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a fine in the opinion of the magistrate would
meet the ends of justice. It would also pay
dividends to the Canadian people as a whole
by reducing the numbers of those in
Canadian jails, which numbers are as high
as if not higher than those of any nation
among the free nations.

You and I must consider that every year
100,000 Canadians go to jail, a considerable
percentage because of their inability to pay
a fine. We must realize that something should
be done to remove from Canada’s name a
record which is unenviable and which is
certainly not justified on the basis of modern
criminology. It is not as though I were
bringing to this house something that has
not been tried. I bring to this house an
amendment which has behind it more than
40 years’ experience of trial experiment in
Great Britain. It has been found to be
successful; it has brought about an amelora-
ion of conditions in Great Britain in a
penological way. It has reduced the number
of Englishmen, Scotsmen and Irishmen who
find themselves at some time or another in
jail. It has done something more; it has
reduced the numbers in penal institutions
of those who later in life under our system,
because they have had a previous jail
sentence, are often denied that consideration
to which they should be entitled on the
commission of a latter offence.

I commend this amendment to the attention
of the house, not only in the interests of
the individual who is unable to pay a fine
but also in the wider sense of its contribution
to better Canadian citizenship and its con-
tribution toward the raising of our peno-
logical standards and the emptying of our
jails of many who should not be there.

The house divided on the motion (Mr.
Diefenbaker) which was negatived on the
following division:
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Mr. Speaker: I declare the motion lost.



