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THE AVERAGE JURY.

There has been a great deal of talk

. in the Maritime Provinces and else-
where in Canada, during the last few
years, about the alleged failure of trial
by jyry. This has arisen from the fact
that here and there juries in serious
nzcs have failed to convict, notwith-
standing an exceedingly strong public
belief that the prisoner was guilty.
Very often, of course, those forming
such an opinion from the outside could
not have followed the evidence as
closely as members of the jury did, and
had not the jury’s responsibility or the
jury’s limitations. In capital cases the
juryman, whatever he may believe, is
necessarily governed by the actual
evidence produced, and unless it estab-
lishes guilt beyond a reasonable doubt
his oath prevents him from concurring

in a verdict of first degree murder. |:

There are undoubtedly cases in which
the jury fails of its duty, as we find
judges pointing out on exceptional

asions.
l7éir Allen Aylesworth is one of the
eminent legal authorities who now
comes to. the defence of the jury, and
his testimony must carry some weight.
In addressing the Ontario Bar Asso-
ciation last week he said that, as a
result of his long experience, he had
come to the conclusion that a jury of
‘the common people is the best tribunal
for /deciding questions of fact. “Every
jury and every juryman,” he said, “is
charged with such a sense of his duties

that he desires to do real, honest
justice. Of course, there are preju-
dices, but who is without them?

Would we be any better off with a
jury of twelve judges? At arbitra-
tions ,where the arbitrators are three
‘judges we may be sure of three differ-
ent opinions.” i

In his opinion the average juryman's
actual experience with the affairs of
life, and his desire to get at the truth
and find accordingly, are factors of high
value, He is quoted further as saying:
“Fifty years ago the system of dis-
pensing with juries was just bégun. It

* is a question whether it has not gone
too far. Indeed it is a question
whether there should not be an absolute
right to every litigant to have the facts
of his case tried by a jury.”

At a time when trial by jury in
general has-been so much under fire as
has been the case of late, Sir Allen
Aylesworth’s views are worth placing
on the record.

MR. MURDOCK’S $4,000.

"Whatever is going to bap/pen to Hon.
Joseph Murdock, Minister of Labor, he
seems to have been guilty of a very
human weakness, and the ~Ottawa
Journal; which is by no means friendly
to the administration of the day,
descfibes him as “more to be pitied
than censured.” At the same lime it
stifly contends that the Prime Minis-
ter's defence of Mr. Murdock does not
meet the case.

“Mr. Murdock,” says the Journal,

* “simply went down to Laurier Hoﬁsc,
heard the Ilome Bank people tell the
Prime Minister the Dbank’s
impending failure, thanked his lucky
stars that he was a cabinet minister,
and, on his way back to lunch, dropped
into the Sparks street branch of the
bank and took out his $4,000. It was
all as easy as rolling off a log.” Likely
enough, as the Journal supposes, that
is just whut, the average man would
have done, or would have wanted to
do, but as it is wrong to use
cabinet information for financial gain,
it is equally wrong, as the Journal puts
it, to use such information to avoid

about
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financial loss. That would mean, if
correct, that Mr. Murdock got his
money at the expense of depositors

who did not have the information on
which it is charged that he acted.
The matter is now before the parlia-
mentary committee on elections and
privileges, and the Journal points out
® that, while an inquiry intended to
vindicate the honor and dignity of
Parliament quite in 01'(]('1’,‘ the
incident should not lead to a political
inquisition nor be used for political
propaganda. That may be, but the
making of political capital out of the
matter, if the verdict is adverse to
Mr. Murdock, can scarcely be avoided.
An interesting question under the
circumstances this: How many
members of the House or of the Senate,
had they had $4,000 in the bank, as was
Mr. Murdock’s case, and known what
he knew, would have left it there?
‘Whatever the answer to this question
may be, it has no bearing upon the
propriety or Iimpropriety of Mr.
Murdock’s course. Yet if the men who
have to deal with his case all put that
guestion to themselves, and answer it
honestly, many of them may be dis-
posed to temper the wind to a lamb
that was not shorn but was mighty
close to losing some of his fleece at
least.
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WORK FOR PRISONERS.

