
264 Reflexions mthe Capfe

'< But here a notion occurs to me, by \yhich

tills afFdir might very eafily be determined,

without difallowing the pretenfions of rither

of the parties. • •
. ;.v/y '-

The French fay, they did not want to go

to war 5 but it was the Englifh who defucd

it: they fay veiy true, if they mean ao open

and declared war. The Englifh pretend,

they were attacked, and obliged to de-

fend thcmfelves ; true, if by attacks they

mean fome little attempts made gr^idVfilly,

to difiodge a formidable neighbour, and

a few precautions taken to put it imirelyout

of that enemy's power to do as any \s2ixm.

You fee, Sir, we may reconcile both parties,

fincq the events have two differe^i^; ^fpefts;,

and it is our bufmefs to exan^ji^c^^ t^en^

thoroughly, when there is no Jonge^jmy

poflibility to recall them. Yet in ^all pror

bability, if the power of enchai^ting ^as

{lill in falhion, as it is faid to haye.foiripcily

been, there would be no difpijte at ^11 in

regard to this matter. We (hpuld haw
begged the favour of fome magician tp faf-

cin^te the eyes of ouc enemies, to render tj^e


