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THE COMMERCIATL,

grados. Their business dopends upon this, for
if export ahipmenta are below the grades which
they ate suppused to represoy, the offoct of
this will Lo felt Jdisasitoualy upun vur eapurt
ers in time.

¢ umplaiats from the cast and from abruad
as to the grading of Maniteha wheat have been
piincipaily affectiog Fort Acthar  1espoction
Now, 1t must be uaderstowd that tho graio trade
of Mar.toba has no control whatcver gver the
Theugh othing but
., Manitoba grades of wheat are suspected at
Purt Arthur and Fort William, yet it is the
case that the wspectors thero and the system
of inspection followed thore, 18 entirely inde
pendent of any authority from the trade or
official trade bodies uf Manitoba. laspection
thero 18 carried out under the ruics provided
by the D ominion Government, independent of
the Manitoba boards of trade. On this account
the Winnipeg board has no official right to
interfere with the inspeotion at Port Arthur.
Still, as the reputation of Manitoba wheat was
at stake, it was felt that something should be
done to protect our interests here from the
constant complaints of wheat shipments beicg
under the grade which was cortified by inspee-
tion to be.’’ Consequently & committeo of
Winnipeg grain men visited Fort William and
Port Arthur, in an unofficial capacity of courss,
with a view of looking into the system of in.
spection there. y The Winnipeg grain meb,
through their focal organization, have also dis.
cussed the matter fully, and will make such
representation to the Dominion Government as
in their opinion is necessary to place our sys.
tem of inspection upon a sound aud satisfac-
tory basis. (Che co-operation of eastern Canada
boards of trade will be asked for, in assisting
the Winnipeg people in obtaining the reforms
needed. ¢ aim will be to place the terminal
elevators at Fort William, under a system
which will provide security that wheat sent out
is fully equal in point of quality to the official
certificate of grade accompanyiog i hat
there will be any ditliculty in securing this,
when the matter is presented to the proper
authorities, we do not apprehend.

inspection at I'urt Asthar

/

From what can be learued of the system
under which inspection is carried out a% Fort
William, there seems to be need of some re-
form. Iu the opinion of some grain men, and
the opinion geems to be borne out by facts, it
has at times been practically impossible to give
a true cortificate of grade on shipments from
the elovators at the upper lake ports, through
which Manitoba grain must pass, on its way
eastward. This alone shows the aecessity of
action in the matter. An official certificate of
grade certainly should not be given for grain
shipped from an elevator, which may or may
not be up to the grade certified to. Every
facility should be given thy inspector of en.
quiring into the quality of the shipment as
made from the elevators, and unless the assur-
ance 88 to grade is as certain as it is possible to
make it, no cortificate should bLe issued.
This, it is d-clared, has not always been tlie
case in connection with shipments from Fort
William.

MANITOBA POLITICS.

Manitoba is now in tho evcitament of a pro-
vineial election contest. Tho exact dates of |
the nominations and clecuions have not yeot
beon announced, but it is undorstood that it
will be very soon The campaiga, howevor,
has been guing op warmly fur some time.
Inero 8 une favucabio featu.o aboat tho con
test, au-l that is that 1t caa hardly be said that
it 1s being conducted uprn D imininp party
lines  As regards Domininn politics the con

test secms to bo decidedly mixed. Thero aro |

thoso who call themsolves Conservatives, who
are contesting soats as goverament candidates,
whilo soveral alleged Liberals aro opposed
to our alloged Litberal local government. The
fact is that these meu are probably anything for
the tume being which will serve their personal
ambitions. Be this as it may, wo sec no good
reason why Dominion party lines should be
drawa in our provincial elections, but thero are
certainly many good reasons, too apparcnt to
require specification, why Dominion partyism
should have no placo in provincial contests.

