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'^r was the only obstruction we could oppose to (he
enemy ; it likewise interfered to prevent our attack-
ing them. They remaind long under our eyes, medi-
tating a descent; finally they determined upon landing
at Beauport. Our army, always on the alert, being
apprised by the advanced guard, immediately rushed
to the spot, with that ardour natural to the French
nation, without calculating upon the many causes
likely to wrest the victory from their grasp.

The enemy, more cautious in their proceedings,
on observing our army, hesitated in landing all their
forces. We drove them from our redoubts, of which
they had obtained possession. They became over-
whelmed, and left the field strewed with killed and
wounded. This action alone, had it been properly
managed, would have finally relieved us from their

^
invasion. We must not, however, attribute the mis-

f
management solely to our Generals ; the Indian

J
tribes, often essential to our support, became preju-

r dicial to us on this occasion. Their hideous yells
of defiance tended to intimidate our foes, who
instead ofmeeting the onset,to which thay had exposed
themselves, precipitately retreated to their boats, and
left us misters of the field. We charitably conveyed

^
their wounded to our hospital, notwithstanding the

' fury and rage of the Indians, who, according their cruel
^ custom, sought to scalp them. Our army continued
constantly ready to oppose the enemy. They
dared not attempt a second landing ; but ashamed of
inaction, they took to burning the country places.
Under shelter of darkness, they moved their vessels
about seven or eight leagues above Quebec. There
they captured a great number of prisoners, including
women and children, who had taken refuge in that
quarter. There again they experienced the valour


