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insurance company, if it brought an income of $116. Mr. Miller pro- profession, are strongiy ii favour of it, and hope some day to de-
posed that Dr. Hodgins should be sent for,to give some information rive advantagc from It
on the subject of the Superannuation Fund. This was agreed to. As to the grounds of objection to the distribution of the fund (as
Mr. Hunter said it required much argument to make teachers take now authorized by iaw), which have been urgcd by very many
a part in this beneficial measure. Mr. McMurchy said that $4 earnest and faithfui teachers, I entireiy sympathize. 1 wouid
would bring a handsome dividend, but he forgot the word " if "-if gladiy see the iaw modified se as to meet their reasonabie wishes.
the fund would permit it-which made all the difference. He con- These teachers object to the present scheme chiefly on the fol-
demned the conduct of a county inspector, Mr. Ball, of Welland, lowing grounds
who had actually threatened the teachers in his district if they did lst. That teachers must bc "worn out" before they can receive
not support the superannuation clause, and also had informed some any aid from the fund. As one Inspector remarks: "Many of the
candidates for certificates that it was his will that they should sup- best and most devotcd teachers look forward to a time when the
port the clause. He wanted Dr. Hodgins to state what official in- work and worry of the sehool-roon wiii be over, and they hope
structions Mr. Ball was acting under, if any. Injustice was done that their withdrawai froni the profession may take place, at al
also in the matter of the petitions. Mr. McGann criticised the events, a few years bcforc they are incapacitated by infirmity, and
provision of the clause as an insult to the teachers. Dr. Hodgins, uiabie to teacl a school any longer. Lilee the merchant, the mari-
having been requested to address the Association on the subject, ner, and others, they hope for retirement whie heaith, and the
said he sympathised with them in the smallness of the grant, but capacity for enjoying retirenient, remain. Many of them wouid
when they had asked the House for an increased grant, they had rather (lie in harness than c(nfess theiseives incapable of doing
been met by the question, " What are the teachers theniselves do- a days vork. This feeling is not unknown h many of the best
ing? " They had in truth taken little or no interest in it, and until men in other professions, when they begin to grow eld."
they did so, they could not ask for increased grants. Again, some 21d. The second reasonabie ground of objection is the uncer-
did not oppose the principle, but it was at first not entertained tainty of the anoont of the pension payable for each year's service.
by the Legislature ; and it was only during the past few years they For some years the state of the fund has been such that I have oniy
had been able to establish it. He felt that they could not em- been able to apportion from one to two dollars for each ycar's ser-
body the exact principle desired by the teachers. They had been vice, but iast ycar thc amount was only two dollars a ycar; but
unable to get the amount increased until last year, and it must be this year (eut of the $12,500 which I teck the liberty to recommend
remembered that thousands of dollars could not be asked from the bcing piaced in the estinates for this service) I shah be able ta ap-
Legislature unless it could be shown that teachers were doing portion at the rate cf about four dollars for each year's service. If
their part in the matter. It was important, however, to have the teachers who beceme superannuated could onlyrely upon the
obtained a recognition of the principle that the profession was maximum fixcd by Law many ycars age (viz., six dollars fer each
entitled to a retiring allowance. Although all was not done in year's service), I think they wouid ho satisfied. It is the continuai
the matter that was desired, yet the best was donc that could be. fluctuation in the amount payable te thein which has reasonably
Dr. Hodgins proceeded to read from a letter written by Dr. Ryer- causcd much discontent.
son to the Treasurer on the subject. This letter showed great In regard te the first greund of complaint which has bcci urged,
diversity of opinion among the teachers on the subject. It ap- I weuld rcconnieuda fixed age te be dctermincd, at which any
peared that it was the fluctuation in the allowance which caused teacher who las subscribed te the fund sheuid have the right te
discontent. The rev. doctor made some recommendation with retire and receive a pension. A sliding scale cf ailowaucc might
regard to the subject. This letter was laid before the House of aise be fixed, definite in anount, and net hable, under any circuni-
Assembly, with other correspondence, and ordered to be printed. stances, te fuctuation. The basis te ho adoptcd might be that
It was dated the 27th of February, and was as foilows :-fixed in the Superannuation Act of Civil Service, as passed by the

opY.) EDUcTION OFFICE Prliament cf the Dominion.
sIn regard to the objection against compisory payment te the

