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of no intruRion. She arKUod'therofore : I|

will try Mrs. Gi«yl>ird
; if sho refiiHCH mo I

|

iiiu Htroiigcr than hIio and I tan take forcible
j

|)OHiieHHiun, and acted nocordingly. Wo can
well iiniiKino how the poor little greybird

|

would pn/.zlo her luuul to a<( onnt for the ;

• tiormouH size of her young one, and wonder
|

more at IiIk apparently enorniouH appetite, i

and then attain she rauxt have tried variouH i

kiiuU of food before alio hit upon the right I

one.

THK CAT.

WnR it iiistinct that prompted the cat to

call in the aRHiRtnnce of her older kitten in

file I aHc related to mo by ProfesHor OHler ?

The cat belonged to a member of his family,

and he w«h '.vitncMB to the extraordinary evi-

dence of reaHoning. She had three little

kitteuH about a week old, when Hht^ diuap-

peared, and was gone for two daye—evident-

ly had been nhut up somewhere. When 8he
nturned thu mammary glandK and nipples

were nwolltn hard, and the little kittens

tried in vain to extract their nouriMliment

from them. In the houne was a half-grown

kitUMi of a (V)nner littt^r, and the mother was
seen to coax and i)erKUade it to suckle, which
it did to the mother's intiuite relief, and the

Kwellintt and hardness thus removed, she re-

turned to the starving little family once
more, and again dismissed the older kitten.

Was it instinct, I ask, that led to the train

of thought which determined the cat

on the action ? Was it not the re-

flection—the thinking back and the

sefiueme of the argument—that led her

to do that whi. Ii was not instinctive, wbiih
was not the effect of generations of instinc-

tive action, but which was simply a very

wise suggestion arising from intelligent

( onsideraiion.

TUK l)0(J.

Evidences of reasoning powers in dogs are

so constantly occurring in our own experi-

i^nce, and so frequently related by others

that I need scarcely wait to illustrate them
in dogs. You need not go further than the
<'ollege hospital, where the little terrier dog
" Major" frequently gives evidence of rea-

soning powers whicli cannot he doubted. v\s

some ot you are aware, whenever a horse

happen.s to get loose in the night this dog
will not only drive him back and keep him
in his stall, but will keep up an
incessant barking under the grooms'
rooms until he is obliged to get

nj) and secure the horse. And this

onco done ho retires quietly, satisfied that

all is right I On one occaHion, (ividently

without his knowledge, owing to the stable

being fnll,a horse had been tied and bedilod

down in the passage way of the stable,

shortly after it was closed up. This
irregularity was discovered by " Major," and
he at once summoned the groom, who had
to show the doj{ thdt the horse was tied

and tell him that it was all right ; and be-
ing thus satisfied he retired to rest and made
no further alarm that night. What instinct

could produce such trains of thought
as are hero illustrated ? Does this

dog not know by his intelligent fa-

culties, in other words is he not ctmscious
that a horse occupying a stall should be tied;

that he should at least not be free to roam
around the stable? We find that betakes
no notice of a horse untied when in a loose
box; he is evidently conscious of the differ-

ence between a stall and a loost; box. He
has learned from ir>bservation, a chain of
reasoning in fact, that the groom is the
l)erson whose duty it is to tie up Ihc loose
horse. Hence he calls him, and
seeing the halter reailjusted and
securely tied, he argues that every-
thing is all right and he can go to sleep.

TUK cow.

In the domestic condition the bovine
species are not permitted that degree of free-

dom which usually calls forth the evidences
of reasoning powers which in the wild or
semi-wild condition they constantly (jxliibit.

Take, tor insUiUce. a cow with a young calf

on the trail fwm Montana to Alberta whicli

was discovered one morning, as the herd
was being started, with a broken leg. The
mother, with that strong maternal attach-
ment which these cattle usually possess,

could not be induced to leave it. Yet, wild
and undomesticated as she was. she remain-
ed behind the herd, a restlesH and anxious
sinectntor of our manipulations in the act of
applying splints and 1,'indages lemp()rized
on the prairie, to the fiacturcMl uictjicarpal

bones of her calf. After being lKiii(la;;c<l it

was allowed to sui kic, and be caressed by the
mother, who ofVered less rt:sistan( o

when it was again caught and lilted

into the calf-waggon, in which were others
tcH) young to travel with thi-ir mothers.
After seeing ii thus satisfactorily cared for,

she willingly allowed herself to be driven
forwar<l to the herd and compcjrti'd herself

as if freed froiii all aiixiety for her young
one, till the noon halt was made, when she

at once came bellowing back to the waggon,


