
FIGHTING FOB PEACE

the desirabUity of a better understanding
and closer relations between the United
States and Japan. I liked what he said and
the way he said it. But most of our conver-
sation on that pleasant journey, it must be
confessed, was personal and anecdotic-
fish-stories not excluded.

The ceremony of presenting the letter of
credence, which I had rather dreaded, wasm fact quite simple and easy. I handed to
Her Majesty the commendatory epistle of
the President (beginning, as usual, "Great
and good friend") and made a short speechm English, according to the regulations.
The Queen, acceptmg the letter, made a
bnef friendly reply in French, which is the
language of the court, and passed at once
mto an informal conversation in English.
She speaks both languages fluently and well.
Her first inquiry, according to royal cus-
tom, was about family matters; the num-
ber of the children; the health of the house-
hold; the finding of a comfortable house
to live in at The Hague, and so on. There
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