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METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. ^
This latter period of our history abounds in tna-

terials, while that embraced in the present volume is.
in some respects, comparatively barren, as but few of
those who were instrumental in planting Methodism in
this country have left particular records of their labors
and sufferings, with which the page of history miirht
be enriched. The sources, however, whence my
information is derived, are of the most authentic cha.
racter

;
and I trust it will not be devoid of interest

and instruction to those who take pleasure in survey-
ing the stones of our temple, and of comparing its
present with its past condition, and of anticipating its
future prospects and success. But though the ma-
terials for furnishing a very particular history of the
early days of Methodism in these United States are
comparatively sparse, when viewed in their scattered
and insulated condition

; yet when carefully collected
and put together in consecutive order, they cannot
fail to form an interesting and instructive medium of
information

; and more especially to those whose spi-
ritual welfare is identified with this humble branch
of the church of Jesus Christ. This I have endea-
vored to do, according to the best of my ability, and
hope that whatever errors may be detected by the
candid and critical reader, they will be attributed to
their proper source, and pointed out with that spirit
of friendliness which will ensure their correction.

In speaking of the authorities on which I have
relied for information in the compilation of this his-
tory, I feel it an act of justice to refer particularly to
Lee's History of the Methodists, tfnd to Bishop As-
bury's Journal, principally because I think they have
not been appreciated according to their worth.