The Superintendent of the Canadian
Penitentiaries in his last annual report
spoke strongly of the need for system-
alic employment for inmates of all
prisons and reformatories, pointing out
that idleness has a bad effect upon

Jlaw is that it provides for a modern

discipline and upon the character of
the prisoner, while employment of the
right sort often produces most bene-
ficial results.

Just now the New York Legislature
has approved of a plan of prison re-
organization advocated by Governor
Smith in his annual message, and in
signing the bill he describes it as the
most progressive step in prison legis-
lation yet taken in that state. . A
committee ¢shas been making a close
study of prison conditions in New
York since 1919, and it is noteworthy
that the Chairman of the Commission,
Adolph - Lewisohn, has personally met
the expense of the whole inquiry. The
New York Times says of the new
plan:—

“The outstanding feature of the new

industrial system in prisons under as
competent a Superintendent as private
industries demand. The prisoners are
to be paid a reasonable wage, based
upon what they actually do, and their
parole is to_ be .determined in some
degree by their work record. This is
beginning again where a beginning
was made on a smaller sca'e just a
hundred years ago and where, some
time later, ror want of the cmploy-
ment of sound industrial methods and
because of hampering laws, the ex-
periment left off. It is following, as
the author of the bill reminds us, the
specific recommendations of a Warden
of the Tombs, made just fifty ycars
ago:— ‘

“Let the prisoner share in his earn-
ings, and let the percentage of his
earnings increase at every stage of
advance; make the rules of conduct
so stringent that it will cost great
effort to gain all the credit marks.
Introduce many of the most useful
trades, let the prisoner have his choice
to learn; take time to eradicate all
bad habits.”

This is an act which The Times
believes will offer an incentive to each
prisoner to work hard and to be care-
ful as to his conduct, so that ire may
gain a commutation of sentence or au
early parole. There is the additional
advantage that he is prepared lo sup-
port himself by honest work after- he
leaves the prison. The temptation to
resume a life of ciime is thus undoubt-
edly reduced very materially.

HE GROWS IN CONTEMPT.

As time passes there are fewer refer-
ences to the former Kaiser, and what
is said concerning him only serves tv
add to the contempt in which he is
held by the world at large. Some
further light upon the character of the
man who had so much to do with
plunging the world into the horror and
suffering of the great war is supplied
by ‘Mr. Wickham Steed, formerly
editor of “the London Times, in an
article appearing in the Review of
Reviews. Mr. Steed takes us back to
the day of the Xaiser's famous
Kruger telegram at the beginning of
the Boer war. The editor was in
Berlin when that telegram was sent,
and his account of the Kaiser’s con-
duct clearly brings out the contemptible’
qualities of the man at that time. Of
the Kaiser, hiy methods, his vanity,
his cowardice and still his desire to
play with fire, Mr. Steed says:—

“This telegram, which was by no
means an unauthorized outburst of the
Emperor’s personal emotion, had been
drawn up after a conference at the
Imperial Chancellor’s Palace, where the
Imperial Chancellor, Prince Hohenlohe,
the Foreign Secretary, and the Secre-
tary for the Navy had been summoned
to consult with the Emperor. Had the
German public then known how
quickly the Emperor had changed' his
private bearing on heating the explosion
of wrath which his telegram had pro-
voked in England, and on learning that
a ‘flying squadron’ of British warships
had been formed at‘Portsmouth, its
enthusiasm might have abated. While
Germany was still ringing with shouts
of delight at his telegram, the Emperor,
in full uniform, called, early in January,
1896, at the British Embassy, and, find-
ing that the Ambassador was still in
bed, brushed aside the servant who
opened the door, ran upstairs to the
Ambassador’s and, sitting
down on the bed, begged him to write
at once to ‘Granny’ (Queen Victoria)
to say that the telegram had.not been
intended to do any harm. ‘Tell Granny
I didn’t mean- it,) were his actual
words.  Nevertheless, the Emperor did
nothing to allay the Anglophobia of
his Government and his people. He
played the double part which by apti-
tude or purposely, he was to pln‘
through the rest of his reign, always
countenancing war-like tendencies, and
always saying or doing something that
might help him to prove a moral alibi
in case matters should go wrong.”

bedroom

PRESIDENT SIGNS
IMMIGRATION BILL

Washington, May 26—The Immigra-
tion Bill was signed today by Presiden
Coolidge.

