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nada at UN special session on Africa

ster for External
lions Manique
na led the Cana-

delegation ta
special session
e United Nations
eral Assembly
le econamic cri-
n Africa, held in

ll. This special
iting was con-
L'd by the Gen-
Assembly in re-
nse ta a request
le by the heads
tale of the Orga-
ffian for African
tY at their July
35 meeting in Mrs. Vézina addreSs
lis Ababa.
ilna speech ta the special Session On May
Mrs. Vézina announced a moratorium on

'ial development assistance debt for
can countries and a mechanism la make
0$ and technical expertise avaiable ta
Ican cammunities.

measures are in addition ta, the Africa
initiative, a comprehlenSive series

)s the Canadian gavernment WÎIl take
Pond ta the needs of Af rican coun-
'ver the next 15 years, that was an-
ed on May 6. (See Canada Reports.
!8, 1986.)
D moratorium is for an initial period Of
ýars but Mrs. Vézina said this can be

~es the UN special session on Africa.

extended in five-year segments to the year

2000. Debt tram outstandiflg develapneflt

assistance boans owed ta Canada by sub-

Saharan cauntrie totals $700 millon and

would invalve a burden of $250 million in

repaymentS over the next 15 years.
The second measure is a proposai ta

create a new mechanlsm withifl the multi-

lateral aid system. "Its raie would be ta make

available ta local cammuilities, village caun-

cils and volunteer organizations in Africa,
funds and technlcal expertise ta help them

ta carry out projects of their own chaosing
ta meet their needs in the fields of deser-

tificatian, conservation of ground caver, and

food production," said M rs. Vézina.
The United Nations Develapment Pro-

gram has indicated its support in develop-
lng the details of such a facility for Africa.
Once the new mechanism has been created,
Mrs. Vézina said Canada is prepared to con-
tribute $20 million over f ive years.

ln New York Mrs. Vézina held more than
17 bilateral meetings with Atrican heads of

delegatian tram various African countries.
She also met wlth representatives of the
Af rican and Canadian non-gavemnmental
communlty wha were at the UN special ses-
sion as observers.

Canada-Zaire meeting
Folowing~ the UN special session, from

June 2 ta 4, the third session of the Canada-
Zaire Bilateral Commission was held in

Ottawa. The main outlines for the programn
of economic co-operation, economic inter-

change and trade between the two coun-
tries, as weIl as international questions
were discussed.

At the conclusion of the meeting Mrs.

Vézîna announced the signlng of a $4.6-mil-
lion agreement between Canada and Zaire,
to develop agriculture in the Beni and Lubero

territories in North-Kivu, a northeastern re-
gion of Zaire. Under the flve-year prc>ject,
finarioed by the Canadien International Deve-
lopment Agency, a supply and .a wholesale
marketing centre will be constructed and
staff will be trained ta operate the centre.
A Canadian flrm will provide the srie

ister visits Ireland and the Philip

ry af State for External Affairs Joe
in the Philippines attendlng an annual
Post Ministerial Canference, beiflg
Manila tram

B ta 28. Par-
ý at the meet-
'de the fareign
's of the six
rs of ASEAN
.Malaysia, ln-
~,Singapore,

J and the Phi-
;as well as

egn ministers ,.oe Clark
ANs dialogue
Partners (Canada, the United States,

ia, New Zeaiand, Japan, and the
'an Community).
1)9 the conference, the Canadian min-

ill have bilateral meetings wlth the


