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in landing in a small sandy hay, where they were detained live 
days, waiting for the abatement of the tempest. In the mean 
time, I,a Salle was filled with anxious forebodings as to Un
safely of his vessel.* Many months elapsed before he heard 
of its loss. It was not the only disaster, but one of a series, 
which befell this enterprising explorer. Yet his iron will was 
not subdued, nor his impetuous ardor diminished.* He con
tinued to prosecute his discoveries, under the most dishearten
ing reverses, with a self-reliance and energy that never faltered. 
He was equal to every situation, whether sharing the luxuries 
of civilized life, or the privations of the wilderness; whether 
contending with the snows of a Canadian.winter, or the burn
ing heats of 1'e.xas; whether paddling his canoe along the north
ern lakes, or seeking, by sea, for the mouth of the Mississippi. 
His eventful life embodied the elements of a grand epic poem, 
full of romantic interest and graphic incident: alternating in 
success and failure, and culminating in a tragic death.

France and America, in friendly and honorable rivalrv, are 
now seeking to do justice to his fame. The rehearsal of the 
story of the (ir/ffo/i, the building of which, through his enter
prise, was the earliest event of historical interest on the Niagara 
frontier, seems, on this bi-centennial anni\ersarv, an appro
priate tribute to his memory.

* Mciiiypin, X. I p. 144. M.ir^ry, 1 >v<mn .. v<>!. i.. p. 4;:.
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