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Newspaper men have opportunities for airing and making
the inost of their grievances ini ieference to the subjeet of libels;
but a recent case referred to, by the Law Times (Bug.) was, as
therein tiaid, an unpleasant surprise. Too often, newopapers
contain libellons and unfair statenients, which go broadcast, and
no apology can ever undo the wrong donc. I ie only way to
insure less reekiessneas on the part of the wvriters, would seem
to be a mnoney fine. The item we refer to is as follovs.

"l'le law of libel as it affects newspapers has naturally been
a subject of discu,.sion during the present %veek at the meeting of
the Institute of Journalists. No doubt the resuit of the case of
Thdlton and Co. v. Jo-nes, 101 L.T. Rep, 831, (1910), A.C. 20, was
an unpleasant, surprise, but the souuess of that decision eau-
not be doubted. Owing to the wide publicity given to, a defama-
tory statemnent that appears in the columns of a uewspaper, the
verdicts of junies have cleanly shewn their disposition to treat
lihels iii the press seriously, and. although we do iiot for oile

Î_51moment suggest the existing law should not be amended ini
4.,some respect, such amendments, te our mmnd, ought to be directed

more toivards the existing practice and procedure in actions for
libel and siander rather than the principles which apply to

iej'the law of defarnation itself."

Many of our readers will remember the incident whc ansed
the suit of Laidlaw v. Russell Sage, in New York, some years ago.
Lt will be remembered that the inuiti-inilIioxxaire, Sage. used his
hookkep er, Laidlaw, as a shield to protect hirn from a botrih
hurled at hini. Norcross, the bomb thrower, was blown to pieees,
and the bookkeeper w'as tnuch mangled by the explosion, but the
millionaire escaped unhurt. The latter deelined to inake any
compensation to the inan who thus savcd his life, thereby earn-
ing for himseif uxidying infarny. The jury gave Laidlawv
a verdict for $40,000, but it was set aside by the courts on zoiae
legal technîcality, and the unfortunate bookkeeper never reeeived
a cent from the heartleas and shaml-s Russell Sage. B3roken in
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