Despite the provision makipg Japa-
nese exclusion effective next July 1
put into the measure over his vigorous

Press Comment

s
IT SIMPLY CAN'T ‘BE DONE.

(From the Omaha Bee.)

There are a few things e expect,
but which they will find véty difficult
to get.

They cannot™get increased service
from the Government at the same time
they get decreased taxes.

They . cannot have better schools
without paying for them.

They cannot enlarge Federal bureaus
and commissions without increasing
expenses. i

They cannot match dollars with the
Government without putting up the
dollars. J

They cannot reduce taxes by voting
big bond issues to pay for public im-
provements.

They cannot live on a higher planc
than their fathers lived without pay-
ing more for their living than their
fathers® paid.

In other words, people cannot eat
their cake and have it.

Unless these facts sink into the pub-
lic mind and are acted upon, the tax
burden will grow, the cost of living
will increase and the problem of how
to make both ends meet will grow more

perplexing. >

WHAT PULLS POPULATION?

(Canadian Forest and Qutdoors.)

Brought up as we are on newspaper
talk and political speeches that identi-
fy the getting of population with the
opening up of “farms,” it sometimes
takes us by surprise to learn that the
forest is, in large sections of Canada
the best agent of immigration we have
and as regards millions of acres is the
only member of the family of re-
sodrces that can provide human sus-
tenance. We have talked of population
for so long in terms of prairie acres
that we have entirely overlooked’ the

fact that on eighty per cent. of the
area of Canada there are no farming

possibilities and forest growth and
forest industries alone can attract
people. We have equally forgotten

that the deforesting of great areas of
Ontario, Quebec and New Brunswick
has exiled those districts and the Do-
minion large bodies of population. In
our hurry to greet new batches of im-
migrants we have neglected to consider
the problem whereby hundreds of once
prosperous, well populated Canadian
towns and villages have decreased In
population or closed up shop altogether
because of the disappearance of the
forests, representing their reason for
existence.

AN ODYSSEY BY RADIO.

(New York World.)

Among the great stories of the world
the greatest are the Odysseys, the tales
—such as Major Martin’s account by
wireless of his escape to the Pacific
after the wreck of his plane—of men’
battling alone against the unmastered
genii of a planet which will never be
tamed.

A flight of airplanes sets out to circle
the earth for the first time; one of
them dips into clouds over Alaska,
strikes -the side of a mountain, leaves
its two occupants unhurt in a frost-
bound, precipitous desolation. Instant-
ly the face of the globe, which had
been a relief map far below, takes on
a different aspect. Mere man, robbed
of his new gift of flight, is dropped I1
the midst of nowhere, his two legs
stuck into four feet of ekceedingly em-
barrassing snow. The game is changed
entirely. It is ten to ofie he will never
get out alive. He accepts, the revised
rules, sets his wits and his body to
work, pulls soméhow through impos-
sible hazards, eludes one by one the
blondly inalicicas ‘[itans tha: defend
the marchss of the Nerth.

There is no bigger game; there are no
greater stories than those of the eternal
war with the implacable elements that
howl in a ring around the doorstep of
every civilization, at bay but unde-
feated. These are the real enemies of
the race. The fight with them dwarfs
all quarreling between man' and man,
brought about through cupidity, stupid-
ity and misunderstanding. Tt is man’s
fight for the control of his own destiny,
the same fight that goes on in the
laboratory where Dr. Felton hunts an
antibody to destroy the germ of pneu-
monia, or in the fisherman’s dory that
slips between the storms of the Grand
Banks to pluck a living from the throat
of the oldest antagonist of all.

MAINE'S TAX BURDEN.

(Bangor Commercial.)

