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ETlRED BEFORE
BOER FORCE

Kitchener Sends Details of Fight at Nooitge-
dacht, During Which Clements
Had to Fall Back.

DELAREY COMMANDING THE BURGHERS

First Attack Was Repulsed, But Enemy Secured a Strong
Position — Four British Officers Killed—Rein-

forcements Sent

From Pretoria.

(Associated Press.)

London, Dec. 14.—Lord Kitchener re-
ports that after severe fighting at Nooit-
gedacht, General Clements’s force ‘was
compelled to retire by Commendant De-
larey, with a force of 2,500 men. Four
British officers were killed. = The other
casualties were not reported.

Lord Kitchener's official dispatch to
the war office iz as follows:

“Pretoria, Dec. 13.—Clements's force
at Nooitgedacht, on the Magaliesburg,
was attacked at dawn to-day by De-
larey, reinforced by Beyers's commando
from Warmbath, making g force estimat-
ed at twenty-five hundred,

“Though the first attack was repulsed,
the Boers managed to get on top of the
Magaliesburg, which was held by : four
companies of the Northumberland Funs-
iliers; and were thus able to commani
Clements’s camp.

“He retired on Heckpoort and took up
a position on a hill in the centre of tho
valley. =

“The casualties have
petely rpported but the

not been’ com-
tugv.‘\tm.g was

very Severe “and I deeply regret that' Col=

onel Legge, of the Twentieth Hussars
and Captains Macbean, Murdoch and
Atkins were killed.

“Reinforcements have left here.”

Lord = Kitchener also  reports that
the Boers made 'an attack and
were repulsed’ at - Lichenburg and
that General ' Letmmer was Killed.

Attacks upon Bethlehem and Verde were
also repulsed, the Boers losing ten killed
and fourteen wounded,

Vryheid was attacked on
11th,

Decembef

Scenes at War Office,

London; Dec. 14.—The scenes at the
war office to-day recall those witnessed
in the early stages of the war. ‘A 'con-
stant stream of excited peaple filled the
lobbies, 'all seeking details of the dis-
aster,

The absence of the names of any of the
officers of the Neorthumberland Fusiliers
in Gen, Kitchener’s dispatch leads to the
foreboding that the four companies of the
I"l\i liers menticned are in the hands of

> Boers.

lu officials of the war ofﬁce evidently
expect a heavy ecasualty list, but they
are hopeful, from the fact that the dis-
patch does not mention the capture of
the Northumberlands, that such a great
catastrophe has been eseaped,

Orders were issned at Aldershot, Malta
and other military ecentres this morning
to dispatch all the available mounted
infantry to South Africa,

Botha Near Standerton.

Standerton, Transvaal, Dec. 14.—Gen.
Louis Botha is reported to be twenty
iles from here, with fifteen hundred
mén and ome gun, {He has called a
eeting of the burghers for Saturday.

. Tribute to Dewet.

\ew York, Dec. 14~Dewet's remark-

le adroitness in'eluding pursuit draws
i admiring tribute from a British offi-
:w-r Who was captured by him at Redders-
.]”m' last spring, says thé Tribune's Lon-
‘;'-’1 correspondent. He dereribes  the.
OUEE leader as a taciturn and grim, gen-
‘ral, deeply religions, with a warm
“eart, easily touched by human suffering.
British ' prisoners were treated - by
M with much econsideration and they
Te greatly impressed with his dignity
"Mlit\" As for his burghers, they
"V worshipped him and were ready
ollow him anywhere.
. This British ' officer regards Dewet as

' Kreatest guerilla leader ever known,
I explains his suceess om the theory
there are no traitors: in his camp,
that his men have absolute faith

May Meet Salisbury,

;j 'w York, Dee. 14.—A dispatch' to
s Herald from Vienna says: “In well
Hormed circles in this city the people

are inclined to give credence to private
dispatches from London to the effect that
the conclusion of peace inm South Africa
is much nearer than the Boer reports
would lead people to believe,’ It is re-
garded: as gquite possible that ex-Presi-
dent Kruger will draw proper conclus
icns from the course of events in South
Africa, and the experience he has had
in Enrope This would in no way be
a humiliation for him.  Reports have
also been received to the effect that
Kruger is trying to arrange an interview
with Lord Salisbury in view of the miod-
eration of Mr, Chamberlain’s latest
speech, It js not considered impossible
that such a meeting should take place.”

Ready for the Boers.

Lorenzo Marquez, Dec¢. 14.—The Brit-
ish troops at Koomatj Poort are standing
to arms in the expectation of an attack
by Boer forces of 1,500 which are in
that vicinity.

