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The Canadian Centre for Foreign Pahîcy Development organised a roundtable on Sudan on
Marc/i 14, 2000, in Ottawa as an enlarged meeting of the Sudan Task Farce. The roundtable
brought together experts, academics, NGOs and gavernment officiais ta examine how Canada
might best contribute ta the Peace Process(es) and ta consider mechanisms and tools available
to carry aut these contributions. The discussion was a part of the ongaing work of the Task
Force.

1. Framing the Discussion

The Iack of a coherent fi-rework mappiing the conditions for reconciliation ini Sudan was
identified. A rigorous analysis of key actors and their interests was also said to be missing. As a
resuit, a sketch of what sudi a fr-amework could look like emerged in the course of the day's
discussion. To gain a firm understanding of the conflict in Sudan and conditions necessary for
peace to "break out" actors to the conflict should be identified, their interests laid bare and the
mechanics/tools of reconciliation explored. There are threc levels at which strategic action
occurs: 1) state, 2) civil society/grass-roots, and 3) the space in between. The framework should
also identify ways to deconstruct the structures of violence and construct the structures of peace.

The oundabl discussion followed roughly this outline and lbcussed on:
1 . outsidc state actors key to the Sudan conflict and their lntcrests
2. outside strategie action on the civil society/grass-roots; level and its Iink to the state level

3. mechanisms and tools Canada could utilise to contribute to peace in Sudan.
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