The cost of running the state of
Maine today is about 14 times as much
as it was half a century ago, according
to figures presented by Professor Hor-
mell of Bowdoin College. Naturally
the cost of carrying on the state has
increased, but the difficulty is that it
has increased so much more than the
valuation or the population. In this
period the population has advanced 23
per cent., the valuation 188 per cent.,
and the state expenditures by 1,285
per cent.

The facts are apparent, and it can-
not be denied that the burden of tax-
ation of all kinds bears very heavily
upon the people. The average tax
burden in 1921 was $400 for a.family
of five and it has increased since that
time. The situation is clear, but it
is not so clear what is to be done
gbout it.

Seemingly there is little to be hoped
from the national government.' The
bonus enactment is regarded as pre-
cluding any reduction in national taxa-
tien. Municipalitties are hard put to
prevent an advance in the tax rate.
There is a chance, however, of reducing
the state expenses if we can put the
right people in the legislature, people
who are determined that the orgy of
spending shall stop.

Recent legislators have appeared to
consider that a certain line of expendi-
ture having been adopted it must run
on like Tennyson’s brook. Fach legis-

lature year finds the state expenditure |

increased. The time for a halt arrived
years ago, but-the .halt did not come.
In the interests of the people therc
should be a new course adopted by the
legislature and there should be a
new course adopted by the legislatture
and there should be a wholesale cut-
ting of proposed appropriation except
for the absolute state necessitties.
When appropriations were small 20 or
30 years ago the legislature inaugurated
the custom of extending help to many
institutions and philanthropies. We
helieve that the time is now here when
these helps, meritorious as they be,
should be stopped. There should alse
be peorganization of the state depart-

opposition, the President decided bey
cause of other considerations to give
executive approval necessary to spread

the legislation on the statute books.

ments in the interests of economy.
And now, when members of the legis-
lature are about to be selected, is the

time to make a slart,
/

Robinson Crusoe’s Gun

(New York Times.)

What is surprising about the story
that “Robinson Crusoe’s” musket was
sold in London the other day is the
price at which it was knocked down
to a speculative dealer, £215. It it was
a genuine relic, it went for a song.
Thousands of pounds are paid for a
faded copy of a dead author’s book,
because it is rare, and yet the gun of
deathless and heroic Alexander Selkirk
goes for a paltry two hundred pounds!
“There seems little reason to doubt,”
says a London dispatch, “that this relic
was the property of Alexander Selkirk,
upon whose adventures Defge founded
his story of ‘Robinson Crusoe’.” The
evidence given is that on the butt was
rudely carved “Alexander Selkivk,
1701,” with a seal crawling over a rock
cut in with the name.: Selkirk was
the seventh son of John Selcraig, shoe-
maker ‘and tanner of Largo, Fifeshire.
If it was Selkirk’s gun, he must have
carried it with him on the voyage with
Damper to the South Seas, which began
at the Cinque Ports in May, 1703.

We .must imagine Selkirk golng
aboard with the flintlock to act as sail-
ing mgster. We must imagine the
muskef brought home and passing
from hand t® hand, or perhaps lost in
an attic, for 203 years after his-death
in 1721. Defoe’s “The Life and
Strange Surprising Adventures of
Robinson Crusoe” was not published
until 1719. It fan through four edi-
tions in as many months, a fact that
should have given a considerable value
to the musket of Alexander Selkirk.’
And as the editions of this remarkable
story, translated into most of the
languages of the earth, accumulated
what a priceless treasure the gun of
“Robinson Crusoe” must have become!

Selkirk met Defoe in the house of
Mrs. Damaris Daniel in Bristol, told
him the story of the exile on Juan Fer-
nandez, and turned over his papers to
that most wonderful of all reporters.
‘Would not Defoe have coveted the gun?
How could the world have lost sight of
it? Identified and valued, traced down
to 1924, its price should be well-nigh
fabulous. It must be remembered that
Selkirk was an intelligent man, hardly
a simple mariner. He was master’s
mate of H. M. S. Weymouth when he
died. ;

