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questions, he asked them individually, "Do you
believe that your affliction was appointed by God in

the everlasting covenant !

" The wife was first ad-

dressed, and her reply was, " I believe that it is per-

mitted by God in His providencie, but I have not

attained to believe that it was ordered in the cove-

nant." The husband's answer was, " I cannot even

say what my wife has just said." "You are a step

behind her, Donald," his minister said, "and as surely

as she is before you in this, she will be before you in

heaven." And so it happened ; though the husband

was both older, and a greater invalid than his wife.

After leaving this house he passed into the parish

of Kjiockbain, to visit a woman who had been for

many years one of his stated hearers, and whose soul

had profited by his preaching. She was enduring

great agony under the gnawing of a vinilent cancer,

and her soul's hope was, at the same time, sorely

tried by the tempter. Her case had for some time

lain closely on his heart, and his frequent and
eaimest references to her in fiimily prayers indicated

how intensely he desired her deliverance from her

deep despondency. Much of his interview with her

was strictly private. Its result was her complete

deliverance from the fetters in which Satan, for a

season, bound ner. She was enabled, ere they parted,

to declare her assurance of salvation, her contentment

with her lot, and her willingness to leave the event

of her der*th in the good hand of Him to whom she

had committed her spirit. Her eye was moist with

tears, but her faoe was bright with joy, as she bade

him farewell ; and, before a fortnight passed, they
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