
STATE OF THE NA-^'ION.

hWy and inevitably, as any of the infignia or inftru-

inents of thefi'iuation, A certain tone of the folid

and praftic?! is immediately acquired. Every for-

mer profeflion of public fpirit is to be confidered

as a debauch of youth, or, at beft, as a vifionary

fchemc of unattainable perfeftion. The very ideal

of confiftency is exploded. The convenience of the

bufinefs of the day is to furnilh the principle for

doing it. Then the whole minifteriai cant is quickly

I

got by heart. The prevalence of faftion is to be
lamented. All oppofition is to be regarded as the

efire<^ of envy and difappointed ambition. All ad-

miniftrations are declared to be alike. The fame
neceility juftifies all their meafures. L is no lunger

a matter of difcufllon, who or what adminiftratioil

is; but that adminiftration is to be fupported, is a

general maxim. Flattering themfelves that their

power is become neceflary to the fupport of all

order and government ; every thing which tends to'

the fupport of that power is fandtifiedj and be-

comes a part of the public intered.

Growing every day more formed to affairs, and

better knit in their limbs, when the occafion (now
the only rule) requires it, they become capable

of facrificing thofc very per ns to whom they had

before facrificed theii ongiiui friends. Ic is noW
only in the ordinary coarfe of bufinf .^ to alter an

opinion, or to betray a connexion. ^^Vequcntly

rclinquifhing one fet of men and adapting aiiothcr,

they grow into a total indifference to human feel-

ing, as they had before to moral obligation •. un-

til, at lengths no one ogginal imprefTion remains

upon their minds ; every principle is obliterated;

every fentiment effaced.

In the mean time, that power, which all i icie

changes aimed at fecuring* remains ftill as totter-*

ing and as uncertain as ever. They are delivered

MP into the hands of thofe who feel »icither refpedb
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