In the stranded ship of which Robin-
son Crusoe was the only survivor
“there were two very good fowling-
pieces in .the great cabin and twce
pistols,” which he secured on a visit
to the ship on a raft, “with some
powder-horns and a small bag of shot
and two rusty old swords.” With one
of these fowling-pieces he at once shot
“a kind of a hawk,” whose flesh proved
to be carrion. “I believe,” said he, “it
was the first gun that had been fired
there since the creation of the world.”
When Robinson Crusoe departed from
the island after twenty-eight years of
adventure, he left his firearms behind
him. But Selkirk was likely to have
been more attached to the musket that
supplied him with game. Even Defoe
sometimes lacekd imagination and was
untrue to human nature. Neverthe-
less, this trusty weapon sold at Sothe-
by’s the other day will be treasured
as the immortal fowling-piece of Rob-
inson Crusoe.

HAS HEARD CLAIMS
OF 528 UP TO DATE

Ottawa, May 26—Hon. William
Pugsley, investigator of war claims,
has heard 528 of these, aggregating
$81,295.619 but has not yet rendered
any decisions. In answer to a ques-
tion in the House of Commons this
afternoon, Hon. A. B. Copp, Secretary
of State, said that Mr. Pugsley had
been appointed in March, 1923, and
had drawn 810,209 for salary and
$4,811 for expenses since his appoint-
ment.

WHAT YOU SEE ON AN AMERI-
CAN MOTOR TRIP.

(From “Along Life’s Detour,” in Cin-
cinnati Enquirer.)

Where to buy lumber for a new
house.

The kind of cigarettes to smoke.

The only kind of tires fit to put on
your car.

The names of places where they’ll
take your roll for fixing your car.

Billboards to the right of you, bill-
boards to the left of you, billboards in
front of you and billboards in back of
you.

Yeb!

The scenery fs the only thing you
don’t see.

1k de éneea'éa’
or connecting your
Electrical 2

/ *‘\"/f/D/UZiancey- |

Have “Convenience Outlets” installed
L
in handy locations and you will ap-

preciate why these receptacles are called

“Convenience Outlets.”

“Electrically at your service.'

The Webb Electric Co.,

M. 2152 91 Germain St.

FOLEY'S

STONE CROCKS

eep the Butter Sweet
' s0LD BY
ALL DEALERS

Made by Canadian Workmen of Cana-
diap Clays With Canadian Coal

THE TENT SPEAKS

) (Montreal Gazette.)

ll am the symbol of the soul of the cir-

cus—

For if the soul of the circus is anything,

It is the soul of the gypsy, :

I am the charm of the Out-of-Doors—

The charm of blue sky, of fleecy white
clouds,

Of storm-clouds, of wind, of rain;

Of crimson and golden sunsets,

Of glorfous sunrises;

Of Jdew in Summer and of
Autumn;

Of sun and moon and stars—

The burning, pulsing, throbbing stars—

The red and silver and blue and golden
stars, %

I am also the symbol of happiness,

Fox_' I am the psychology of the laugh-
ing,

Shoving, pushing,
crowd:

To me human nature is an open book;

wheérever I g0, men, women and chil-
dren,

Of all castes and colors,

Keep me compahy,

Thus it is that T get out of life

Much more than I could possibly derive

If T were the palace of a king,

Or the office of a business man,

Or a store, or a hotel, or a church,

Or any other kind of a building.

frost

Joyous, care-free

IN LIGHTER VEIN

He Scored That Time

She—*“I was a fool when 1 married
yeou.”

He—''Yes, and that disaproves the idea
that happiness comes from~people mar-
rying their opposites.”

Safety Slogan

A good suggestion from the West i#
that signs be erected at railroad cross-
ings, reading: ‘'Better Stop 3 Minute
Than Stop Forever.”