It is believed to be the intention of
this force to make a dash upon the town,
The situation is regarded as serious.
A force of 150 infantry, a squadron
of cavalry and two guns were dispateh-

ed to the frontier this morning.

Colonel ' Steele,

Ottawa, Dec. 14.—The military author-
ities know nothing about the reported in-
tention of Colorel Steele, commanding
Stratheona’s Forse, to return to South
Africa after brmgmg Ais force home

“Rensdtional Arrest.

London, Deec. 14.—The Capetown cor-
respondent of the Daily Mail reports the
arrest at Worcester, Cape Colony, of
Harold Darringdale, alleged to be an
American, on a charge of fomenting an
Afrikander rebellion. ‘The arest,” says
the dispatch, “has made a great sensa-
tion and startling disclosures are prom-
ised,”

Nurses Returning,
(Special to the Times.)

Ottawa, Deec. 14.—The following cable
was received to-day at the militia de-
partment: “Capetown, Dec. 14.—Troops
and nurses sailed on the Rosslyn Castle.
Reach Halifax about the Tth, (Signed)
Biggar.”

London, Dee. 15.—Lord Kitchener re-
ports that eighteen officers and five hun-
dren and fifty-five men are missing from
Gen. Clements’s force, They consist of
four companies of the Northumberland
Fusiliers,

Judging from the message these were
captured by the Boers.

Clements's casualties on December 18th
amounted to five officers and nine men
killed, and many apparently wounded

" Official Dispatch.

London, . Dee. 15.—Lord Kitchener
wires the war office as follows:

“Preoria, Dec, 14.—Clements brought;
in his foree to Commanda Nek unop-
posed,

The casualties were, I regret to say,

heavy: Killed, five officers and ‘nine
of other ranks; missing, eighteen officers
and five hundred and fitty-five of other
ranks,
*“These latter were four companies: of
the Northumberland Fusiliers, who were
stationed on the hill, and some yoemanry
and other details sent up to support
them. The pames and nature of wouads
are béing telegraphed from Capetown.

“Broadwood’s. Bﬂgﬂle took mo part in
the enxlment., 1
“The Boers: aeverely

“Knox “Dewet _morth  to the
Thaba Nchu-Ladybrand. line, which was
held by our troops, -Dewet’s forces,
about 3,000 strong, made several at-
tempts to get through during the day,
assisted by a foree of Boers operating
from the north. ‘These attacks were
driven back, though' some of the Boers
of the south were ablée to get thron‘li
the line.”

Wiring later on December 14th < Lord
Kitchener reports that while pminxthe
lines in the mneighborhood of ’.I.‘hnba
Nechu, Dewet’s force lost comddembly.

The South :African Light Horse.  and
Thorneycrofts’s Mounted - Infantry cap-
tured a fifteen-pounder: taken at Dewets-
dorp, a pom-pom, several ‘wagens with
ammunition, twenty-two prisocers, and
some horses and mules.

A portion of the enemy has not been
able to pass north,

The Wounded.

London, Dec, 15—Gen. Kitchener's
supplementary dispatch referring to the
disaster at the Magsaliesborg confirme
yesterday’'s most pessimistic fears, and
demonstrates that-the catastrophe is

among the worst of the war,
‘The matter was brought up in  the
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ﬁigew‘k in_the afternocnm,

4 House of Commons to-day by the secre-

tary for war, Mr, Wm, St. John Broder-
tck,  He had no information to add; ex-
eept that the wounded numbered 5 offi-
cers and 45 men,

Dined With Wilhelmina,

London, Dec, 15.—“Mr. Kruger and
Dr. Leyds who dined last evening at
the palace,” says the correspondent of
the Daily Mail &t the Hague, “on hear-
ing of the British disaster at Nooitge-
dacht were quite unmoved. Mr. Kruger
re-asserted his 'complete confidence in
ultimately forcing Britain to initiate an
acceptable settlement., Mr, Kruger sat
next to her Majesty, opposite the Queen’s
mother and Do, Leyds. Otherwise the
ladies and gentlemen-m-wantmg were
present.

“Afterwards Mr. Kruger and Dr.
Leyds conversed for half an hour with
the Queen in the drawing room, mainly
on the agricultaral and ethnological ‘con-
ditions of South Africa.”

War Funds Voted.

London, Dec. 15,—Parliament was dis-
missed to-day until the middle of Febru-
ary with the reading of the shortest of
the Queen’s speeches. It was as fol-

4 lows:

My Lords and Gentlemen:—I thank
you for the liberal pirovision you have
made for the expenses. incurred by the
operations of my armies in South Africa
and China.

