
I
tioii. Mcaiitiinc Wisconsin and Iowa lunl incn-astMl to .SJkVJMM. and

102/214. Dakota apprand in the cjiisns ot \HVA) with I.h:{7. its vUh-r

Hist«'rs sliowiim rapid yains dui'in«,' the picvions dccad*- : and linally. in

1H7(). Montana was added to tlic list, all of wliifdi, taken tot,'i'tlifr with

Manitoha. expresses «,'eo),Mapliically the (lolden North-West of our hook.

This ri'j,'ion aceordinj,' to the censns of IHli), had a population of

2.72!J,172 souls, and to this nnniher .i \ast innltitu(h' lias heen added .

(hn-inj,' the ei«,dit years which have |)assed since the record wiih nnide. |

Since that time the Black Hills coinitry has heen opened to <'i\ ili/ation.

the Northern I'acilic has stretcdied its iron arm to Misnnirck in Dakota,

the YellowstcMM' country has heen entered, and the ^'enerons soil of

Wisconsin's. Minnesota's and Iowa's prairies has heen developed thron^di

natural increase and imnii^'ration. So at this (hiy the ti^mres fi'iwu in

the census of 1H7(I mif^ht he safidy doul '"d, and then in all prohahility

lie within tln' truth as to the present actual poiailation. In IH^O the

estiuuited value of the real and personal projx-rty in the re},Mon (two

states) was sr>r).771.2;{U: in IWKI it had increased to -S r)7 ;{.;{( (4,JUd (three

states), and in lH7(t. it had rolled up to the <,'rand sum of Sl.ddO.dl.'),-

\Hi\. What it must auy:it'^'iite now we do not [)retend to calculate, hut

the reader will conclude h)r himself that if ex])reHHed in li<,nireH it wt)ul(l

Hl)pear startiinji in its proi)ortions.

The acreajjie. improved, in iHli), n\ Wisconsin. Iowa, Minnesota. Da-
(f

kota and Montana, wi's 17,74r),281. while of uniniprovi'd there were
|'ji,.fs

1(). tM7.r»2-4 acres, of whi(di 7.;}22,;{87 was woodland. The cash value of
f j^, .,

farms was $7*.>;i.7;W.4()r). of farmin<i imi>lenients and niacdiinery. S41.- niati(

7r)H.lir». and th«' value of hirm, ondiard. and nnirket (garden pnahicts.
f],,, ^J

with improvements, for the year was $28(),r)(>4,!)17.
y^^.]l

As the short period whi(di has elai)sed since the ahove statistic ('olml
were collected, is really a considerahle ])eriod in the development of ii teiidtl

re^'ion that had hitherto made su(di rapid strides, and which has sinci ^f .,|,

increased the rapidity of its ij;rowth from year to year, in almost geo gtockl

metrical ])ro<j[ression. we have selected the infornnition <^iven in th iij;iii\|

latest census, as i)roper to the i)reface of this hook, forming,' as it wil to mT
a standard of comi)arison which will prove of value to the reader, a posscf
we pi'oceed to sj)eciali/e the history, development, and present condi passi
lions of the various localities comprised hi the (Tolden North-AVest. ©jisi

While fully inteiidinj,' to <.nve this work a thoroughly practical vahu gfatej

it does not detract from that ohject, to attemi)t the portrayal of tli t]jis if

•irand and heautiful manifestations of Nature which are to he found i limitd

every part of this wonder-hind. We say attempt, hecause the pencil ( \\
the «j;reatest artist is weak, when the divine themes of the Creator bf^.j,!

handiwork are sought to lie transferred to the ])ages of an miJ'i"t'teid.,iijJ

tious volume. planti
Takhig it all in all. whatever of legend, of statistics, history arisji

[

description, the i)uhlishers have heen ahle to ohtain concerning tltlie n|

great, the Golden Noi-th-West, they lay before the public confident thijes.

their labor will not he unappreciated. oernil

H