Bringlng HIm to Time
*“Jim’s wife, conducts their house on
up-to-date business methods, all right.”
‘““What do you mean?”
**She has installed a time «clock in the
entry and he has to punch it when he

1

| LLower Bend capsized and they were|One Sunday a small boy of another de-

| drowned.”

|
|
1
|

In the California town
there are still a good many Quakers.|ing asked what it all meant, the young-

nomination appeared at his Sunday
school dragging a larger girl with him,
‘Whittier | the latter protesting vigorously. On be-

of

ster replled: ‘“Well, teacher, she says
she’d Trather 8o to her OWn Nunday
school, but you sald each of us was te
bring a ‘Friend today and this was the
only one I could get.”

i
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The Practicill Gift For The
Bride of June

To cap the climax of a kitchen shower, an attractive, dependable range
is quite in order and would make an excellent club gift. Long
experience has proved the

ENTERPRISE ROYAL GRAND

a popular favorite among moderate priced cast ranges. A perfcct.baker
and convenient in every way, the Royal Grand is also outstanding as
a fuel saver and a range that will give completely satisfactory service

goes out nights and when he gets back.”

for years. :
Quite a Mishap Come in and learn all about it

Missourj exchange:—''I'hree men, lid
Oliver and Fred and Bertrand Logan,
met with quite a mishap recently when
the boat in which they were sailing at

EMERSON & FISHER, LTD.
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Lighten Your Housework
With These Easy-to-Clean

With easily cleaned Gold-Seal Congoleum Art-Rugs to
be had for such moderate prices, it is not surprising that
modermn Canadian housekeepers should put an end to the
drudgery of sweeping and beating old-fashioned, dust-
ing rugs and carpets. Gold-Seal Congoleum Art-

Rugs

collecti A
Rugs offer many practical economies that re¢commend
them at once to thrifty womenfolk.

Seamless—Easily Cleaned—No matter how much dust,
dirt and grease may collect on their seamless, waterproof
surface, a few swishes with a damp mop will make them

any amount of hard service.

Need No Fastening—Congoleum Art-Rugs lie perfectly
flat without any fastening. The corners never curl up to
interfere with doors or trip unwary feet.

Patterns for Every Room— As beautiful as they are
practical, Gold-Seal Congoleum Art-Rugs are made in a
wide range of handsome, artistic designs and harmonious
color combinations. Rich Oriental and tapestry effects,
dainty floral designs, as well as a neat and attractive tile
| pattern, permit selections to harmonize with the furnish-
' ings of any room.

Be sure to see these lovely and practical rugs at your
dealer’s. He has a varied assortment.

CONGOLEUM COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED
1270 St. Patrick Street, Montreal, Quebec

Gold Seal

@NGOLEUM ‘
/  _ArT-RuGs

Made in Canada—by Canadians—for Canadians

spotlessly clean. Their rich, fadeless colors withstand.

/ These are a few

Natuarally, the black and white reprodactions of the
patterns shown can give no more than a faint idea of
their actual beauty and charm. The patiern shown
on the floor is Gold-Seal Congoleum Ari-Rug No.
532. It is a cheesful design in which tan and blus
predominate. Inthe 9x6-foot size it costs only $9.00.

R
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Look for the Gold Seal

The Gold Seal shown above is
pasted on the face of all genuine,
- guaranteed Congoleum. It reads,
“Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your
Money Back.” This Gold Seal pro-
tects you against substitutes and is
your positive assurance that if Con-
goleum does not satisfy, your money
‘will be promptly refunded.

Note the Low Rug Prices

9x3 f.$450 9x 9 ft. $13.50
9x45ft. 6.75 9x10%fr. 15.75
9x6 ft. 900 9x12 ft. 18.00
9x74ft.11.25 9x13% fr. 2025
9x 15 ft. $22.50 i
Congoleum By-the-Yard, 85¢ sq. yd.

Prices Winnipeg and points West proportienaiely higher
to cover extra freight .

If ydur dealer does not carry the
genuine Gold-Seal Art-Rugs, we shall
be glad to see that you are supplied.
Write us for folder, “Modern Rugs
for Modern Homes,"” showing all the
beautiful designs.

Gold-Seal Congoleum
By-the-Yard

The same durable, waterproof,
easy-to-clean material as the rugs
but made in roll form two yards
wide, for use over the entire floor.
Needs no fastening. Satisfaction
guaranteed by the Gold Seal. Only
85¢ a square yard.

of the patterns which
" _have proved so popular with
Canadian housewives

| Sold by AMLAND BROS. LTD., 19 Waterloo Street

«




