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is given to rescarcli as well as to jjiihlicalion. Hero, we may be content in the first instance with the

latter alone ; but if tlie Society shall at tirst be sustained by the (lovernnient, it may be hoped diat,

as in older countries, i)ri\ate benefactions and be(|uesls w'U How in to it, so that evenuially it may
be able not merely to afford means of i)ul)lication but to extend substantial aid to young and
struggling men of science who are following out, under difficulties, important investigations.

In return for aid given to this Society, the Ciovernment may also have the benefu of its aihice

as a body of experts in any case of need, '['lie most insignificant natural agencies sometimes attain

to national importance. A locust, a midge, or a parasitic fungus, may suddenly reduce to naught

the calculations of a fmance-minister. The great natural resources of the land and of the sea are

alike under the control of laws known to science. We are occasionally called on to take our part in

the observation of astronomical or atmos[)heric phenomena of world-wide interest. In such cases it

is the practice of all civilized governments to have recourse to si:ientitic advice, and in a Society like

this our Government can command a b(xly of men free from the distracting inlluence of private and
local interests and able to warn against the schemes of charlatans and pretenders.

Another object which we should have in view is that of concentrating the benefits of die several

local societies scattered through the Dominion. Some of these are of long standing and have done
much original work. The Literary and Historical Society of (Quebec is, I believe, the oklesi of these

bodies, and its Transactions include not merely literature and history but nnich that is of great \alue

in natural s< lence, while it has been more successful than any of our other societies in the accumula-

tion of a library. The Natural History Society of Montreal, of which I have had the honour to be a

member for 27 years, is now in its 53rd year. It has [)ublished seventeen volumes of I'rcceediiigs,

including probal)ly a larger mass of original information respecting the natural history of Canada than

is to be found in any other publication. It has accumulated a valuable museum, and has done much
to popularize si ience. It has twici; induced the American Association for the Advancement of Science

to hold its meetings in Canada, aiul was the lirst bod)' to i)ropose the establishment of a (leologii'al

Survey. The Canadian Institute of Toronto, occup)iiig the liekl of liteniture as well as science,

though a )-ounger has been a more vigorous society ; and its Transactions are opially \<)himinous and
valuable. The Natural History Societ)' of St. John, New lirunswick, though it has not published so

much, has carried out some very important researches in local geology, which are known and valued

throughout the world. The Nova Scotian Institute of Natural Science is a flourishing body and pub-

lishes valuable Transactions. The Institiit t!ai\ulien of (Quebec, and the Ottawa Natural History

Society, are also lloiirishing and usetlil institutions. The new Natural Histor}- Society of Manitoba
has entered on a \igorous and hopeful career. There are also in the 1 )oininion some societies of

great value cultivating more restricted fields than those above referred to, and of a character rather

special than local. As examples of these I may mention the Kntomological Society of Canada, the

Historical Society and the Numismatic Society of Montreal.

Did I suppose that this Society would interfere with the jirosperity of su(!h local bodies, I should

be slow to favour its establishment. ' believe, however, that the contrary effect will be produced.

They are sustained by the subscriptions and donations of lo( al members aiul of the provincial

legislatures, while this Societ)' must deiiend on the Dominion Parliament, from which they draw no
aid. They will find abundant scope for their more fre<iuent meetings in the contributions of local

labourers, while this will collect and com])are these and ])ublish such portions as may be of wider

interest. This Society will also furnish means of publication of memoirs too bulky and expensive to

ai)pear in local Transactions. There should however be a closer association thaii this. It is probable

that nearly all of the local societies are already represented among our members by gentlemen who
can inform us as to their work and wishes. We should therefore be prepared at once to offer terms

of friendly union. P'or this purpose it would be well to give to each of them an associate meml)ership

for its president and one or two of its officers, nominated by itself and approved by our council. Sucli

representatives would be required to rejjort to us for our Transactions the authors and subjects of

all their original papers, and would be empowered to transmit to us for publication such papers as

might seem deserving of this, and to make suggestions as to any subjects oi' research which might be

develo|)ed by local investigation. The details of such association may, I think, readily be arranged,

and on terms mutually advantageous, and conducive to the attainment of the objects we all have in

view.

It would be a mistake to suppose that this Society should inchiuc all our literary and scientific

men, or even all those of some local standing. It nnist consist of selected and representative men
who have themselves done original work of at least Canadian celebrity, lieyond this it v.-ould have
no resting ]3lace short of that of a great popular assemblage whose members should be characterised

rather by mere receptivity than by jiroductiveness. In this sense it must be exclusive in its member-


