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184 LAKE OF TIBERIAS.

treasures. But they fish only by casting nets from the

shore ; and not a single boat of any description was to

be seen on the lake.

The Lake of Tiberias, also called the Lake of

Genne.iareth, and the Sea of Galilee, is a most interest-

ing feature of this neighborhood, connected as it is with
our Lord's sublime rebuking of the wind and the raging
waters, as related in Luke viii. 23, 24. Josephus informs

us that this lake, through which the stream of the Jor-

dan passes, is betv/een seventeen and eighteen miles

long, and from five to six miles broad. The observa-

tions of Dr. Robinson and other recent travellers show
that the measures given by the learned Jew are not
greatly wide of the truth. The Lake of Tiberias is about
fourteen English miles in length, and about seven miles

across in its widest part. Its waters cover an area of

about seventy-six square miles. The water of this lake

—unlike that of the Dead Sea—is perfectly sweet and
pure, and refreshing to the taste. It abounds in fish,

and is the resort of great numbers of the feathered tribe.

The hills rise in general steeply from its shores upon
either side, and attain to the eastward a height of a

thousand feet above its waters.

Shipless and even boatless as this lake now is, we
learn from Josephus that during the obstinate and san-

guinary wars between the Romans and the Jews, consid-

erable fleets of war-ships floated upon its waters, and
very sanguinary battles took place there. One engagCT
ment, especially, mentioned by Josephus, when the Jews
had revolted, under Agrippa, was most sanguinary,

Titus and Trajan being present, as well as Vespasian,

who commanded the Roman forces. The terrible de-

feat by the Romans under Titus, of the revolted Jews at

Taricheae had caused vast multitudes of the fugitives to

seek safety in the shipping on Lake Tiberias ; but the in-

defatigable Romans speedily built and equipped numer-
ous vessels still larger than those of the Jews, and the

latter were totally defeated ; and, according to Josephus,

both the lake and its shores were covered with blood


