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debaud was met and defeated at Dijon, partly through

the treachery of his brother, whom Clovis had won

over. He fled to Avignon and shut himself up in

that stronghold. Clovis pursued and besieged him.

Gtondebaud, filled with alarm, asked counsel of

Aridius, who told him that he had brought this upon

himself.

" I will save you, though," he said. " I will feign

to fly and go over to Clovis. Trust me to act so that

he shall ruin neither you nor your land. But you

must do what I ask."

" I will do whatever you bid," said Gondebaud.

Aridius thereupon sought Clovis, in the guise of a

deserter from Gondebaud. But such was his intel-

ligence, the charm of his conversation, the wisdom

and good judgment of his counsel, that Clovis was

greatly taken with him, and yielded to his advice.

" You gain nothinf;; by ravaging the fields, cutting

down the vines, and destroying the harvests of your

adversary," he said, •' while he defies you in his

stronghold. Bather send him deputies, and lay on

him a tribute to be paid you every year. Thus the

land will be preserved, and you be lord forever over

him who owes you tribute. If he reflise, then du

what pleases you."

Clovis deemed the advice good, did as requested,

and found Gondebar'' more than willing to become

his tributary vassal. And thus ended the contest

between them. Burgundy becoming a tributary

province of France. Cbtilde survived her husband,

but she took no further revenge upon the humbled

murderer of her family.


