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"The true check for the abuse of powers, as* distin-
guished f romi an unlawful exercise of thera, ja the power of
the central goveranent to disallow laws open to the former

roproaeb."
The language used by statesmen speaking in an offliais capa-

eity is ini full accord with these judicial dicta.
In the Report, dated June 8, 1868, which Sir John Macdonald

I ubmitted with reference to the course to be purgued with respect
to the disallowniice of Provincial legislation, he specifles the I
following clasaes of cases as being proper for the con sideration of
the M1uinister of Justice.-

(1) Those whieh w,- altogether illegal or unc*onstitu-

(2) Toewhich are ilg or uncoustitutiozial in part.
(3) Those which, in cases of concurrent jurisdiction,

clash with the legislation of the general parliamint.
(4) These which affect the interest of the Dominion

generally. J
The meaning of the word ''Illegal" ini the firet two of theise

paragraphs is flot entirely clear. But, liaving regard to the posi-
tion taken by the stateernan who vsed it in the report uext Men- z
tioned, it inay reasonably be inferred that he intended it to
eover statutes which intcrfered with private rights. Inder any
other construction, in fact, the two descriptive expressions Nvould
be virtually synonymous.

In the report in which the saine Minister recomxnended the
disallowance of the Rivers and Streamae Bill, p&ssed in 1881 by5P
the Ontario Legisiature, the following language was used:

"I think the power of the local legislaturca to take
aw'ay -the rights of one inal and vest thera in another, w% -

is donc by this Act, is exceedingly doubtfal; but, aseum-
ing that 8uch right doce in strie Wesa exist, 1 think it devoives
upon this Government to see that such power is not exercised
in flagrant violation of private rights and natural justice,

especially when, as in this case, in addition to interfering
witli private rights in the way alluded to, the Act overrîdes


