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toiian must acknowlcd^je Sebastian Cabot to hj^'e ahown himself,

on that occasion at least, both an impostor and a trp tor.

Not so, however, with a certain Italian commcntat jr, who declares

this course and repeated acts of the same kind on the part of Cabot

to have been perfectly lej^Mtimate and admirable. As to Dr. Daw-

son, having in mind either the present instance of treachery, or one

precisely like it attempted by Cabot against England when in the

employ of Edward VI., he meekly observes that " it must be re-

membered how common it was in those days for sailors to pass from

the service of one prince into that of another, and necessarily some

negotiations must have preceded every such transfer " (monograph

of 1897, p. 185). The less said about this explanation the

better.
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In connection with Cabot's quatercentenary, the Marquis of

Dufferin and Ava delivered a patriotic address in Bristol' and wrote

an elaborate article for a New York magazine.^ They are such as

to prompt the supposition that, being absorbed by official duties, his

Lordship, who is a distinguished man of letters, not having time to

make the required searches himself, may have entrusted to .some

one else the task of preparing the material for his eloquent Cabotian

disquisitions. At all events, the monograph contains a number of

historical novelties and, to siy the least, questionable averments.

Let us cite a few :

" Cabot successfully negotiated for King Henry an agreement

with the King of Denmark in reference to matters affecting the

English trade in Ireland."

This statement occurs for the first time in Anspach's History of

Neivfoundland, written so recently aL l8ig (p. 25), and is supported

by no authority whatever. Further, there are no traces of anything

of the kind in a single known document, printed or manuscript,

whether in England or in Denmark or in the Hansereccssc, which

should contain information on the subject if the statement was true.

" Sebastian Cabot was born in Bristol."

He said so to Eden, in his old age, in England ; but it is one

of the many falsehoods uttered by him whenever it was to his in-

terest. To be a grantee of letters patent under the Tudors, as well

as now, it was necessary to be of full age ; that is, 2 1 years old.

As Sebastian figures as grantee in the letters patent of March 5,

1496, conjointly with his father and brothers as second son, he was

^London Times, June 27, 1897.

* Scribner'i Magazine, July, 1897, pp. 7^-75.


