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l^iito IiiUf (llciiiiatlico), tlifxt niiis so niiich fiirtlier north tlian tliis inlet,

liiiH a lai';4(' river emptying into it iVoni the norlli-wcHt. This river looks

iiioHt fiivonrablc lur jiold, ami I shoulil much like to have proHpectetl it ; hut

the Indians would not ^o, as tliey were ai'raid of the Kuclitus trilK.'s,*'but the

princiiial reason was that the canoe was small, and we were not alto;^ether

prepared to give it a fair trial. It was snowing most of the time, and

rather discouragini^.

Camped near the Klahons Imlians' villac^e : they paid mo a visit, ns a

matter of course, and I f^ave them dch a small piece of tohacco. They
seemed well pleased; but would have a look at our nuning tools, and

canoe, and blankets, and general apjiearanco. AVhen they had satisfied

themselves on these ])oints, they told my Indians I was imt a Tyie—mean-

ing a chief, a person of consequence (this was the unkindest cut of all).

My Indians told them I was a Tyee ; hut it was of no use. They said a

Tyec would have a largo canoe and jilenty of blankets, whereas there was

nothing of the kind visible ; oidy picks, pans, and an old rocker, and what

was the use of that among Indians ?

I did not feel disposed to find faidt with the ]X)or Klahous Indians for

judging from outward appearance, and, upon the whole, I got ahjng with

them ver}^ well. Wc got a few potatoes from them, so there must 1x5 some-

thing else besides rocks in Desolation Sound.

We Avent up to the head of the inlet, where the " Deserted Village " is on

the map, but there were no Indians there. It looked as much like a de-

serted village as it did when it was named by Vancouver. Alout two

miles above this the river comes in from the north-east. The sand wash-

ing out of the river has lornied a large flat at the head ot the inlet, in some

places dry at low-water. We had some difliculty in getting the canoe into

the river, which is also shallow, being fdled up with sand from the continued

wash from the mountains.

We went up the river about five miles. The Indians told me it would

take five days to go to the head of it. Judging from the way a canoe goes

up such rivers, the distance would be about sixty miles, which must be a

long distance above the Quamish, and would not be far from the Lilloett.

The Indians have gone this route to the head of Bridge River (Hoystier),

which it may prove to be the best route to try. It is very evident there is

a pass in the Coast llange hero that will make it preferable to Jervis Inlet

or Howe Sound. If a route can be got through, it will lead direct to Bridge

River.

I have seen more black sand here in half a day than I did in California in

nine years ; it looks clear and bright, as if it came from quartz.

Seeing that it was out of the question to proceed farther, we put back and

came down along shore, breaking and trying the rocks, but did not discover

any gold : lots of iron pyrites or sulphuret of iron.

Tho land on each side of the river is low, and must be overflowed in many
places in spring ; but for all that, if a trail can be found through, it will not

be diflScult to make a road along the banks of the river.

In coming down we passed through what on the map is called the Island


