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40 Vic. Eastern Boundary Question.

" C'oluiiiliia shoukl liiid, on furthci" ('iu[iiii-y, that souk? otlicr point on tlic roast would supply a
" niort! conveiiit'iit It'i-niiims, the Company would he ready to adopt it."

Tlic "Heads of Proposals" (Aniiexuie 1.'!, p. I."i, par. ."{) sulneittcd liy the promoters also

colitem|ilated alternati\'e routes.

Oiit^ of tile routes in e()ntem]>latioii is understood to have heen westward tliroui,'li Foi't

KduKihtoii (N. lat. r>3' :iO', W. loni,'. llli 2^)') to.Jasper House, and thence Ihrouxh the Yellow
Head Pass. (Such a route would have involved tlu- traversiiij; appi'oxinuvtely OO miles of tlie

meuntain chain Ix'tween tl)(^ western limits of tlie lioundary elaimi'd liy the Hud.son's f'ay

Conipaiiy and the eastei'n limits of Itritish (loluml)ia at (Jow dung Lake (N. lat. ^)'2'^ W, W.
Ion.. US 40').

Then, on Jlitli June, iSti.'i, the Colonial Ollice, writing toMr. Sandford Kleminji, delegate

from intuiliitants of lied Pii\er on the suliji et, remarks (Parliamentary I'aper 4."{S, appendix

page 21):—
" Witli the aid of these two Colonies" (Canada and I'.ritish Columhia), "wlii<'hhavo

"already lieen addressed on the sulijcct, and l>y means of a concession to the promoteis of the
" enterprise, of land in the district of country \\hich is fice fiom the lights of the Hudson's
" May Company, the l)uke of New(!astle tius(s that (he execution of the pnijeit will Ijc entered
" upon at no distant date.''

(Parliamentary Pajiers 402, 1S04, No. S, p. Hi) Again, in the peiiultimati^ i)aragrapli of

the lleport of a Ciiinmittee of the Canadian Kxecutixf Council, (Annexure 14), on 1 Sth Feli-

ruaiv, I8(i I, explaining its ri'asons for proposing to lu'eak oil' connection with the telegraj)h

and postal scheme, it refers to His (Iiace the I 'like of Newcastle as apparently sanctioning tln>

reassertion Ky the Hudson's lia} of tenitorial rights ii<jt included in the charter of Charles 11.

it has now lieeii shown tliat frtmi tiie date of tiie continuing Act of 2!^th July, 1S63
(.\une.xure ."$), tlie (lovernmeiit and P-irlianient indicated their intention not to eneroadi upon
llupert's Ijaiid. It remains to lie explained what was the generally and ollicially recognized

western Koundary of ilu]ieit"s Land.

'{'he territory is defined in the ch.trti'r of Charles II. (I'arliameiilary i'a[>ers 224-2()0,

IS."")?, Hudson s j>ay (^)inpany, Appendix i I, page 4US, to he as follows :
---

"All tiie lands, countries and t<'rritories upon the contines of the seas, straits, bays, lakes,

" river.s, creeks and sounds, in whatsoevt-r latitude they may lie, within the entrance of the

"straits, commonly called Hudson's Straits."

On July 5(1), ISj'.l, Mr. Cladstone, in nio\iiig an address to determine the legality of the

Hudson's l>ay Company's claims (llan.sard, third series, vol. c\i., p. l-'i'tO), said: -

"'i'iie original cliarter was only considered to ajiply to tlie territoiit-s in the imiiKKliate

" vicinity of Huds<nrs May, and tliosi' lands which are watered hy the large rivers tliat run
" into the liay. 'i'liose waters took their source from the Rocky iMountains, and descending
" thence through various rivers and lal.es, at length entered Athabasca iiake, on the west of

" Hudson's liay. I>y these waters the territory over which the Com]p,iny possessed power
" under their original charter was usually held and considered to he detined. The territoiy to
" tlui north and to the north-west was comju'ised within the waters which ran into the Pacific

"and the Arctic Oceans, and this territory was tiie suhject-matter of tli<' license of exclusive
" trading granted inlS.'{8."

(Annexures (j it 1!"))-- A reference to maps and to tlie Hudson's Itay Comjiany's claim.s

suliiiiitted in Parliamentary l'a|)er nl2 of ISoO, p. 4, will show that Mr. (iladstone's reference

to Athabasca Lake is erroneous, and that probably he intended to liav(* iianied Lake Winnipeg.

The ParlianK^ntary Paper 542 (Annexure (i) was the return niadc^ to the address moved
by Mr. (iladsfone.

In it (p. 4) the Hudson's Hay ('ompany refer to the charter of Charles il. as deiining

their rights, and submit a maj) showing Rujiert's Land us the basin emptying into Hudson's

liay. Tills iiiap shows tlii' Saskatchewan lliver and its .sources as included in llupert's Land.

In t\u' evidence taken by tiie Select Committee (Annexure 7) to emjuiiv into the state of

Hritisli possessions under th<^ lludson's liay Comi)any (Parliamentary Paper 224-2()0 of iSfiT),

at (juestion 2(), Mr. Ross, a meiiiiier of tin; Canadian Parliament and successively SolK-itor and

Attorney-Ceneral and Speaker of the Legislatives (.loulicil, is asked :
—

"The water-shed line is the recognized boundary {i. e., of Canada) to the north and north-

" east, is it not '!"

Answer. -"That is taken to be the boundary. There is very often a dispute as to where
" that is."


