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enee has been made to these ; but views of that question from the view taken
speaking for myself, I say that nothing by the hon. leader of the opposition in this
impressed me more favourably than the House. He speak, about a zollverein and
speeches made by the Premier in France. says :
He was there anongst people who spoke his This is a iatter upon which at the present time,
native language, people of his own or gin, rather than suggest any proposals of ny own, i desire

and there was a natural temptation to say to hear the views of the gentlemen present.
the thing which would please those people; According to the hon. gentlemnan from
but on every occasion when the Premier Calgary, the Colonial Secretary had views
made an important speech in France he took of a very pronounced character, but he is
care to inforn his hearers that he and his represented liere as being desirous of hear-
countrymen here in Canada were loyal to ing the views of the colonial penmiers.
England, that they adnired the British Ho .\ ever, that is not the paragraph to which
system and had no desire whatever to change I desire more particularly to direct the
their allegiance, and it seeins to me tlat attention of hon. gentlemen. The proposal
for that lie certainly deserves our thanks. which I desire to cail attention to is this
The hon. leader of the opposi ion in discuss- he is speaking now of the denunciation of
ing His Excellency's speech set very little of the treaties with Germany and Belgium,
store upon the preferential feature of the and he goes on to say
tariff. I think it is a inatter of very serious It should be borne in iind that that is, for us, a
consequence. Wlien it was being discussed i'ost inportant question. Oui trade with (ermîanyand Belgmm is larger than our trade with ail the
last year the hon. geitleman took the same colonies comined. It is possible that if we denounce

ground, but the resuits have shown that ny those treaties, Gernany and Belgitun would endea-
lion. friend was imistakîn. Facts, ns they '"r 1 do not say whether they vould succeed, but

thev niaght ende tvour to retal.ate, and for soime time
sav, are stubbornî things, and the fact s are at any rate. our commercial relations with these two
al against the lion. «entleman. The fact is, coulnries inighît be disturbed. Therefore, a step of

at) w e te that kmud is one that c-ain onlv be taken after thethat -while tc party of which the hon gen- fuile-st consideration, and im deference to very strong
tiemnan was for soime timne leader, and which opinion, boith in this country and in the colonies.
he now leads in this House, hiad been ex- Now this is the point to which I wish
pressing foi- years tleir great anxiety to particularly to attract attention
seeuî-e the denunciation of the Gerinan and Now the question is brought to a practical issue,
Belgian treaties tliey had so managed or inay be brought to a pîractical issue, by the recent
things, had so loaded their propositions with action; of Canada.
conditions, that they made no progress It is not the action of the former Conser-
whatever in the desired direction ; and this vative Government of Canada, nor of the
preferential clause in the tariff of 1897, Colonial Conference, nor anything of that
snall as the hon. gentleman tries to represent kind, but the recent action of Canada.
it as being, has succeeded'in bringing about

Asall are aware, Canada hias, offered preferential
that which the conservative leaders 1had been terns to the iother countrv, and Germîany and Bel-
professing their anxiety to bring about for giuiim have innediately proitested and clained similar
so mîany years. It secured in a ver short tenis under the treaty. Her Majesty's Government

de-sire to know froi the coloies whether, so far as
tiie the denunciation of the German and they are con-erned, if it be found that the arrange-
Belgian treaties. Perlhaps some hon. gentle- ments proposed by Canada are inconsistent with the
men ma sa that I have no authority for conditions of those treaties, they desire, that those

Ss atreaties shall be denounced. If that be the unaniinous
the statement which I make, but I have the wish of the -olones, after considering the effect of
very best authority which I shall with the that denunciation upon them as wll as upon us, le-

. cause thev also are concerned im the arrangeinentÀ,
indulgence of the House, quote. I have in which are made hy thiese treaties, then ail I can say
mv hand an English blue book, the " Pro- at the present tim~e is that Her Majesty's Govern-
ceedings of a conference between the Secre- lient will mnost eariestly -onsider such a recoin-

miendation fromî the colonies, and will give to it the
tary of State for the colonies and the pre- favourable regard which such a ilt-mneorial deserves.
miers of the self-governing colonies at the And then he goes on to deal with what
colonial office, London," in June and July, and thene g n td e t
1897. I find that Mr. Chamberlain, the Canada has done and adds:
Secretary of State for the Colonies, deals But of course the whole difficulty--
with this niatter of the commercial relations That is the difficulty with respect to other
between England and the colonies. It will countries which have favoured-nation clauses
be seen that he takes an entirely different in their treaties with Great Britain.


