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there was no God at all, the conscience again awakes.
Sacrifices and ceremonies become detested as idolatry,
and religion becomes conviction of sin, a fiery determina-
tion to fight with the whole soul against appetite, vanity,
self-seeking, and every mean propensity which the most
sensitive alarm can detect. The battle unhappily is at-
tended with many vicissitudes. The victory, though
practically it may be won, is never wholly won. The
struggle brings with it every variety of emotion, alterna-
tions of humility and confidence, despondency and hope.
The essence of it is always the same—the cffort of the
higher nature to overcome the lower. The form of it
varies from period to period, according to the conditions
of the time, the temperament of different people, the
conception of the character of the Supreme Power, which
the state of knowledge enables men to form. It will be
found even when the puzzled intellect can see no light in
Heaven at all, in the stern and silent fulfilment of moral
duty. It will appear as enthusiasm; it will appear as
asceticism ; it will appear wherever there is courage to sac-
rifice personal enjoyment for a cause believed to be holy.
We must all live. We must all, a we suppose, in one
shape or other, give account for our actions; and accounts
of the conflict are most individually interesting when it
is an open wrestle with the enemy; as we find in the
penances and austerities of the Catholic saints, or when
the difficulties of belief are confessed and detailed, as in
David’s Psalms, or in the Epistles of St. Paul. St. Paul,
_ like the rest of mankind, found a law in his members
warring against the law which was in his heart. ~The
problem presented to him was how one was to be brought
into subjection to the other, and the solution was by ‘“‘\the
putting on of Christ.” 8t. Paul's mind was gharged with
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