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4 LETTER TO THE ADDRESSERS,

was vifibly no other that a contcfl; for power,

whilft. the mafs of the nation ftood torpidly by as

the prize.

In this hopclcfs ftate of things, the Firft Part of

RIGHTS OF MAN made its appearance. It had to

combat with a ftrange mixture of prejudice and

indifference j it ftood expofed to every fpecies of

nfcwfpaper abufe; and befides this, it had to remove

the obftruftions which Mr. Burke's rude and out-

rageous attack on the French Revolution had art->

fully raifed.

But how eafily does even the mpft illiterate

reader diftinguifh the fpontaneous fenfations of

tlie heart, from the laboured produdions of the

brain. Truth, whenever it can fully appear, is

a thing fo naturally familiar to the mind, that an

acquaintance commences at firft fight. No ar-

tificial light, yet difcovered, can difplay all the

. properties of day-light j fo neither can the beft

invented ftdion fill the mind with every con-

vidbion which truth begets.

To overthrow Mr. Burke's fallacious work was

fcarcely the operation of a day. Even the pha-

knx of Placemen and Penfioners, who had given

the tone to the multitude, by clamouring forth

his political fame, became fuddenly filentj and

the final event to himfelf has been, that as he

rofc like a rocket, he fell like the ftick.

It feldom happens, that the mind refts fatisfied

with the fimple dete6lion of error or impofition.
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Once put into motion, that ipotion foon becomes

accelerated.


