
Chap. XXIX. from the Tear 1698, f(? 1712, 759

was cleaning as faft as poHiblc, chat lb they might cruile agaiuft the

Enemy, who had taken the Faukon^ a Ship of jz Guns, off" of
Cape dc Gates in her Paifagc zo Lisbon y from whence he had or-

dered Sir John Jennings to join hira with the Ships under his Com-
mand, who was off of G'/^rtf/^*r the zift ii May, with fixtcen Men 1709.

of War, Englijh And 'Dutch, and about forty Traufports, Joaden

with Corn, as alio Provifions and Stores for the Fleet in the Aledi-

terrancan, and arrived at 'Port Mahon the x8th, from whence he
guarded the Corn Ships to Barcelona, and was joined the 8rh of -^" <^>' f'«'

June by Sir George Byng, with the reft of the Englijh and 'Dutch "'" '" '^"'""^"

Men of War, and there Sir Edward IVh'ttaker arrived with his

Squadron from Italy, and above two thoufand Recruits for the Ar-
my in Catalonia.

A Council of War being called, it was determined, that fince the

King of Spain, as the Pofturc of Affairs then were, could not come
to any Rcfolution relating to the Fleet's afllifting in the Reducftion

of thofe Parts of Spain ftUl in the Pofleflion of the Enemy, to fail

to a Station ten Leagues South of Cape Thoulon, not only for in-

tercepting their Trnde, but to alarm them all that might be ; but

fince it was necelTary that a Squadron fhould be on the Coad of
Tortngal, Sir John Jennings was lent thither with one Ship of the 5/> inhn Jcn-

Second Rate, four of the Third, five of the Fourth, and three of"'"?;' '"'

the Fifth.
i'^l
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Thcy both failed together from Barcelona Road, and Sir George
Byng arrived before Thoulon the iift of June, in which Harbour '^'V <^eort;e

he law only eight Ships, which were rigged, and their Sails bent, [^^"^"^f^^"

and one large Man of War on the Careen, the reft being diiarmed, ion.

which confirmed the Accounts he had before, that they did not in-

tend to come to Sea with a Fleet, but only to guard their Trauf-

ports for Corn with fraall Squadrons ; fo that alter cruifing there

ibme time longer, he returned to Barcelona Road, where he found iie returns to

moft of the Ships arrived from the Services whereon he had lent '^''"'^'"n*-

them, and the 'Dunkirk and Centurion were come from the Coaft

of Barbary, being obliged to leave twelve Prizes, loaden with Corn,

which the former and thc'Defiance had taken, m Torto Farina, for

want of Men to fail rhem.

Upon his Arrival at Barcelona, he found the Court of Spain, at

the Inftancc of Cardinal Grimani, very defirous to have the Reduc-

tion of Sicily attempted, and was informed oy General Stanhope, somcThou^hti

that it was Htr Majefty's Plealure part of the Fleet Ihould afllft in
"^."i''^'"^,

the Defign upon Cadiz ; but the 'Dutch Ships having been fepa- ,ackL'g'cA-''

rated in bad We.uher, and ours being too few to anfwer thefe, and dn

many other Services the Court propofed, he fuipended for fome time

the coming to any Relblution, being every Day in Expedation of

the Ships of the States- General ; but at length he formed a Dilpo-

fition of Her Majefty's Ships, and appointed Sir Edward JVhitaker

for the Service of Sicily, while he himfelf defigned to proceed on
the other with General Stanhope.

The z6th of July the Court of Spain having notice of the Ene-

my's penetrating into the Arnpourdan., with Intention, as was ap-

prehendedf


