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Sailors no doubt have many and Ilrong temp*

tations to run into extremes in condu£l. The

reftraints to which they are fubje£led on fliip-

board are removed when they reach their har-

bour ; and it is wonderful in how fhort a fpace

the impreffions of the voyage are obliterated.

As the vifions of ileep are difperfed by the light

of the morning, fo the ideas which occupied the

mind at fea are fcattered by the fight of the

fliore. Fatigue and fear are no longer felt

;

vows are forgotten with the perils which produc-

ed them ; and from the very abllinence of their

life, failors ruQi upon forbidden pleafures with

all the hunger of appetite.

In thefe intervals of fervice they heed not the^

Ilorms that are pad, nor the approaching mife-

ries of being at once friendlefs, and indigent, and

old. By an oath and a jell they baniOi ferious

thought, and take courage in diffipating the

wages which ought to fupport and cheer their

declining days. ..^.^^^^.^;^^

But in the end they fuffer feverely for their

mircondu61;. When difchargcd as no longer

capable of fervice, they have neither refource

nor afylum. Eflrunged from their friends by

the nature of their employment, and wholly un-

qualified for the ordinary labours of life, they

are forced to cafl: tbemrtlves upon the charity of
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