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[Translation.)]

Sir Robert Borden and the province cf
Quebec.

The Gazette annouaced racently that Sir Rab-
ert Bordea desired ta give Our proviace its just
share of represeatation la lis cabinet, but that
lie was prevented fromn dolag so because of thÏe
fact that the Frencli-Canadians lad at the elec-
tion of 1917 rejected ail lis candidates. Ia the
sane way Senator L'Espérance bad during the
last session stated la the Upper House that If
the Frendli-Canadians were witliaut represen-
tation in the aîinistry the fault lay at the door
of their chiefs, wbo had been invited to jola
it.

We must not allow sucli a story ta propagate
itself. for Its sole purpose is ta, exonerate froni
aIl blame in that coanection Sir Robert Borden,
whora we regard as personally and solely re-
sponsible for the isolation af the province of
Quebec. It was hae who desired ta brlng about
that Isolation, and lie systeaiatiéally pursuad 1h.

At the elections of 1911 Sir Robert Bordea
found himsîf powerless ta obtain a majorlty,
unless lie succeeded la dividiag tlie province of
Quebac. It was this wblch lie succeeded in do-
ing tlirough bis alliance with Mr. Bourassa and
the support of the pseudo-nationallsts.

la 1917 Sir Robert Borden lîad no hope of
successfully repeating bis double gaine. It was
clear that our province was goiag to drive out
the Nationalist Conservatives, who had odious-
ly deceived 1h.

The chief of the Coaservative party could no
longer count on the samne support in the other
provinces, for lits minîstry had suffered ln pub-
lic opinion tlirough the outbreak of aumerous
scandais, whlcli lad led ta the resîgnation of
b-ir Sam Hughes and of Robert Rogers. The
West also formed a. solid block againat hlm,
who had sacriflced their interests on the ques-
tion of reciprocity.

Sir Robert Bordea returasd from Europe ia
May, 1917. fiiled with sombre presentimients. He
knew that the Opposition would not agree to a
second prolongation of the if a of the present
Parliament. and hae reallzed tlîat bis days were
nurmbered. He had not tîlI thea thouglit of unit-
lng ail the forces of the country for the more
effective carrying on of thie war. He had
governed by and for his party îvhich thought
firat of tts ovii fortune, and after that of the
war. That state of nîind shîowed itself clearly
wheaii i 1915 a Toronto aevspaper suggested
the formation of a union governmîint. Tlîe Idea
was received with a burst of derisive laugliter
by aIl the Tory press. That ivas tlîe fraîîîe of
mind af the party and af lis chief uîî to the mo-
ment whea powver seemed ta be slipping froni
their bauds. aftci three years of war.

WVhat ivas the nilitary situation at that
tirne? Canada liad already equiîîped anîd sent
ta the front 400.000 soldiers. Tue Unîited States
liad juat entered the lists. anîc opeaed ta the
allies their iniense reservoir af aiea. Their
riches xvere enorniaus. anîd hatt increased by
gigaatic strides during tlîe ivar. Tlîey lind ai-
ready 100,000 nmen under arnis, and tiîey coulti
caîl up otiiers more quicl<ly thian was possible
for us. and as înany of tin as tliey îvished.
To make an effort equal la propor'tion ta ours.
the Americans ivoulci have ta raise an army of
5,,000,000. We '«ara ta ha hencefortlî allies.
There '«as noc lonîger any frontier lina between
theni an'

1
l us. Ouir cause ivas a coiimoî one.

1h '«as thie s:îie transports-for the niost part

Eîîglish-wliich would carry over the Amierican
as weli as our Own Canadian soldiers.

Canada, which had neyer up to that time had
recourse to compulsory service. bad less reason
than ever to resort to sucli a system.

These were the conditions existing at the mo-
ment of Sir Robert Borden's return to the coun-
try. The election was imminent. What new
tactics was lie going to employ to maintain hlm-
self ln power? He told us tliat lie desired to
creatc a union government ln the country, that
limiglit assist the allies to wln the war: but,
before asking Sir Wilfrid Laurier to Join hlm,
hie entered the House and announced that lie
was.golng to lay before It a Bill for conscrip-
tion, to secure the enroinient of 100,000 new re-
cruits. It was atter that that lie knocked at
the door of the chief of the Opposition, Sir Rob-
art Borden knew perfactly well that the pre-
limlnary condition whichlihe had just proposed
would inevitably evoke f rom Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier a negative aaswer. for lie knew his opin-
Ion. which liad been exprassed publicly la the
Commons, and whicli reflected public sentiment
in the province of Quebac, which was unanimous
In Its opposition to conscription. The manoeuvre
was lntended to place lis adversaries on one of
the two liorns of a dilemma. Either Sir Wil-
frld Laurier would consent te, enter the Cab-
inet,' something bey ond tlie range of possibiltty.
and Sir Robert Borden Nvould be assured of an
easy return ta office. Or Sir WVilfrid would re-
fuse the offer. and Sir Robert wouid make an
appeal to the English provinces against our
province, and unchain against bier aIl the pas-
sions of race and religion. and. in case of need,
there was ta be a so-cailed War-time Elections
Act. whlch would create for hlm an assured
majority.

Sucli was the programme whicli Sir Robert
Borden brouglit back from, Europe, after liav-
lng for a long time deliberated upon the chances
whicb this combination offered him. He was
aware, as we have said. that Quebec was unani-
mously hostile ta conscription. His alliance
with Mr. Bourassa la 1911 was founded on the
knowledge that lie had acquired la Drummond
and Artliabaska Iliat the Frencli-Canadians were
radically and unalterably opposed ta every forrn
of militarism wlîich would attacli them ta the
imperial war chariot. When lie formulated bis
hope of the sacred union in tlie couatry and in-
vited Sir Wilfrid Laurier ta take lis place by
his side. that they miglit give thetr untted sup-
port ta the Conscription Bill, his ciupliity was
clearly revealed. If hie hiad heen in gond
faith. and if lie liad desired that the mninds and
energies af the entire country should be de-
voted ta the victorious puraùit of the war, lie
would not have begun with a declaration of
policy whlîi liad exactly the coatrary effect.
In that case isý first thought ivould have been
ta invite Sir Wilfrid Laurier to study with hlm
the mensures ta be takea and the programme ta
be adopted for tlîe creation of thiat union ta the
country and ia the Government. In first deciar-
ing for conscription, Sir Robert said clearly. la
so many wvords, that lie did not wish ta share
power with Sir Wilfrid Laurier. wliose prestige
would have too easity eclipsed lis owa.

To avoid sharing power witl another, Str Rob-
ert did not liesitate ta place the two races la
violent antagonismi. ta create tlîe false imnpres-
sion tliat Canada was not unanimousiy ta favour
of the Allies. and ta have his faithful lienclimen
caver the province of Quebec îvith ignominy and
insuit. He fooled lier ini 1911, under the guise
of nationalismi. Il.. openly flouted hier ia 1917:


