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manager of the Bras d'Or Goal company,
Limi-ted, in respect ta the rates on the trans-
portation of coal from Sydney ta Mont-
reai. The letter is d-ated July 28, 1917, and
reads.
Dear Mr. MeCKenzie:

In répIy to, your favour of July 2ard, the
rates from Sydney, North Sydney, Sydney
Mines and Little Bras d'Or have been In-
creased to Levis and Carrier Junction frais
$2.35 a net ton to $3.75. These are the points
that we are particularly lnterested In, but there
has been a general Inorease In the rates of
about prpportionate ta these Increases from
North Sydney to ail points west of Mont Joli.
Under Government supervision In the United
,States, the raiiways have been permitted to
Increase the rate by 15 cents a gross ton, and,
you can see that the Canadian Government
rate has been Increased by $1.40 a net ton.

Thanking you for your Interest In this mat-
ter, 1 rernain

Yours very truly,
Geo. B. Burcheil.

The people in that part of the caun.try are
very much concernýed about t.his large in-
crease in the rates. 1 hope that the min-
ister will be alble ta go back ta the oid rate.

Mr. OOCRNE: It is well known that
the aid coal rate was exceedingly low; it
was put inta effeot wlien aur traffic was
largely ta the east, enabiing us ta bring
back our cars 1,oaded. But the situation
lias changed; practically ail aur iaading
is naw west, and if we did very mucli coal
business it would be necessaxy for us ta
bring down empty cars for it. The rate
that my hion. friend lias mentioned ie les
t'han one haîf cent per tarn per mile,
which ie as low a rate as obtains in the
United States. It is one thausand miles
from Sydney ta, Montreai -and osie-haîf cent
per tan wauid bring the rate up ta a good
deai more than the rate my hon. friend
-mentioned. It is aniy in proportion that
we have raised the rate to Quebec oity and
other places in Quebea province. Raving
regard ta the tbrernendous increase we have
liad te make in the pay of au-r men, and to
the increased amount we are paying the
ceai producers for coal, certainly we are
juatifled in increasing ouýr rates.

PROPOSED NEW PENSIONS ACT.
,On the OTders of the Day :
Mr. E. M. MACDONALD (Picton): When

does tihe Finance Minister purpa-se going on
with the new Pensions Act? Many cases
-have came under the observation of hion.
membe.s hn respect ta which 'amendments
ought ta be made.

Sir TROMAS WHITE.- The anatter ;s
very important aid, as my lien. f riend
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knows, somewhat cemplicated. It lias re-
ceived a good deal of attentian. I ara not
in a position te make a definite etatement
to-day. but I shall de so later.

THE CAlNI.DIAN ]RAILWAY SITUATION.
PIRST REAÀDING OP BILL RESPECTING

THE CANADIAN NORTHERN RILWAY.
Sir THOMAS WHITE (Minister cf Fin-

ance) moved the second reading of a cer-
tain proposed resolution in respect ta the
acquisition by Ris Majesty af certain shares
and capital stock of the (Janadian Northern
Raiiway company not now held by thie
Minister cf Finance hn trust for Ris
Majesty.

Motion, agreed ta, and resolutian read
the second time.

Sir THOMAS WRITE thereupon moved
ta, introduce Bill Na. 125, praviding for the
acquisition by Ris Majesty cf the capital
stock of the Canadian Northern Railway
Comnpany.

Motion agreed ta, -and Bill read tihe firet
time.

,CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT.

NUMBER 0P JURORS IN PANEL.

Rau. G. J. DOHERTY <Minister of Jus-
tice) moved the -second reading of Bill No.
97, ta amend the CJriminal Gode respccting
jurors.

Hon. WILILIAM PUGSLEY (St. John
City): I arn surprised that in rnoving the
second Seading cf a Bill prapos-ing such a
drastia change in the administration cf the
criminal law, the Minioter cf Justice hau
not seen fit te give te, the Hanse a full ex-
planation, riait merely cf the provisions cf
the Bill, but cf the remsous for itis intro-
duction. It 1.9 trtqe thait on the first reading
he stated the objeot cf the Bill. But lie
oughit ta go rnueh further than that; lie
ought ta show ta the House the resens
why thia Bin eýhould Ibe passed. .

I have had niuch te do wiVh tihe -adminis-
tration cf criminal law in y own province
during -a period of tihirty-~five years, and I
have neyer heard the slight-eat expression
of dissatisf action with the la-w as it existe.
Lt is absolutely àasential for the proper,
efficienit and satisfactory administration cf
the criminal law that it shtiuld be conitinued
on the statute book as it is to-day. If thia
amendinent is adop.ted and the law is
changed in the mariner proposed by My
han. friend, hn many cases the adminitrW.
tien of justilpe will Ïbe psraiysed.


