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The Universities are, without question, among the
most precious of our national institutions . Now I recognize,
and I believe most Canadians recognize, the wisdom of the
provision of our constitution which made education perhaps
the most important of all those subjects entrusted to the
provincial authorities . This provision was designed primarily
to safeguard both of the two cultural traditions which we
Canadians possess and whici, year by year, we are coming to
cherish more and more, as we realize how greatly they enrich
our national life . The entrusting of education to the
provincial authorities has the further advantage of providing
a measure of insurance against too great a degree of uniformity
in otr educational systems . No one with any real respect for
our l4story and tradition would wish to disturb that con-
stitutional position . At the same time, I think many of us
recognize increasingly that some means must be found t o
ensure to our universities the financial capacity to perform
the many services which are required in the interest of the
whole nation . I hope you, Zdr . Chancellor, in association
with your colleagues in another•of your capacities, will be
able to help us to find a proper solution of that difficult
problem .

In seeking a solution of the problem we must never
lose sight of the fact that,essential though it is to provide
for the training of scientists and of men and women for the
professions, this is not the highest national service the
universities perform . Their highest service is to educate
men and women in that liberal and humane tradition which is
the glory of our Christian civilization . The first task of
a true University is to keep alive the flame of civilization
,itself . This great academic community, this great federation
of Universities with their rich and varied traditions, here
in Toronto, has been faithful to that essential trust . And
that is the reason I shall be proud, from today, to number
~myself among the alumni of the University of Toronto .
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