
30 THE CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY

The Crown and us Officials

.

It is usual to look for the beginnings of this prindirfem the vanous attempts of ParUament to uifluence
the Crown in the choice of its officials or ' Ministers

'

and to procure the rejection or dismissal of Ministeiiwhj m the judgment of Parliament, were corrupt
?^^^^^' ?^ mischievous. In fact, the story gSU
further back

; for it would not have been mudi^
for Parliament to influence the conduct of Ministers,
unless Mimsters could influence the conduct of the

?^i.?'*. **"^. ^"^ influence was very early
estabhshed; for. with the great increase in the artiviti^
of the Crown which resulted from theNorman Conquestwe learn that the Kings soon found it necess^ to

wl «*"T?^ ^^T' *^ * Pennanent institutioh. a

The Privy Council ,

This body as distinguished from the larger Cwmdl
of Peers or Magnates, whidi only met at intervals forthe discussion of important business, probably had
?K^' *°.^^ ^i°S'' P*^«'^ «^t frequSSy forthe transaction of ordinary every-day buliW

The Exchequer
One ol its wUest forms was that of the Exchequeror Finance Office, which managed the receipt^aS

expenAture of the royal revenul. We haveTvi^daccount of thisbody'sprocedure in the twelfth4w
first-hand knowledge; and one of the thinirs tSstnkes us most about it is the mass of mmut^r^a-


