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Donatists. made such tnorinoiis crimes as miirtlcr and suicide
a part •,{ th. :r creed— is it allowable to grant them, not the
full absolute p.ird.m adv. cated by S. Augustin, but a con-
dtlunial pardon inly, vi/., by giving them die choice between
('/) "a dHCipimary reprcsvon" of their ciminal excesses, or
ib) a public nliirn to the f'liiirch, in token of sincere roix'n-
tance. S .\u),nistin ).;ave his assent \i> the above "alternative"
Ijecause not nf the heresy, but of the crimes of the culprits,
whiili leally dr-< rvcd death. The conditional pardon he sub-
scribed to was. therefore, a most merciful and generous meas-
ure after all, though less so than the unconditional pardon at
first adv()cat<<l by our glorious saint.

[!7S| S. Augustin, after a long resistance, yielded at
last, but und.r pr. te.t, as it were, and with the utmost reluc-
tance, to the imiierative necessity of .saving the life and i)ro-
pcrty of his fellow-Catholics by legally coercing—but always
as gtntly as possible -the criicl Donatists, who were to he
punished not a- hent'es, but solely as public criminals
preaching and practi-ing .self-murder as well as the plunder,
torlurins,', mutil.it^n and massacre of Catholics. For a
descnptii-n of the>c mormities. see the life of the saint bv his
own iliscijile Possidius, a bishop in Africa. "It is not .nr-

gununt," writes the saint, "but experience which has modified
my opinion" Letter fy^\--i.e., not tlu> mere schism of the
D(matists, but their persecuting spirit and their criminal deeds
i>\ violrnee have conipclhd me to apji-Nil tcj the rcpnssivc arm
of the law.

In one of his letters, the s.iint tells us that, among other
incredible barbarities, the Donatists poured vinegar mingled
with lime into the eyes of their victims! 'Letter (, n. lY
Nevertheless, the Christ-like heart of S. Augustin yearningly
sought those monsters antl, prtxisely bciiiiisf or their heresy,
pleaded for the most lenient forms of repression in their
favor. (2 Retract., c. 5; Ep. 48 ad Vincent., and Ep. 30 ad
Bonif )

[.vQI In f"i-"t, in the matter of humanitarian reforms, S.
Augustin was fifteen ccntuiies .ihoad of his time. Hear him
protest, for instance, against the barbarous custom of "the
question by torture."

"Wh.it shall I say," he exclaims, "of the torture which
they make an accused person submit to? What should
most appeal to our tears is that the judge who orders the
torture for fear of killing an innocent man through ignorance,
kdls th's same man by the very means he employs tc- save
him from death He does not think it a crime' to torture
the innocent for the crime of others, or to force them by the
violence of torture to declare themselves fals<dy guilty and
to pencil as such; or, even if they escajTc condemnation.' to be
the cause of their dying from the consequences" (Letter 113).


