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If there are very few countries in the world Canada is among
those few. For that reason I would like to think that we will
continue in that area.

In a document, ““Agenda for Peace’’, the Secretary General
laid out the issues and proposed possible solutions.

[Translation]

The Secretary General’s ““Agenda for Peace’” draws a picture
and proposes ways to intervene: preventive diplomacy, peace-
making, peacekeeping, the establishment of conditions favour-
able to a durable peace.

[English]

In the document, ““Agenda for Peace”, put forward by the
Secretary General of the United Nations, there was also some
discussion about a standby force that the United Nations could
put together. In this same document, it is not held as being one of
the solutions that they would like to contemplate.

After the experience in Bosnia, I would think that maybe we
would want to revise that position. My party believes that, if
anything, we would want to think very carefully about our
experience there and whether or not the United Nations, as it
contemplates its 50th anniversary, would want to revisit this
matter and consider it very seriously.

We also know from our experiences that what we will need is a
very strong commitment to multilateralism. The experience of
other countries in Somalia, for example, seems to indicate that
there is some way to go. I am thinking in particular of our
American friends who have had some difficulty in making and
adapting to this new context of multilateralism—and we know
that from our experiences in the gulf war—that is a reflection of
what has happened over the last few years with the decline of the
superpowers and the change in the structure around the world.
That challenge is also very relevant to peacekeeping.

We believe the United Nations should contemplate the re-
forms that are going to be important in this area. In fact there are
about eight reforms. Let me first stress that these reforms
happen around the UN as a cardinal instrument in this new world
order that we hear so much about.

[Translation]

We must rationalize UN operations and rethink its role in
promoting peace and security.

Our party thinks that the United Nations must implement a
number of changes. First, create a permanent strategic head-
quarters to enhance the management, planning and operational
capacity of the UN. Second, improve its preventive diplomacy
capacity and undertake an independent policy analysis of vola-
tile situations. Third, obtain from the member states formal
commitments to put at the disposal of the UN troops ready to

intervene if necessary, just like Canada does. Fourth, set up a
training program aimed at high-level officers who will be
commanding the troops in complex, difficult and dangerous
situations. Fifth, introduce a code of conduct and common
method of operation for all soldiers serving under the UN flag.
Sixth, rationalize UN institutions wherever possible to stream-
line them and make them more efficient, more concentrated,
more responsible and more attuned to needs. Seventh, secure a
commitment from member states to pay the full amount owing
to the UN on time. And eighth, enforce more stringently the
provisions of the Nuclear Non—Proliferation Treaty and impose
harsher sanctions on violators.

Mr. Speaker, I see you signalling to me that my 10 minutes are
up. Very quickly, in conclusion there was a second point I
wanted to comment on, namely whether Canada was paying its
share. Very briefly, I would just like to make the following
comment.

[English]

On the old issue of fair share, it is worth reflecting just a
second in relation to our contribution to NATO where tradition-
ally we have not been the highest contributor. However, if we
weigh that against our contribution to peacekeeping, Canadians
may find a perspective, as is the case on the world scene with
other countries, a pretty fair contribution by Canada to this
effort.

On the issue of affording it, we have to be very creative in how
we deal with this and be mindful of it. The 10 per cent share may
be something we would want to reflect on, but I would certainly
encourage the government, the minister and this Parliament to
support our efforts there.

I have no simple answers on whether we should continue or
not, but our party is inclined to continue our support as long as
the international community is also living up to its commitment.
We could then set reasonable objectives to be met in regard to
what our contribution is, when and how we should be there and
when we should be pulling out.
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[Translation]

Mr. Joseph Volpe (Eglinton—Lawrence): Mr. Speaker, I
know that it is very difficult to see members in this corner. There
is not much light here.

I would like to congratulate you on your new position. I know
that you have served this House and the Canadian people well,
both on this side and on the other side. I am sure that under the
present circumstances, you will continue doing the work for
which you have already shown a great ability. An ability that
also includes the value of peacekeeping.




