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discrimination on the basis of citizenship status.

50. The Committee urges the federal, provincial and territorial governments to adopt positions in
litigation which are consistent with their obligation to uphold the rights recognized in the Covenant.

51. The Committee again urges federal, provincial and territorial governments to expand protection in
human rights legislation to include social and economic rights and to protect poor people in all
jurisdictions from discrimination because of social or economic status. Moreover, enforcement
mechanisms provided in human rights legislation need to be reinforced to ensure that all human
rights claims not settled through mediation are promptly determined before a competent human rights
tribunal, with the provision of legal aid to vulnerable groups.

52. The Committee, as in its review of the previous report of Canada, reiterates that economic and
social rights should not be downgraded to "principles and objectives" in the ongoing discussions
between the Federal Government and the provinces and territories regarding social programmes. The
Committee consequently urges the Federal Government to take concrete steps to ensure that the
provinces and territories are made aware of their legal obligations under the Covenant and that the
Covenant rights are enforceable within the provinces and territories through legislation or policy
measures and the establishment of independent and appropriate monitoring and adjudication
mechanisms.

53. The Committee encourages the State Party to adopt the necessary measures to ensure the
realization of women's economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to equal remuneration

for work of equal value.

54 The Committee also recommends that a greater proportion of federal, provincial and territorial
budgets be directed specifically to measures to address women's poverty and the poverty of their
children, affordable day care, and legal aid for family matters. Measures that will establish adequate
support for shelters for battered women, care-giving services and women's non-governmental
organizations should also be implemented.

55. The Committee urges the federal, provincial and territorial governments to review their respective
"workfare" legislation in order to ensure that none of the provisions violate the right to work freely
chosen and other labour standards, including the minimum wage, rights which are not only
guaranteed by the Covenant but also by the relevant ILO conventions on fundamental labour rights
and labour standards.

56. The Committee calls upon the federal, provincial and territorial governments to give even higher
priority to measures to reduce the rate of functional illiteracy in Canada.

57. The Committee recommends that the State Party request the Canadian Judicial Council to provide
all judges with copies of the Committee's concluding observations and encourage training for judges
on Canada's obligations under the Covenant.

58. The Committee also recommends that since there is generally in Canada a lack of public
awareness about human rights treaty obligations, the general public, public institutions and officers at
all levels of Government should be made aware by the State Party of Canada's human rights
obligations under the Covenant. In this regard, the Committee wishes to make specific reference to its
General Comment No. 9 on the domestic application of the Covenant.
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