. 'The proceedings to-day in the House of
Commons were a repetition in minature
of the debates of the brief session.
ministers were heckled. The war funds
were finally voted after the secretary of
state for war, Mr, Wm, St. John Brod-
rick, nad given an assurance’ that the
governmént during recess would cordially
co-operate with Gen, Kitchener in an en-
deavor to end the war,

Particularly stinging were the remarks
of Mr. John Bryan-Roberts, Liberal. He
declared that the British treatment of
women ir South Africa was an outrage
on civilization and that it was blasphemy
to hold Christian ‘services in St, Panl in
connection with the return of Tord Rob-
erts. while there were sach proceedings
in South Africa.

Mr. Brodrick hotly denounced Mr.
Bryan-Roberts’s charges, asserting that
it was criminal to make allegations
which ‘could not be proved. but which,
however, would be telegraphed to Sonth
Africa to increase the discontent existing
there. He held up Mr. Bryan-Roberts
to the censure and veprobation of nearly
every member of the House of Commons.
These remarks were greeted with.gheers.

Mr. Broderick ihen repeated that the
government did not desire to pursue a
policy which would make it more diffi-
enlt for the Boers to cease fighting, and
that the government abided by the de-
elarations of Mr, Chamberlain. -

The session was suspended until’ two
when. . both,
ouses met and were prorogued.

*Ottawa, Dee, 14.—Sir Alfred Milner
wires as’ follows to the militia depart-
ment: ‘

“Capetown, Dec. 13,—The Canadian
contingent sailed to-doy in the Rosslyn
Castle. after a  triumphant march
through Caretown. I inspected them on
the jetty and thanked them for their
gervices. The troops left amidst much
enthusiasm.” (Sd.) Milner.

A cable from Strathcona .announces

the destination of the steamer with the
seeond -contingent on board has been
changed from Halifax to St. John. This
adds 250 miles fo the sea voyage and
shortens the travel on the Intercolonial
railway by 100 miles. <The men will be
supplied with winter clothing on ar-
rival in 8t. John.

The executive of the Patriotic Fund
haye determined to purchase annuities
for: tha widows and orphans of deceased
soldiers,

Another Fight,

Johannesburg, Deec, 14.—325 p.m.)—
The battle still contirues in the hills a
few miles from Krugersdorp (7). Gen.
French has already gone., There have
been many casualties on both sides. 1t
is. ;estimated that.the Boers number

To Welcome the Soldiers.
(Special to the Times.)

Vancouver, Dec.  15.—At  a  special
meeting of the city council this morn-

ing 'to arrange for the reception of sol-

diers ‘returning - from South Africa, it

wad' decided to invite the council of Vie--

torii and Naniimo as well as the citi-

zens of both cities to come to Vancouver

and: particlnate in a geperal celebration.
B

KICKED TO DEATH.

Boy Dragged Along by a Runaway
i Horse and Battered Beyond
i Recoguition,

: (Assoctated Press.)

Columbaus, Ind,, ‘Déc, 14.—~Dragging at
the Is of a frightened horse, a boy
na Hall was battered to death yes-
t at Mount Liberty, six miles north
of Nashville, Two' elder companions,
Ei and Coopenhaven, in a spirit of
boyis] recklessnees, tied young Hall on
the 's back, telling him they would
teachh him to become a circus rider, They
releaged the bridle and strack the horsge.
The ‘animal took fright, and began io
run gway at a terrific pace. The rider
ciang to the frightened animal’s back
for e distance, but in his terror he
Icet hold and fell under the horse’s
hecofs, 'His horror-stricken companions
etarted in’pursuit of the fleeing animal,
which was captured nearly g mile away,
but not until the rider was: kicked and
battered beyond. recognition,

SWEARING ALLEGIANCE.

i (Assoclated Press.)

Manila, Dec. 14.—From Toilo it is un-
officially reported that the insurgents in
that part of the island of Panay are
swearing allegiance at the rdte of a
‘thousand a day.' The arrest of many
prominent insurgents started the move-
ment,” which se2ms to be becoming uni-
versnl at Jaro, Molo, Mandurrido, Arevo,
and TlAilo. . Considerable sums of money
and large quantities of supplies have
been captured by the Americans,

DESIRED A DIVORCE.

(Assoclated Press.)

Berlin, Dee. 1d.—The  government of
Anhalt, has officially published the de-
cree divorcing Prince and Princess Ari-
bert of Anhalt. The latter is a grand-
daughter of  Queen Vietoria.  The di-
vorce haa been granted in consequence
of thair mutual-desire
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Roberts’s
' Retur

Thousands of People Will Invade
London to Welcome Home
Commander-in-Chief.

