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now esteem himself amonf^ his most fuithful lirothers and friends. They gave him u

horse, as he was on foot at the head of his troop, and caused several gentlemen who
followed the commander to moimt behind them on their horses, proceeding to the

city, where quarters and provi^ions for the French were already provided, the same
as for the Spaniards. The commander rode on direct t(> the house of the marquis,

who rcctivtd him with great politeness, observing to him afterwards, that he was
surprised that a man of his quality, and so brave, should have ventured himself in a

place so (lj..tant from his own country, and with so little hope of prcserving it, or even

nis own life and honoiw, being accompanied by so low men ; and to assist die most con-

temptible nation upon earth, th l*ortuguese; by the answer of the commander un-

d r>)t. i\diiig that he was greatly alHictod, and luTt at his fate, us he told the marquis.

that had the representations made by the king Don Anthony to the king his muster

and the (picen mother been true, his enterprise would not have met with such an ad-

verse destiny, but that he should have hindered the landing, and taking of the island;

us he would yet have done, if the galleys had not reached the coast, where, Don An-
thony had assured them, there was not depth of water for them to navigate, and the Por-

tuguese had not ubam' )ned him ; and that he lamented exceedingly that he hud not

died in the engagement, and so been spared the misibrtune which had befallen him,

which would be u subject of affliction to him as long us he lived, the murquis observ-

ed :
" In good truth Mr. dc Chaste it would be doing too much wrong to the French

nation not to allow their high courage and valorous enterprise, but you must grant that

they arefrequenUy inconsiderate, and too hasty, as 1 should esteem them to be in this

instance, but for the apparent reasons which you alledge ; what, however, surprises mc
is, to hear you misname good fortune bad ; for as you were deceived in the principal

point of your intention, which is no fault of yours, this I consider alone as your misfor-

tune ; on the other hand I esteem you very fortunate to recover what was lost, that is

to say your lives, and bearing away only great renown acquired among us, as we have

been witnesses that you and yours have done even more than your duty, on as well the

day of landing, as in having fought furiously with but a handful of men for a whole day

against so large and strong an army, shewing nothing in your ranks but a contempt of

death ; you ought therefore to rejoice, and consider thut never before did any cavalier of

your nation effect so much for obtaining a favourable result to so perilous an undertaking,

or was more remarkable in his return to France." He spoke in cxcmplificiition of seig-

neur Strossy and his army, the expedition of the French to Florida, not one in which es-

caped, and several other battles, where they had been worsted, not for want of valour,

but from bad conduct and bad plans. After this long conversation, supper time came on
and meat wivs brought on table, with which the gentlemen who accompanied the com-
mander were very well satisfied, desiring nothing better than to set their teeth to work,

whatever the subject of discourse ; however, they did not sup at the marquis's, each of

the Spanish officers taking one by the hand, and conducting them to their quarters, where

they treated them (at least apparently) with much good will, and where they supped with-

out waiting for sauce. The commander, after supping with the marquis, by whom he

was again assured of a faithful observance of the treaty, and that they should speedily be

embarked to return to France, wished him good night, and withdrew to the apartments

of Don Pedro de Toledo, son of the former viceroy of Naples, a very civil and brave

cavalier, who shewed great politeness and kindness towards the French.

The next day the marquis published a law, forbidding, throughout his army, that

any one, of whatsoever rank or quality he might be, should dare to molest any of the

French, whether by words or otherwise, under pain of death ; and as well that who-


