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sitions of the Canadians, and the possibility, to say nothing of the
policy, of improving the Canadian Militia, so as to be fully equal in

discipline and instruction, to any American troops that may be
brought against them at any future opportunity."

But why need I multiply illustrations. It is apparent that but for

the steady discipline and gallant conduct of the Militia, who are now
held so cheap, the small British force which the mother country,

fighting Napoleon on the Continent, could safely spare, would have
been overpowered, and that Canada would have been lost before

Waterloo was won, as it would have been before the arrival of the
British troops in 1775, but for the gallant defence of Quebec.

But, you may say to me, all this has changed. The year 1862 pre-

sents more formidable combinations to confront than the year 1812.

The United States have grown and thriven, are populous and trained

to war, have railroads pointing to your frontiers, and a powerful navy
on their coasts.

I grant all this, but will shew you presently that there are some
elements of hope and progress at the other side. But first let me
shew you that if the forces are so miequally balanced, British States-

men and Legislators are themselves to blame. When the Indepen-
dence of th(^ United States was established in 1783, they were left

with one half of the continent and you with the other. You had
much accumulated Avealth and an overflowing population. Tiiey

were tliree millions of people, poor, in debt, with their country
ravaged and their commerce disorganized. By the slightest efl^ort of

Statesmanship you could have planted your surplus population in

your own Provinces, and, in five years, the stream of emigration
would have been flowing the right way. In twenty years the British

and Kepublican forces Avould have been equalized. But you did

nothmg, or often Avorse than nothing. From 1784 to 1841, we were
ruled by little paternal despotisms established in this country. We
could not change an ofticer, reduce a salary, or impose a duty, Avith-

out the permission of DoAvning Street. For all that dreary period of

60 years, the Republicans governed themselves and you governed us.

They had uniform duties and free trade Avith each other. Weahvays
had separate taritt's, and have them to this day. They controlled their

foreign relations—you controlled ours. They had their ministers and
consuls all over the Avorld, to open new markets, and secure commer-
cial advantages. Your ministers and consuls kncAV little of British

America, and rarely consulted its interests. Till the advent of IIus-

klsson, our commerce Avas (a-amped l)y all the vices of the old Colo-

nial system. The Kepublicans could open mines in any part of their

country. Our mines Avere locked up, until seven years ago, by a close

nioTiopoly held in this country by the creditors of the Duke of York.
HoAV few of the hundreds of thousands of Englishmen, Avho gazed
at Nova Scotia's marvellous column of coal in the EAhibition, this

summer, but Avould have bhished had they known that for half a cen-

tury the Nova Scotians could not dig a ton of their oAvn coal Avith-

out asking permission of half a dozen English capitalists in the city

of London. How few Englishmen now reflect, Avhen riding over the

rich and populous states of Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, and Arkau-


