
PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS. 31

%
Deuteronomy xi. 20 :

" Behold I «efc before you thi» day

blessing ami a curse." ,

Head tlie fdluwing two verses in order to understmd the

comment wliicli la tal«en fnim Clarke. ...
" If Ood ha,l not put it in the ..-.wer of Ilia people cither to

obev or .lisobey ; if th..y bad not bad a free «ill, over v.h.ch

rbr^bi; comiLe a«tbority-could God with any propr-et^

have given sueh precepts as these sauct.oned wuh such pr<v

«ises°., 1 threatenings 1 If they ,^.re not free agents they

could not be punished for disobe.lience, nor could they, in any

sense of the word, be rewardcl for obedience

, " A stone is not rewardable because in obedience to the laws

of gravit ition, it alway. tends to the centre
;
nor « ' I'""-'"'

abi: because in being removed from that cen re, ... its te.id.ng

or falling towards it again it takes away the hie ot man.

.. That God has given man a free, self-determ.n.ng w.ll, which

cannot be force,l by any power but that whicl. is O-mpotent

and which God Himaelf never will force, is declared n the

„.ost formal manner through the whole o tu, sacred wnt-

Tn-^s. No argument can affect this, while the B.ble is consid-

ered a Divine revelation; no sophistry can explain away it

evidence as lon^r as the accountableness of man for hi., conduct

is admitted, and as long as the eternal bonds of moral good and

evil remain ..nd the essential distinctions between vice and

„e exi.t'. If ye will obey (for God is ever -ady to assis

ye shall live ; if ye Will disobey and refuse the help, ye shall

die. So hath Jehovah spoken, and man cannot reverse it.