Steering 'rorpedbes and Submar-
ine Boats by Wireless
Telegraphy.

- (Associated Press.)

Lendon, Det, 15,—The dreary . pros-
pect of interminable war in South Africa
and increased - taxation at home is no
detriment to Christmas gaiety. = The
shows and markets -are brighter than
ever, gay throngs fill the streets, busi-
ress is at top notch, and the theatres are
crowded. S

Thousands of people are preparing to
invade London to welcome Lord Rob-
erta heme. The number of spectators
of “Bobs’s” march to St. Paul's, accom-
panied by the Prince of Wales, on Janu-
ary 2nd, is lkely to break nll records,

! The officials are already besieged for

tickets for g

The Thanksgiving Service, i
snd window owners are anxiously await-
ing the announcement of the lne of
march,

The British- Admiralty has thoroughly
awakened up to the importance of the
sub-marine and similar methods of war-
fare. It has been arranged to test Vars-
ca’s invention for steering topedoes aad
sub-marine boats by means of: the wire-’
less’ telegraphy operated by Mr. A, C.
Higgs, United States consil at Weymouth,
The United States naval attache, Com-
mander Glover, is following up the mat-
ter closely. - Germany has made an offer
for the Germsan rights. - The invention
has-been considerably altered since it
was first shown to the German govern-
ment, The inventor now expressed the
belief that the

v Danger of Interference,

s

or “jamming,” as it is technically called,
has been eliminated. ‘As recent Maraconi
experiments prove that instruments nst
cxactly tuned to the same note can have
no influence over others, regardless. of
the power of the batteries, Mr., Higgs
provides each torpedo boat with a dif-
ferent note, and directs it from a ship
for ‘the Iam}; on or epder water, towards’y
the object’ it is desired to desttoy by
means of the same current swhereby wire-
less messages are transmitted.

“The United States have many able
men, but no one of conspicuous merit.”
This statement is in the Daily Mail Year
Book, which is said to compete ‘with
Whittaker’s '‘Almanac, = There the sec-
ticn devoted to the world’s chief states-
faen, while it is not inspired or a particu-
larly crudite publication, represents the
bulk of y

Press and Public Opinion

in England.’ Nothing so well explains
the attitude of the English press towards
American action in . Nicaragua, China
and other quarters of the globe as this
crude revelation of its estimate of 'Am-
érican public men. It is this underly-
ing, though seldom expressed belief,
which permeates the editorials now so
frequently devoted to the policy of the
Washington government. How utterly
this is 'at variance with the opinion of
the foreign office and the highest gov-
ernment officials here is apparent from
the fact that iu almost every recent case
where the English papers have attempt-
ed to advise or to forecast the attitude
;of their government towards proposi-
tions  suggested by the United States,
they have taken “éxactly the opposite
line from the course eventually pursued
by Lord Salisbury and the Marquis of
Lansdowne.  This

Lack of Sympathy

between  the administration leaders and
the administration papers seem to be
broadening daily. Once in a while the
mass of English comments on the Ni-
caraguan canal question undoubtedly re-
presents the views of a large section of
the public, but it must not be ¢onsider-
ed in any way official, or even semi-
official.

A specia.l dispatch from Washington
complains that the London  dispatches
dealing with the Nicaraguan canal do
not give any indication of the views of
Lord Lansdowne, Lord Salisbury or any
autboritaﬂve person, - It may be said’
that Lord Lmnsdowne has been given
every opportunity to communicate . his
views on the matter, but he has definite-
ly. refused, remarking that he did not
wish to attempt to interfere, covertly or
otherwise, in the formation of American
publie or: legislative opinion. He has
not even diseussed the ecanal in his fre-
quent conferences this week with the
United States: ambassador, Joseph H.
Choate,

Great Britain’s Decision,
doubtléss, will be arrived st only after
' cabinet conference. 'What Lord Lans-
downe will advise his fellow-cabinet min-
isters to do " depends entirely on the final
shape in which the treaty is required. As

of the matter stands, it would be equally

unsafe to say he will counsel its rejec-
tion or acceptance, though, as he follows
the ideas which at present prevail among
the permanent foreign office officials, he
will fall back on the Clayton-Bulwer
treaty and reject any modifications of the
Hay-Pauncefote treaty.