Toronto, 27th Feb. , 1872. fund, I noed enly remnark that it is a principle invariabiy incor-
SIR,-I have the honour te state, in reference te the rocent con- porated intz every pension scheme which has been adopted either

versation which 1 liud with yea in regard te the Superannuation in the Civil Service i varieus cIntries, or anong i rent reli-
Clause gf the School Act, that I addressed a circmlao (aerete e- isgious bodies everywhere.
pended) on the subjcct te the varions Culty Ispecters, Iu repiy I Thereto aed a copy of the circul r sent t e cch Inspector,
te that circular, the Inspectera cf the Counties cf Essex (No. 1), uskîng fer this information. Shourd you desire it the replies re-
Lambten (No. 1), Oxford, Perth, Branta Norfolk, Handimand, ceived w y od foo-r will be o ,ur perahsal.
Haiten, North Simcoe, Nwrth Yirk, Prince Edward, Frontepfc, I have, &tc.,
Lennex, Addingten, Leeds, Caneton, Storannt and Prescott, and (Signed) E. RYERSON.
Russell, report that, se far as they know, ne petitions for or againft The Hm. Alex. Mackehzie,
the Superannuation Clause hias received rny signatures ii those Treasurer of Ontarie.
ceunties.

The Inspectera f the otiier counties report as feilows :-Knt, C y' or PeSThi CRD SENT TO INSPECTOnS t9omn FoBty,
one petition for and one against the clauseb; Huron, ee againot and
one fer the fundT; Bruce, nine eut gf every tec are in faveur if tteh
clause ; Wellington (1lst and 2nd divisions), one for and eue agai nat; " Peuse infôrm Departuient, without delay, cf the nuinher of
Waterleo, ne certain infermation; Lincoln, three againat, noue petitiyus for nd againt the Superannuation Clause; ase, what is
fer ; Welland, eight for and noue againat ; Peel, thrce uguinFt, noue the prese t stte cf feeling hong Touchers onu the subjct."
for; Ontario, seventy eut of seveuty-six teachera sigucd petitions
in faveur ef the clause; Northumberland, eue for and eue againbt Dr. aodgins aswered severai questions on point of detail con-
it; eighty teachers, or neariy ail, sigued petitiens in faveur cf the utted with the subject.
clause. It wa then moved by Mr. Alexander, and scouded by Mr. Wat-

As te the state of feeling on the subject uuiong the teachers, sou', "Tlîat this Convention approves cf the principle of a superun-
nearhy ail the Inspectera report a great diversity cf opinion on the nuation fu d for public schte touchers, " but this was subsequoently

beingdw p aced n the stimates fotis ervie) bin llbable top

subject ; others report mre pssivenes, ad the remainder, such thr o e pr uaed n t
as Waterloo, Oxford, Middlesex and Peel, stroug objection te the a vote by the public shool toechers it was lest, and the original
clause. In the case of Lambtou, Ontarie, Perth t md South Hast- motion was dechared carried.
ings, an aimest unanimeus expression of opinion lias been given in Subsequentiy a vote cf thunka te Dr. Hodgius, fer his expian-
faveur of the clause as it new stands. atien cf the superannuatien fund, wus ununisouscy pussed.

In regard te, the c fls of teachers epposed te or in faveur If the PROFESSr tROBINS' ADDRESS.-In addressing the members cf
clause, the Inspectera almest iuvarïabiy repert the fermer te ho the Association, Professr Robins, of Montreai, referred te the
"11these whe do net intend te, ceutinue long in the profession of past difficuities cf the profession in Canada, and said ho was glad
school teaching." "Young men whointendteteach oulyuntilthyte thik and hope they were fdvancing. With regard te the Pro-
can secure money sufficieut te carry thei threugh coliege, or into vinceocf Quebec, hor said lie was sorry te say thing were net in
Qmething eise "-persens " who iutend te make tcchiug a steppiag- such a good state as in Ontario, and ho ihped those in this Pro-

stone te somethiug else'"-"thosewho look moreatthe moncythan ut vince wud do what they could to heip forward their cause. H
the princip e involved- tho e wh have received incerrect or pur- then prceeded te read a paper, upon the difficulties he had met
tial information en the subject"-those "whe are opposed te compul- with as au Inspecter cf Shos in the city f Moretreal. He said
sien in every form," and those " iwho oppose the whoe acheme on no tacher coud resonuby objeet to have his caol inspected
varieus groeunds." The great mass cf the tachers, hewever, are (heur, heur); although hoi reeted some rater funny objections ho
tither passive in the matter, or, haviug been for some time in the had hard of. Tw questions ho would puy attention te on ti s


