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“Cot, Anvor, M.P,,
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* Drak Siko—T see by Heuserd of 20th July that, dur-
ing the debate on, Mr. Davin’s motion asking for an
enquiry into Commissivuer Herchmer's eonducet. you read
from a letter published in L' Etendard. and translated in-
to the Macleod Gazette, in which it was stated that Cols
Herchmer said to Inspector Starnes that all Freuchmen
were b——ds, song of b—s, aud sonz of w—s. 1 also
see that Sir John Thompson remarked that * of course no
officer could remain in the service of the Government an
hour whuo has used such language as the hon. member has
resud from that paper! . .

** He then gues ou to say that “ Ldid not ynderstand Col.
Herchmer had ever been charged with using _that lan-
guage. I understood that the charge had applied to an-
other oflicer of the same name, whoe, not only emphatieal-
liv denies it but tenders his oath in deuying it.  As to
Col. Hercbmer, although I umlerstand that the charge
wag not made agninst him, he is ready to testify under
oath before any tribunal that he uever used such
language.” . . .

*“ Sir John Thompson has evidentlv confused Me. Lo W,
Herchwmer, Commissioner, with  Zt.-Col. Wm, Herchwmer,
Assistant Commissioner, I have written by this mail to
Sir John Thompsoen, distinetly clmggn.ng Lt.-Col. W
Rerchmer, Assistant, Commissioner NOW.MCP,, with hav-
ing made use of such language to Inspector Starnes at
thiz post. I have alsv offered to prove it by five witnesses
who were there. . .

“Thave also stated to him that Col. Herchmer ad-
mitted to Mr. Fred. White that he used that language,
giving as his exeuse that_he was drunk at the time.

*Mr. Fred | White is in tull possession of the tactsin
connection with the matter, .

** Now that Sir Juhn Thompson has stated that an officer
who made use of that language could not vemain in the
service of the Government an hour,and that the proot
that Col. Herchmer did make use of 1t is at hand, thereis
only one course vpen to the (‘hb\'crmm-nt. .

* I mentioned to Sir John Thompson that I was writing
to you. . . .

** Although I mark this envelope * Private® I give yvou
leave, as T gave Sir Juhn Thompson, te make whatever
use of it you may see fit,

* Yours truly,
* (., E. D. WO0OD.
* Editor, Macleod ¢Faz-tte™
Do the Government intend to take any action in
the matter? What action Jdo they intend to take

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I have received the
letter referved to in that letter, from the editor of
the Macleod Gazette, making that charge. Itisnot
corrvect, as stated by him, that I confused L. W.
Herchmer, Commissioner, with Lieut.-Col. W.
Herchmer.  On the contrary, I insisted that,-on
the charge being made in the House as it was
against the Commissioner, confusion had been
made by the gentleman making the charge, or by
the newspaper from which he read. and 1 stated
then: that the charge was not true as far as the
Commissioner was concerned, and had been very
emphatically denied by the Assistant Commis.
sioner, who stated that he was prepared to deny it
upon vath.  As soon as I received the letter from
the editor of the Macleod Gazette, which is referred
to in the letter on the Notice paper, Isent his letter
to the First Minister who has charge of the
Mounted Police, and he immediately caused the
ofticer referred to, Mr. Herchmer, the Assistant
Commissioner, to be called on to answer the charge.
Mr. Herchmer’s answer is an emphatic denial of
the truth of the statement. - He sayvs that in rela-
tion to certain officers of one of the battalions from
Quebec, he made use of very strong hnguage, in
consequence of insults and outrages which he
alleges were perpetrated on him and his family by
them: that he made no such allusions to the
French Canadian vace, or people, or officers as a
whole class, and that in relation to that language
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he apologized immediately to a rvepreseutative of
the Province of Quebee who was present, and that
his apology was acvepted.  But. in consequence of
the explivitness of the charge, aud the offer to prove
it, the First Minister has divected that that matter
shall be investigated with other matters velating
to the Mounted Police, when the investigation
takes place next fall,

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND TUNXNEL.

Nir. WELSH (for Mr. Davies, PLEL; asked,
Does the Government intend to take during the
present summer any. and what. action with respect
to the report made by Sir Douvglass Fox on the
propused tunnel between Prince Edward Island and
the wainland 2 Is it proposed that any further
survevs or borings snould be made or had with
respect to such tunnel, orany other and what steps
taken to obtain aceurate data upon which reliable
estintes of the cost could be based ® ‘

Mr. FOSTER.  The Government does not intend
during the present summer to take any further
action with respect to the report wade by Nie
Douglass Fox on the proposed tunnel between
Prince Edward Island and the wainland, other
than to consider it The matter referred to in the
second part of the question is also under the con-
sideration of the Govermment.

CARRIAGE OF MAILS IN BRITISH COL-
UMBIA.

Mr. MeMULLEN asked, 1. Who has the con-
tract for carrying the mails between Asheroft and
Barkerville, amd Ashevoft, Clinton and Lillooet, in
British Columbia ¥ 1If the contract is held by a
corporation, what ave the numes of the directors
and corporation ¥ 2, What amount is paid for the
service wnder the respective contracts? 3. The
service given and the distance travelled ¥ 4. Was
the contract let by tender? 3. Was the lowest
tender accepted 2 6. When does the contract ex-
pire? :

Mr. HAGGART. 1. The British Columbia Ex-
press Company.  The names of the directors are
not known. 2. There is only one contract for these
services.  The rate of payment was 24,000 from
Ist of July, INS8, to the 0th June, 18M, and
323,500 for the rest of the term, which ends on
the 30th of June, 1892, 3. Tri-weekly each way
between Asheroft Station and Clinton, a distance
of thirty-two miles.  Weekly each way between
Clinton and Barkerville, a distance of two hun-
dred and fifty miles.  Weekly between Clinton
and Lillooet, a distance of forty-seven miles. 4.
The contract was let by tender. 3. The lowest
tender was accepted, 6. The coutract expires on
the 3uth June, 1892, :

THE KEEWATIN.

Mr. TROW (for Mv. Muioack) asked. Was a
vessel know as the Arewatin in the service of the
Government at any time since the 30th June, 1889 ¥
If so, what was the nature of such service and what
was paid for the use of the vessel ?

Mr. DEWDXNEY. The Police Patrol boat Ree-
watin was built at Selkirk in winter of 188%8-89 for
Government of Keewatin ; received and paid for in
spring of 1889 by Government; hasbeen inservice in



