonus. The
citizens of Vancouver, he added, should
not be bamboozled into coming here to
put money into anyone’s pockets. What
had tha V., V. & E. ever done ? Had
they ever spent a dollar on the enter-
prise ? He favored the construction of
the road but objected most strongly te
mixinz up the interests of promoters
with reflections on himself because he
tried to preserve the interests of the
province.

Mr. Turner, in replying to the depu-
tation, thanked them for placing the
matter so clearly before the govern-
ment. He thought also that Mr. Martir
ought to be thankful for the opportunity

the

i of delivering such an able defence of his

railway policy.

Briefly, he could not promise the depn-
tation a reply for a few d . A sub-
sidy would be voted this session and the
government, proposed to retain the con-
trol of the freight and passenger rates,
and to reduce them to a reasonable
figure. commensurate with the profitable
operation of the road. He hoped, also,
to be able :to go further and to secure
for the province a portion of the earn

! ings of the road.

The deputation then withdrew.

If sick headache is misery, what are Car-
ter's Little Liver Pills if they will positive-
ly cure it? People who have used them
speak frankly of their worth. They are
small and easy to take.

TROUBLE NOT OVER.

Madrid, March 13.—Official dispatches
from Ripoll, province of Gerona, report a
continuation®df the agitation there. The
new prefect of Barcelona left suddenly for
his post.
Conflicts Feared.
Madrid, March 13.—Disorders
curred in the town of Larambla, in Cordova
province. A mob is parading the streets,
carrying revolvers, knives and other arms
and serious conflicts are feared.

have o€~
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THE FRENCH DUEL.

Paris, March 13.—In the arrangements for
the duel between M. Paul Deroulede and
M. Andre Buffet, lots have been drawn for
the selection of weapons and choice of posi-
tion by the gentlemen having charge of the
affair. In each M. De Oassagnac, repre
senting M. Buffet, won the choiee.

A NEW BOOKLET

With an Immense Cipculation.

It Is Free to All 'Who Send
For It.

The new edition of the Diamond Dy
Rug Book will prove useful to the ladie
who are interested in the ma ‘
homemade Mats and Rugs. It!
trated throughout with pretty
for Door Mats and Floor Ruags.
you how to secure the Hessian patt®
artistically colored and ready for hoc!
ing. This booklet has an immenss 'm—t
culation in Canada and the UD®
States. Send us your address :111'1”‘1“:
will mail you a copy free of cost. The
Wells & Richardson Co., Limited, MO~
treal, Que,

e

BOY'S FEET CUT OFF.

Vancouver, March 13.—A shocking accl
dent occurred this morning at Revelstoke.
Mrs. Verrenoire, wife of an Italian Tl
of Nanaimo, passed through here yest
for the East. She had three children. &
this morning when the train left Revel
stoke the eldest boy was missing. It :’
pears that the boy had attempted to rid®
under the car and had fallen off, both feet
being cut off. In this condition he crawled
back to the station, a distance of quarter
of a mile. The boy will probably die.

Kitchener’
Dist

Issued This Morning
Mention of the
Negutiation

He Says Dewet Ha
Senekal on His No
Journey.

London, March 15.—A (
Lord Kitchener issued th
so studiously silent upon
-the peace negotiations thi
the conclusion that notk
been accomplished of a §
finite character to Justify ]
support to the view that thj
Nor do Gen. French’s m«
cate a cessation of hostili
possibly, as no date is gi
tures were made previously
ing of the armistice.

Lord Kitchener’'s dispat
dated at Pretoria yesterda
ports as follows:

“Dewet has reached 8é
morthward progress.

“French, in addition to
successes, reports 46 Boes
wounded, 146 taken prisoq
rendered, with 200 rifles,
of ammunition, 2,400 hors
tle and 400 wagons and
mules and trek oxen.

“Methuen has arrived a
from Klerksdorp, bringing
and cattle,

“The weather is wet, dd
ments of the columns.”

May Be Reinforq

Liondon, March 15.—A d
Pretoria, after noting Gen
rival at Senekal, Orange
says that though he has
following Dewet is nearin
where he is likely to receiv

i —and-prot-al
pick up roving bands o
who are ever present in
and Korannaberg districts

Gen. TFrench, the dispa
been detained by a swolle
Pietrifist _district, but is
move again.

A dispatch froth C:
that Scheeper’s and M
have turned southward
within forty miles of Wi
that the British are folloy

Boers Cut Wi

Capetown, March 15.—
ing cut the wires, telegraj
cation between the
and Natal is interrupted.

Wolseley's Rer

London, March 15.—Th
Lords was unusually crow
anticipation of the reply
seley, the former comman
the criticism of the form
tary, Lord Lansdowne, n|
for foreign affairs.

Lord Wolseley, in his op
said he regretted being coi
<€uss a personal matter, b
pass unchallenged the sey
©f Lord Lansdowne oan t
which he had perform:d
commander-in-ehief,

Lord Lansdowne’s perg
dently have been premedit}
dictments were grave and
ed as if the personal att]
made in order to divert
the question at issue, ar
the commander-in-chicf bl
takes _made by the gove
. Until the recent debate
'ad reason to suppose th
Dossess the full confidence

Owne and the cabinet.
arcumstances occurred w
Do alternative but to re:
ag, done. If he had not|
a inet’s confidence, that
PPortunity which migh

ave been used to appoinf
mander-in-chier,

Liord Wolseley then prd
te the specific charges

ansdowne. He cpid hd
every Sthtive
i eff(I"'t 11:‘0 hlmprovo

8. n ebruary S
;nended that ﬂddi:il(?ll.ﬂll
sgr Sonth. frica, and
o e:ﬁl?hemnz the Natal g:
= n& Ve occupation, not of
;;a Y&nnh: but of the
a-ane, which was twent;

OVT‘_I}OG of Ladysmith, a
» Dsidered Ladysmith and
12 hills to be tenable.
e rd Wolseley admitted
e Wwith other authoritid
erestiriated the fighting
Bndividual Boer.

-ord Wolseley’s motion,
31“‘1'8 be laid on the tabild
v @ vote of 62 to 33.

Lﬁndon, March 15—Th
Acting on advices from
'ot land any more troops 4
Pubonie plague shall subsid

rts have been ordered
he troops at East Londoj
beth and elsewhere. Th

South Africa causes uneas

African shipping circles hd
In the Reichsts
Berlin, March 15.—You
E 'wet, the nephew of the
 that name, and cther




