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the night. She ordered breakfast in her room andmakmg a careful toilet, entered the libraTbefore

come at her feet. Madge had tried to persuade heruncle to remam in M for the day. Dr. Soper had"aid rest was desirable. The old man would have Wsown way. Why had they refused to let Archer atend h,m? Soper was a petticoat doctor. He in.
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"" ™"'^. '^'° *"""' *'"'° "^"«J. and afterbreakfast went ,nto the library. Here Mrs. Hunterlound him seated.
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''I will come back presently, " said Madge, and leftthe room as Lucretia entered
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^''",'"'«"?" Fairthorne said to Lu-cretia. If you neglect me I shall die "

She soothed him, stroked his gray hair, and gavea laughing account of her shopping and of the bad
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."I will give it," she said; "Dr. Soper wishes itgiven ma little sherry."
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She went down-stairs and poured into the smallniedicme-cup a glassful of sherry wine. In her ownro9m she added a teaspoonful of aconite and then a

l.ttle water. She put the half-empty vial in herpocket and returned to the library
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unhabitual criminal was upon her. Was there no


