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the fields and plantations of the Koman colonists, retiring

rapidly before the garrisons could sully from the towns and

fall upon her. Slie wis n-joiced to Hnd that her child had

found a husl)and and protector in the young Carthaginian,

still more rejoiced when she found that the litter had deter-

mined upon throwing in his lot with the (Jauls.

All that night mother and daughter sat talking over the

events which had h ppeued since they parted. Hrunilda

could give Midchus hut little encouragement for the mission

on which he had come. The legion of I'ostumius had indeed

l)een defeated and nearly destroyed in a rising wliich had

taken place early in the spring; but fresli troops had airived,

dissensions had, as usual, broken out among the chiefs, many

of them had again sul)niitted to the KouKins, and the rest had

been defeated and crusiied. I'>runildu tliou'jiht that there

was little hope at present of then' again taking uj) arms.

For some weeks Malchus attempted to carry out Hannibal's

instructions; he and his lieutenants, accompanied by small

parties of horse, rode through the country and visited all

the chiefs of Cisalpine (Jaul. but the spirit of the people

was broken. The successes they had gained had never been

more than partial, the Itoman garrison towns had always

defied all their eiiorts, and sooner or later tlie lioman legions

swept down across the Apennines and cairied all before them.

In vain Malchus told them of the victories that Hannibal

had won, that Southern Italy was in his hands, and the Roman
dominion tottering. In reply they pointed to the garrisons

and the legion, and said that, were Home in a sore strait, she

would recall her legion for her own defence, and no arguments

that Malchus could use could move them to lay aside their

own differences and to unite in another eflort for freedom.

AVinter was now at hand. Malchus remained in the moun.

tains with the Orcans until spring came, and then renewed