Mr. R. Arlington, the eccentric gentle-
man of Le:ds who lived in  a miserly
manner in order to be able to devote his
wealth to foreign missions, left over
£1,000,000 to charities of all kinds. He
made his fortune out of a brewery, and

Lvedmoneﬁlﬁymmwu

as much furniture as

A Pauper’s Hovel,

Disappointment in love is said’ te kave
been responsible for his extraordinary
life. This tall, spare man wore a slouch
hat, and dressed in
made in thekstyle of the sixties, and whe
ever was known to give peund
in his lifetime. g

The latest form of trust is that of

graphical Socnety, Americans respon-
sible for forming such a em'n::e in these
animals that the pending British and
other Arctic expeditions are confrented
with a difficulty nearly as great as the
icefields. It appears that Mr. B. Bald-
win, the ‘American , has

up such & large of dog:
prie!;l ::; risen. from $12 Lo

are to procure even ‘t M' price,
Capt. Bernier, the Canadian

hopes to get out of the difficulty h

ing young dogs and training them om
voyage. . What the two British Ant-
arctie expeditions will do, Sir Clements
Markham does not yet know.
win says he has no more dogs tham be
needs.  He foresaw the

bought early.

Amendment

umodaummmmb
 terests 1 the Nicaragn

:I \I[ 3

Loudon chronich ‘Begavds the
Actionua‘!rlnnplru
theAulophobu.

Washmgton, Dee. l&——h aceoriiames
with a previous _agreement, the semate
in executive session took a vofe at 3
o’clock to-day on the amendment €o the
Hay-Pauncetote treaty authorizing the
United States to defend its interests im
the canal.  The senate did not clesge its
doors until 2 o’clack; and theré was ihen
left only one hour’s time for the dis-
cussion of the provisibns of the amend-
ment.” The vote was taken by yeas anii
nays, €65 votes being cast in favor of
the amendment, and 17 against it

Opmmn in London.

ooLondon
mmons Henry
Liberal member tor Sonth Wolver

a view of extracting the views of the
cognate matters.

ate of the Davis amendment to the Hay-
Pauncefote treaty yesterday is evidently
regarded as far too weighty a matter for
hurried comment by the London meorm-
ing jowrnals. Accordingly the Times
and most of the other papers will post-
pone = until  to-morrow _their editorisl
treatment of the question in iis presest
phase.

lishes a short nete, in which it says.
“The news is very serious indeed. It

Anglophobes of the United States sem-
ate have triumphed, and we are back
again where we were at the time of the

during the Spanish-American war hss
been shaken by pro-Boer sympathy, and
it is now swamped by self-interest. The
Americans intend to fortify the camnal im
spite of treaty engagement to the con-
trary. We cannot possibly stand by and
allow the Clayton-Bulwer treaty to be
thus imperiously set aside.
relations between the two couniries must
'of pecessity be gravely menaced. This
ig the onteome of McKinley’s re-election.

Bryan had been'returned.”
NOTES FROM OTTAWA.

Protest Against Betm'n of Mr. Birkett—
Ottawa Contractor Awarded $26,502
For Breach of Contraei.

(Special to the Times)
Ottawa, Dec, 14—J. M. Bell, of
geological survey, has just returmed
Ottawa after an absence of

mionths,

During this time he travelled
Aretic ocean to the boundary
ktt!ﬁdmtonsmrmh‘
went by ‘Athabdses lake and
totthmtshve e -
wmtgrtheze,andwlu-nhh‘
ed  he went down
to Fort Nooman, and thea
river to Great Bear lake, 3
is' within the Aretic circle. '
lake he made a portage to the

il
¥ wel

E §
P igst
it -?t
m‘ﬂ} i{:

i

Auzust last wien ‘he started
jcurney by Fort Rae, Wort Chippews
and Lake Labeche to M

is protested by the Liberale ™

The inland revenue department is go-
ing' to ‘create n'dmtﬁdhlﬁ-.ltk

In the Exchequer court to-day
Burbidge gave jndgment to
Stewart, the. Oktawa: cox
$26,502. for breach of comtract

him the contract on the Soulanges camal.

—————————ve——

G. C. mnmmamr D. Potts arriv-
:;din city from Vancouver yester-
ay.

frayed garmests,

mpm

14 In the House of .-
i it

ton, will ,ask a series of questions with
government on the Nicaragua canal ané

The adoption by the United States sem-

The Daily Chronicle, however, pub- -

means, in a word, that the jingoes and .

Venezuela embroglic and  President
Oleveland’s inseolent a proveeafive
speech. The better feeling manifested

Worse could nardly have happened il‘ ;

torned sonth, It was about the 1st of

’*\
the: government for taking sway from