In the matter of public polioy there is really
nothing to distinguish the two parties—the
government versus the opposition—in the pre-
sent conteat. It wes all along supposed that
the schaol question would be the great matter
at issue. The Winnipeg Free Press, which has
been looked upon as the special organ of the
opposition, and iu fact the front and back of
the general attack upon the governmunt, Las
long and continuously assailed tho government
upon its school policy. As the artioles of the
Free Press appeared to bo imbued with a sort
of official tone in this as in other special lines of
attack upon the government, it was of course
taken for granted that this journal proclaimed
the policy of the opposition. But surprising to
relate, when the opposition met recently in con-
vontion at Winnipeg, they repudiated tho Free
Press by adopting the policy of the government
in the matter of the public schools, and have
pledged themselves, if clected, to carry out the
policy inaugurated by the government in this
matter.

This, as stated, sweptaway the only queation
of importance supposed to be at -issue between
thegovernmeat and the opposition, To be sure
the opposition have adopted a *‘platform,” but
platforms, we know, are made for electioneer-
ing purposes, and arc notto be takenat all
seriously. But granting for the time being that
the platform of the opposition is intended for
the actual guidance of the party, and that it
will bo practically applied if the opposition is
given an opportunity, it is still a document
without and bristling foatures as opposed to the
policy of the government, On important
questions affecting the province, tho platform
promises the energetic actior: of the party. For
instance, an energetio policy regarding railways
is promised.  Certainly a government compos-
ed of the parties now in opposition, vald not
bo prepared to go to greater lengths than the
present government has done, in acsisting rail-
ways. Manitcba has already incurred consid-
crable debt on this account, and our financial
position will certainly not allow of a more ex-
travagant railway policy than the present

govornment has shown. The firat sentenco in

the opposition platform reada: **'Tho finances of
tho province should be husbanded to the fullest
pussibie oatoot, cunsistont with an  ethiotont ad
mintsteatton. T his of cuurse previades ang
oxtraordinary cnergy in assisting railways.
The Hadson Ray railway is referred toas a
matter which should receive the *‘loyal” sup
port of the countiy, bot oothing is said as to
what the opposition are propared to do to assist
the enterprise. lLuyalty 18 cheap, and araally
conststs of tatk  Tne extsung goverument has
piedged tho asmstance of tho provinco to this
entorprise tu ovon beyond tho reasonable ability
of the proviaco to meot such obligation. A
vigorous immigration policy is also promised.
aond io tris connection it cannot but be admit
ted that the present goversmoent has done very
gnod work The other planks of the opposition
are not of great inportance or prowminence Ao
election law, simple, inexpensive, etficient,
and equitable, and a redistribution of the elec-
toral divisions having regard to population and
identity of interest, is promised.  Of course it
is always tho duty of a new government to pro-
vide a now election Iaw and a redistribution,
before the next election. ;

Altogether there is no question worthy of
consideration, at atake betweon the government
aud the opposition, since the achool question
ceased to bo an issue by the adoption of the
goverament policy by the opposition. The
contest is therefore narrowed down to a fight
on the part of the government aund its support.
ers to meaintain power, and on the part of the
opposition to attain power, There is also in
the present contest considorable of a personal
nature. There is a strong personal opposition
to the government, coming mainly from former
friends, and which aside from tho enemies
made by the school policy, seems to be due to
disappointed ambition, personal spleen, etc.
It comes from men who were nut given a posi-
tion in thegoverning party in accordance with
their own exalted ideas of themselves, or who
for some othor private reason changed from
friends to enemies of the government. This is
a class of opposition which should receive little
sympathy from the people.

Party lines not being at all closely drawn in
the contest, and there beiog no issue of any im-
portance between the government and the op-
position, the contest narrows itself down to al-
most a purely personalone. In voling, the
electors shounld have for their object the return
of the best men. Tue CoMMERCIAL believes
thar it would be a calamity to Manitoba, to
place in power the men who are engineering the
oppodition. We make thisstatement with some
reluctance but as a duty we owe tke province,
There aresome good honest men in theranks of
the opposition, includiog some of the country
membersin thejhouse which will now be dissolv-
de, and who aro offering for re-election, Thero
are also some candidates on the govern-
ment side who are objectionable, such for
inatance as Mulvey in Morris, who would
be a source of weakness to the government, if

1 elected. When wo make this statement against

the opposition we do not wish to reflect upon
the rank and file of the country candidstes,
who comparo favorably with their opponents

( Continued on page 1087.)



