
THE mSB 07 IBB PABTY is

that l»v« divided them Uv. bea mow ,pp,wBt
tlMBieJ. TIietMii!.tlieclv?l«wvfce.tlietnuU,
and the long lirt of other "i«uei" do not denote
fundamental difference^ but ooljr variationa of
degree. Never in any elecUon during thii long
interval haa there been definitely at itake a great
national principle, lave for the currency iuue of
1896 and the colonial question following the War
with Spain. The revolt of the Progreadvea in
18W had a character of iti own; but neither of
the old parties .quarely joined issue with the
Piogressives in the contest which followed. The
presidential campa^ rf 1916 afforded an <^por.
tunity to place on trial before the people a great
cause, for there undoubtedly existed then in the
country two great and opposing sides of pablic
opmjon—one for and the other against war with
Germany. Here again, however, the iss»«. was
not joined but was adroitly evaded by both the
candidates.

None the less there has been a difference between
the two great parties. The RepubHcan party has
been avowedly naUonalistic. imperialistic, and in
favor of a vigorous constructive foreign poliqr
The Democratic party has generally accepted the
lukewarm international policy of Jrfferson and the
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