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Act, Mr. Dicey has designated as " officiai mendacity' ' (n), or
at ail events "diplomatie inaccuracy "(o). Hie maintains that
in ils esstential features the Constitution of Canada is modelled
on that of the United States, and that if we look at ils federal
eharacter "we nmust inevitably regard it as a copy, thougli by
no0 means a servile copy of the Constitution of the United
States' (p), although he admits, of course, that in respect to our
systemi of parliamentary Cabinet government we follow England,
and in no wise imitate the presidential government of America.
But, despite the authority of Pro fessor Dicey as a constitutional
writcr, 1 nevertheless venture to think that, quite apart from
Cabinet government, if wc look mbt the malter with a little
minutencss, it is impossible to concede that the Canadian polity
eau with fairncss and accuracy be called in any sense a copy of
the Constitution of the United States. Perhaps 1 may be allowed
to repeat here more briefly what 1 have stated elsewhere more
-at large on this subject(q).

It is, of course, perfectly true that the British Northi America
Act lias like the Constitution of the United States, federally
united several communities before the Union having separate
govcrnrnents and separate parliaments; but when we examine ils
scheme and methods for attaining this end, we see many and
fundamental divergencies from American ideas and institutions,
in wbich the founders of confederation faithfully followcd by
preference, and wîth mucli ingenuity, principles of the British
Constitution.ý We can only deal very briefly With the malter
here, but one of the points of contrast in which the Constitution
of Canada follows Englîsh anàlogy and not American, is in the
uinfettered character of her legislatures. They have not been
put into "straight jackets" as American legisiatures are, to
quote an expression of a recent writer. Even the legislative
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(q) Legisiative P>ower in Canada. Introductory Chapter.


