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HARD'WOOD INSPECTION RULES REJECTED.
The outlook for the adoption of nationial

rules for the irxspection of bardwood tumber

throughout the United States and Canada is
much less prornising than a few months ago,
events having taken an unexpected turn. A
brief history of the movement is necessary to
an understanding of the situation. The Na-
tional Hardwood Lumber Association wvas or-
ganized in 1896 for the avowed purpose of
securing the adoption of uniform grading rules.
its membership being compased of botb the
wvholesale deniers and mantifacturers, withi the
former predominating. The rules for wvhich
they sougbt recognition were adopted by
dealers in ail parts of the country and by the
Wisconsin Hardwood Mattufacturers' Associa-
tion. They did îuot, howvever, meet the ideas
of ail manufacturers, some of wbom, about
two ycars ago, organiz.ed the National Hard-
wood Manufacturers' Association, with the in-
tentioni of framing rules more in the interest of
the mantufacturer. The advantage of lîaving
but otie set of rules being recognized by both
associations, a joint committee %vas appointed
to fix uponi a uniform basis for the inspection
of ail kinds of hardivood lumber. This coin-
mincee framcd a new set of rules, which %vere
te receive the sanction of a ilajority of the
members oif eachi absoc;atioîî before becoming
effective.

The National Ilardwood Lumber Associa-
tion held its annual meeting on May 22nd last,
aîid dcclined to adopt the rules arranged by
the joint committWe. A resolution to amalga-
mate the two associations wvas also rejected.
Thus the adoption of national rules is far from
being accoinplished, as the brcachi betwveen the
dlealer and the manufacturer wvould appear te
have been widencd by this action of the associa-
tion. There are sorte dealers, among wboni is
lion. J. N. Scatcherd, of Buffalo, who dlaim

that, lumber (teing produced ut se niany dilTerent
points and si:ipped te s0 many différent mar-
kets, it is almost impossible te, formulate a set
of rules wvhich would prove accepiable te, manui-
facturer, miliman atîd consunmer. Whether
thîs is the case time alone wvill tell.

Canadians bave been wvatching with muchi
interest the eutcome of tbe agitation and plans
for tiniform inspection of bardwoods across tbe
line, and wvbichi it is intended shalh eventîîally
extend te Canada. One or twe informaI meet-
ings of the hardwood denlerzi have been bield
in Toronto for the purpose of tal;ing similar
action for a limited district, but the business is
in sucb a crude state that muchi discussion and
diplomatic adjustment wvili be necessary before
anything tangible is arrived Mt. It is earnestly
te be boped that tbe matter wvill net be per-
mitted te drep, as recognized ridles even for,
Torante and Western Ontario weuld be
better than the entire absence of d2finite riles,
as at present.

CONDITIONS INSPIRE CONFIDENCE.
Within the past year the opinion bias been

many times expressed that the crest of the
wvave had been reached in the present era of
commercial and indtist;ial presperity in Can-
ada and the United States. Evidence bias net
been lacking of late that titis prediction wvas
well timed. There bias 'been a falling off in
the consumption of many commodities, prices
of whicb bave shown a graduai decline for
some montbs past. The decline in the price
et iran and steel products bias been, wve think,
more marked than in almost any other class
ef material wvhicli enters into construction
werk.

There are already indications that the bottomt
bas been or wvill sean be reacbed in the declin-
ing tendency of iren and steel prices. The re-
action bas been of a healthy character, and bias
proceedecd 'witbout serieus disturbance toe ither
capitalists or the labaring classes. It bias, on
the other hand, permitted construction wverk ta
be undertaken at a modcrate cost, a condition
wbicb is certain, sooner or later, te lead te
industrial activity. In the United States,
wvbere slackening of trade bias been the more
prenouniced an account of a Presidential elec-
tien five montbs lience, building operations are
more active than at any time iii the past twve
years. 'In Canada the reaction bas heen
scarcely noticeabie except for the dumping
policy pursued by certain United States nmanu-
facturers. Building is flourishing tbrougbout
almost the entire Dominion. In the city
eof Winnipeg alone buildings te the v'alue of
over S,oo,oeo bave beeti btiilt this year or
are in course of erection, and in Britisb Col-
umbia there is activity in the same direction.
Generally speakcing, the enlarged building op-
erations are net in the nature of a boom, as
speculative building is rit a standstill, except
perhaps in Winnipeg, te wvbicb point many
Americans bave been attractcd. The buildings
are needed for the accommodation of tbe
people and must be erected almost regardless
of cest.

Crop prospects are favorable te goad busi-
ness conditions. The United States is promi-
ised an abundantyield ef wvbeat, corn and cet-
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toni-the three leading staples. Fromi tht Can.
ndian North wvest comes the report o. verv
favorable %veather conditions and pro.p. ts r,
a hieavy production of No. i wvhent. \Viîh-
these predictions; ftîlfilled, a stbstantial i1 t petus
wvould be given to industrial and ceni .ercial
development.

Stili another factor is favorable te ..ui im.
provement in trade, namiely, a fixedi tarlit
policy. The budget speech of Ilion. Mr. l'ield.
ing, Minister of Finance, clearly sIîo% that
there is to be ne change of priiicipl.. 1.) thc
Domninion Goverment in respect te the tariff.
The Republican National Convention l.Ia, chas.
en Hon. Theodore Roosevelt as the Standard.
bearer of the *party, and present indiL.aîions
point strongly te his election. The platrorrnt
adopted by the convention declares adlicrence
te the systemr of protection, rates of dut% ta be
adjusted only wvhen conditions have çe clî..îîged
that the public înterest demands it. Tîiasi-, si
woauld appear that the existing tariff laws af
the United States wvill role for anathet foutr
years.

Sunming up, there is reason te anticip.îte an
improvement in business during the next
twelve montbs. The uncertainties wvhiclî have
exkýted and wvhich have induced capitalists ta
pursue a *conservative policy in respect te new
undertakings are gradually being removed, anîd
a more confident feeling is sure te develop.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
There is a good deal of misconceptien re-

garding the properties of Mountain tamariç, or
wbat is known in the western part of the
United States as larcb. It bas been con-
fotunded by many dealers and centractors with
the inf'erior eastern swamp tamarac, a vert
poor class ef lumber. The western product is
of a very rich even celor, greatly resembling
cedar, although the grain is net se prenounced.
It furnishes one of the best ef bigh grade
finishes, flot taking second place te fir or any
other high grade Coast lumber. It is net sa
bard as fir, but takes a vcry fine polisb, and is
easier te work, being especially well adapted
for ilooring, mouldings, and lvainscatting.
Ail tbe Winnipeg factories are very anxiotis ta
secure it in clears.

The appointment of Dr. Clark te the posi-
tien of forester for the Ontario Governmnent
bias raised a question as te the duties of this
offce. The opinion fias been advanced that
it is a. preliminary step towards tbe application
of a practical forestry systemn te the extensive
forest reserves wvbich have been set apart by
the Government and wbich will doubtless be
increased ait eacb favorable opportunity. lien.
Mr. Davis, Commissioner of Crown Lands,
announced some time ago that it wvas proposed
to selI the timber on these reserves as it
matured, under tbe direction of the Crown's
forester, and it may be tbat Dr. Clark's dulties
wvill be -- supervision of titis wvork. It is te
be ho,- :.at in perfecting their forestry sýs-
terri the Goveramient will give due attention te
the preservation of tbe bardwvoods, wbiclî are
in steaciily increasing demnand and %wbich f.ar-
nisb tbe raw niaterial for many of etîr largost
furniture and other factories.


